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Winndpah Fart, Nov. 1st, 1811; 

TO THB 

« 

MEMBERS OF THE AFRICAN UVSTITHTiON. 



1 HE intentioii of the following liAes is, to en* 
deavour to introduce into pablic favour, a part of 
the Globe, which has for many years been confflh 
de]»d undeserving of our attention, if we exdude 
the accommodation it afforded, of supplying our 
West-India colonies with slaves, and the Natiotai 
with a poirtion of gold and ivory, collected along 
its coast*. glFrom observations and enquiries, 
made d|iring a residence of some years <m the 
Gold-^aoast, and froln various notes, the following 
description has. been compiled ; and I trust 
thfttt-M it is thecsily description that has boM 
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ii INTllOBUCTIOX. 

drawn of this part of Africa, since the days of 
Bosmauy it wilt Infeet witirj^iiUic ajfpfobation. 

Although, at present, the Gold-coast is almost 
neglected by the.Bnti^ m&nahuoitk^ yet I hope it 
will not continue long in this state: I trust 
flpiM ^E^TOurable cfap-nge will take place under 
the auspices of the African Institution, and the 
Legislature, to increai^e the trade, and to attract 
lh€ ttteitiofr of tter public at hsgB to it 

Various, no doubt, are the opinions of those 

concerned in the commercial interest of the 

Nation respecting this coiintr}' , and the changes 

•wlii^ mayehsue in: kie' Weil Iiidses^ in conie- 

quenee of the abo&tiida of the elave^rade^ it 

mtifAie fliqpfRiiiad, prabablyi thhi tiK>s« luxtinicM, 

^jbtirii we wtere accuMemed to laifKirl Yery lac|[e-^ 

4]r. from tlpflt eountojjr, ^11 be .gtwhudly iMhietd 

iftt^anftity^ and vQMiec^pentiyy m proporli<lMtlily 

jneireAMd in priee^ that tbs middling ordbr af'ife 

wmummitf sannnt : tdSbnl ha aK^pttmasQ '«f tii«li* 

.8on» ffvnmM kKntiMe nol^ perhaps, m |^o«wm- 

mbigj iSaitJMa^i imm^ ^e. odknbt ^ iiliport«d^eat- 

: oqtting doi termft diiadf anteg^oitt to the 'Sktmkf 

Mfe» thte d«i«4riidi ii» iMtoredi and odHiii, 
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INT&ODirCTION. iii 

whd place much confidence in their commercial 
knowledge, and profess a large portion of politi- 
cal sagacity, may affirm, that there is no alterna- 
tive, but either tb open the channel for snj^lying 
the plantations with slaves^ or cc^onisBo part of 
Africa, otherwise we are likdy to depend on oia* 
neighbom's for a supply of sugsur and ram^ or 
difl^nse with the use of them altogether. 

Let these opmions turn out as they may, there 
is very little dkmbt, that if ^ngar can be procured 
as cheap, and as p^atable^ throc^h ths ** ezei^ 
tions and alacrity of a consciousness of freedom^'* 
as through the ^< gloomy^ suUea hidoleoce atlenr 
dant ott a consciottfueas of slavery/' it will he 
more agreeable to the nation, and reltdhsd with 
more satis£M^on. 

Those who are acquainted with the sdil and 
climsite of the iS^old-coast, and who have an eq[aal 
lotuMrledf # of the Wefl^Iadies, wiU». do^btbii^ 
Keidily agree in tins opinira^ that tbeOoUrVMir 
lidii the advairtag^ of {he Weit>la4ift jdaadni not 
only in fusA and climate^ but hkewise ia season*. 
TJht soil of this part of Africa is more VKS&tm^ 
and p^oidies of % «mm idayey natMrft j it is net 



IV INTRODUCTION. 

SO intermixed with stone, and not so liable to be 
impoverished by gravelly and sandy particle^}, 
wasl^ from the hills in the wet season: it 
partakes likewise of a greater variety of soil,, 
than a country so i^ersected with high land as 
the West-India islands are. The climate of the 
Gold-coast win be found as temperate and salu- 
brious as the West Indies ; and if it were culti- 
vated, it Would probably surpass the West Indies 
in point of salubrity. The seasons here are as 
regular, and as congenial to cultivation, as they 
are -in the West Indies; there is as much mois*> 
tar& tlumighout the year ; the sea and land breezes 
:are as regular ; and it can boast of one most de- 
cided advantage,-^-it is not infested with those 
tremendous storms called Hurricanes, which 
sometimes destroy the prosperity, and check the 
4n3ustry '^nf- the planter : it is true we have torna- 
does, but they are miid breezes in comparison to 
'a West-India hurricane. If things be enquired 
'into minutely ,\ we shall find, thatthe hi^s of a 
planter are very often frustrated, and his expecta^^^ 
tions disappointed, in the produce of his estate, 
4r6m irregtdarities of seasons in the West. 
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If, th^efoce, the Gold^coast of Afri€ft be en*' 
titled to be classed t?itli tiie West^Indies m all 
those qualities, there remains no loiig^er a doubt 
of its producing every article that will ^ow 
th^e; and as land and labour can be purchased 
at a lower rate, it would be strange indeed, if 
sugar, rum, coffee, cotton, indigo, &c. &c. could 
not be produced from it on terms as advantage^ 
ous as from the West. In forming these compa- 
risons, and making these remarks, the writer is 
not actuated by prejudice, nor is he goiremed by 
interested^iiMr -pavtiainfidtives : his W£sh is to aa^ 
deavour to extend the commercial interest and 
prosperity of the Empire, by exposing to view a 
part of Afiica, which has b^n ever enveloped in 
much obscimty. : ^ 

It is, however^ well known, that the Grokt-coast, 
m well as other parts of the coast of Guinea, has 
been the source of much wealth; that it has given 
miployment to many classes of our countrymen j 
and that it has cwtrilmted to support the greal^ 
bulwark and glory of the Nation I Whether it 
be, still capatde of an extensive and pro$table 
trade ; of renewing the speculative spirit of the 
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-dmit; «f trnpleyuig Mu&bers of our trades- 
men and ftiilMois ; of entictng^ tbe wawifiidbilw 
to now dtsigngaod improvemento, under dream* 
•taaoes more pleading to the mind and more ho^ 
nowablo to koman mitore, than it has yet done; 
are problems which admit of easy solationa. 

The Gold^eoast, as well as all tropical Afrioi* 
is capable c^ affording incaknlable advantages^ 
a the inhabitaiits can be excited to industry* It 
it enri^ed beyond the credibility of those unac-» 
foamted with it. Its hills ane stored with various 
aaetids and aainenlsy and it» -volkors are blesaed 
with a liariafityy searcefy to be oxeedad by any 
eomnlay under the sane latitiMte. 

h diis eEanmMttionof the Gold«cosst» the eha^ 
racters and dispositions of the natii^es will be do*' 
smbad widi tolerable aocuracy ; their prMic%>al 
customs are related, and an histonical akotdb of 
the principal states is subjoined. I have d#olt 
psdticulariy on the Fantee comitiy, as it fonnisilhd 
asostitflercstmg part of the Goid-coast, ifi ooase^ 
quehee of the changes it has lately mid uf go nei 
Tha Ashaitt^ war has been treated with atteti* 



Ifil^ f^ ¥f$,xVk» m^ frJ^ing w>s^* Abase* 

a&fainst trade, are touched upon, with a fri^lv -tliiit 
the Committee for mapaging 0i0 Bivllisb i^ncems 
in this country, m^y l^f ^ided jt^y ifOovemment to 
apply a rein^i)]^, A ^hort history of the Royal 
Afric^fi G^0^m99 and the t? ada tt ^ icountry, 
is auEiBKed i wllAph I ^Ipf ct will be gratifying to 
my readMs. Upon tiie wki^e, much care has 
been taken to render this work as complete and 
as acceptable as possible^ to ^fae publick ; but par- 
ticularly to those w1m» are interested in the im« 
pm^mwi mnd traie.ef the eonotry: \ ^ 

It is by oil is^eans any:ii^i|tiaii to cdbtrnd^ mj^ 
wU M fiBiwtiier^: '. |^ &ilawiiig woik h»i» dooiitd 
hmf many faults^ and ^iU by na^ means stai)^ die 
tMt oi 0iitmiini>i I hare onfy endeaaraured tb 
dasisifae what has sfcrack me dning^mitey ^yeani 
residence in the country. Many others migte 
hnne penfonnadihis mudbi better, had they fiien 
pbasad to have attempted it. If I We ened^ it 
]» nol; i»j|folly ; liie £Mi^ %Bdif 

my book affml aiaty inlbniuition ^ aniuiefiaietit; 
I daim the merit of it. 



Viii INTRODUCTION. 

Captain Scobell, of His Majesty's ship Tkltft, 
was kind enough to give my manuscript a pasi 
sage, and send it to a friend in London, to get it 
published. 

I have the honour to be, 

with much respect, 

Gentlemen, 
Your most obedient humble Servant, 

Hbn&t Mbkbdith, 

Memhr 0/ tie Cawncil, end Gmfem^r 



%* Mr. Mereditih's MS. heing written witfi 
very pale ink, many parts of it required writing 
Oliver again, to make it intelligible to the printer. 
' The gentleman to whom it was sent, has done this 
to the best of his abiUty> and believes he hag 
preserved the seise, and generally, the words of 
die author. 

Having riesided on the coast of Africa himself 
for fourteen years, he has taken the liberty to add 
a very few observations in the form of notes, but 
not in any way to alter the original wcHrk# 
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CHAPTER I. 

SITtJATION AND EXTENT OF THE 60U>-COAST. 

— CUMATE. — SOIL. — SEASONS.-— WINDS. 

APPEARANCES OP THE COUNTRY. — DISPO- 
SITION AND CHARACTER OP THE NATIVES. 

^ANIMALS. VEGETABLE AND GENERAL 

PRODUt5TIONS. — GOVERNMENT AND LAWS. 

X HAT part of the coast of Guinea, known by 
the name of the Gold-coiist, commences about 
twenty leagues westward of Cape Apollonia, 
and terminates at Accra. According to the most 
modem charts, it lies between four degrees and 
forty minutes, and five degrees and forty^ minutes 
of North latitude, and from the meridian, to about 
three degrees of West longitude : the whole ex- 
tent of it may be computed at about two hundred 
and (Rxty miles. , 
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CViMaie. 
From the proximity of the Gold-coast to the 
Equinoctial, we might suppose that its climate is 
hotter than the parts of Africa situated nearer 
the Tropics ; but this is not the case* It will be 
found, that on the Equator, and about five or siit 
degrees on either tide of \\^ are tile nioit t^npe- 
rate parts of Tropical Africa. The Sun has less 
power there, than in more northerly or southerly 
situations, because he is mm% obscured through- 
out the year. In the month of December, when 
the Sun is at his greatest distance from the Tropic 
of Cancer, the heat at Senegal was found to be 
ninety-three d^^ees, and at Sierra-Leone ninety- 
eight degrees in the shade, measured by Fahren- 
heit's thermometer; and Senegal is laid down in 
about sixteen degrees, and Sierra-Leone is about 
eight degrees of North latitude. At Cape-Coast 
C9$tle> which is situated in about fiye degree^ of 
North latitude, the thermometer has been known, 
at one jperiod, as high as ninety-three 4^reei \ 
l>ut the usual de^ees of heat, observed in thje 
hottest mpntbs^ ;were from eighty-five to ninety 
degrees, and Cape-Ci>ast CSast^e jis considered the 
hottest situation on the Qold-ca^st. At Tantuni- 
querry, Wiip^bab^ and Accra, countries situate^ 
eastward of Cajpie-Cpast, the heat h^s been vei^ 
seldom knoipqi to exceed eighty-seven degreef» 
wd the quicksilver in Fahrenheit's ther|i|piometer 
has been observed as low as seventy'-fopr di^^e^ 
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^ Wipiiebfili^ m June, July, Angmtf 9^ Hie 
frailer part of S^tmaber; and not hif^p Hmn 
Mveaty-«if M iegrem* Hence the latitade of o 
plaee it by no means a true criterion to go by, as 
to the heat of its climate. Experience informa 
tity tin.t liui dimates of Tn^ical countries vary , in 
jtti^itton to tbeir natural qiia&ties, and to the 
extent cnlttratum is cajrried on* Open eountrios 
of » giood aoil haye a mUder cUniate, than conn-^ 
'trias which abound with £(Mrests and thick under* 
woodit/ High land9 likewise contribute to a 
tenqperatwe of air; whereas, low countries, a 
light €attdy spil» amd little w:ood, add to their nsu 
taral heat, m they afford but little evaporation, 
and the atmospheric air is therefore but seldom 
condensed so powerfully, as to produce heafy 
dews, to cool the mrface of ^e eartib; a^d it i« 
only in ib# wet season that the inhabitants are rtr 
iieved from » dry seorchmg ^ir«, To su<^ or 
simikr causes^ may bejasmbed the exceisive heat 
of those sandy and almost barrm regions, sitaati^ 
ed in Ihe northern parts of Africa. 

Soil • 

There is a variety of soil to be observed alMg 
the coast, from a light sandy and gravelly kind, 
to a fine black mould ^md loamy clay : as we ad- 
vanioe slittfe^nto the c^t^imtry, the soil awueios a 
msare nnilipm, and in general a more Ivv^onraJblf 
afpeanmee; and if wa oontimio io adlvaini^ it 
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nviU be fonnd rich in tlie extreme, and in generd 

fit for every purpose. About the distanee of six 

or eight miles from the sea, the soil partakes of I 

suoh h^py variety, that it is capable of every ! 

sort of cultivation* It is very remarkable, that 

Trp]^cal Africa, on an examination, will be found 

to possess the richest soil on the whole continent* j' 

The northern parts of it by no means enjoy ex« 

uberant fertility : for, excepting on the banks of 

the Nile, Egypt is almost destitute of cultivation ; i 

and if we were to pass from Tripoli to Morocco, i 

we should find the soil of that extensive country | 

 

as poor as it is in Egypt, and, very probably, not 
C8q[>able of such fertility. The Southern parts of 
Africa, particularly about the Cape of Good 
Hope, we are informed, consist of bleak and bar« 
ren mountains of granite ; and that the impedi* 
ments towards cultivation were so great, that no- 
thing but cool Dutch perseverance could have 
overcome the difficulties which appeared in the 
nature of the soil. From this prospect of the ex* 
tremities of Africa, a person unacquainted with 
the Tropical parts of it, would hesitate not in pro- 
nouncing it a sterfle, sandy desert, unfit for the 
habitation of man* 

The seasons on the Gold^coast, may be cone^ 
dered similar to the seasons of every Tropical 
country, and may be divided into wet and dry# 



 .( 



5 

It hdwerec has the advantage of two wet sea* 
fiK^s in the year : one commences at the end of 
May, or early in June ; thie other at the end of 
October, or early in November : indeed, the last 
does not deserve tlie name of a wet season, in 
comparison to the very heavy rains which fall in 
the former. The first rains set in vsdth iai violence 
unknown in temperate latitudes, and continue 
without intermission, for two or more days* In 
the year 1801, rain fell for eight days with very 
little remission of its violence. The quantity of 
water that falls during the season, is inconceivably 
great : low lands are inundated, and rapid streams 
are formed with amazing celerity. After this 
deluge, the atmosphere brightens, and strong 
breezes commonly follow, and we do not expect 
any heavy rains to succeed. Some showers fall 
at the changes of the moon, which produce aS 
much rain as would be known in England in a 
whole day. About the end of July, the rains ai« 
considered to be at an end ; and shortly after, the 
foggy season commences ; a season, if it may be 
so called, that is perfectly unhealthy, and the only 
unhealthy time of the year that is known on t&e 
coast. It is, however, necessary to remark, that, 
during the rains, much depends on situation ; for 
in low, swampy, and woody places, the exhala- 
tions from the earth, when the ^un appears with 
bis full power, are not quickly, dissipated, and bad 
air wfll be generated. The strong breezes that 
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ccmnnottly blow during the raiii% with ft cloudy 
••ky» which obstracts the Sttn*s tays, enables tiie 
inhabitants of this country to bneathe tolerably 
pare air, in open and eterated sitnatioM, and pre« 
pares them to encounter an approaching season, 
highly pernicious to die animal functions. When 
this season of foggy vapour commences, (and 
which continues for two or tiiree weeks,) it is a 
sure indication that the rdns are orer : during its 
continuance, the atmosphere is thick and heavy, 
or (to speak more correctly, perhaps), the air is 
tight, so much so, tiiat the clouds descend . vtrj 
low, the sea--breezes do not blow with dieir ac* 
eustomed violence, and the land-^winds are almost 
imperc^ible. * Asthmatic persons, and Aose 
whose lungs are at all dkeased, feel the eftcts of 
this season considerably ^. About the month of 
October, anollM* rainy season prevails, but by no 
means so violent as the first rains. They do not 
prevail in that contbued manner, and are not sue** 
ceeded by mists or foggy weather. The dry 
teasoa is coneadered to set^in in November, and 
to continue for the remainder of the year ; a 
diange however intervenes, which has a greater 
Munexion wi A vrinds, than season^ } and wiH be 
uonsidered under lliat head. 



^ tk» foggy season is cemidered over about the lOth e( 
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l%e wmdi tm the GeU-eoasfc a» ^Mr^pA&e^ 
aikd as jAM^ as in aay part ^ ihe gkba } thfe 
laiid<»wiiftdfi^ which blow from the North and 
N. N. W.y and tfa« sea^breeK^ which blows from 
the S. W* dud W. S. W., prev&ii^ with yetf little 
hiteitiiliioay tlyhoni^out the yean The ^a-breesse 
co«Ea«eae» about mne or ten in the ferenoon^ a&A 
ll^lhies' at . sdx in the ev^ening ; it cetatf^ tkh&vtt 
ei^ or tmn^ Mid is swt^eeded by the laaid^wiiidy 
whioh blowt until six or eight in the auMiiiig^ 
The^eea^eaze is stronger than tibe lai^d^win!i#^ 
4^atd at the fiiil atid i»bange of Idie Moon^ k gm^ 
tally hlowa with considerable force. Asthe<Sa^ 
ipsreases bis altttudey this wind gakis itretkgth ; 
atod dadinea gradAally as <he flna iiicliiie» to- 
wards the horizoti : it is T«ery refreihing^ alid it 
a>aiHdarMl sahibrious^ Of the saiabfity <if die 
lakid-^iEi4nd, math d^ends on the stole of the 
eMalry orer whadi it blows : it is obtioiis^ tliat tf 
il Uows oi^er low utkcuttivated gTottiidiH 0¥i^ 
a iai 'shcB and sWanps^ it will aioqaire bad qnali- 
tiss^; biBt tf the aoniitry H toleriilily eisair^ antt 
i«>a slate ef ealUvatioii^ it Will isoHeafciitthi ^ m> 
ted ear in ite fnognss. In th^ Ary s^MUni ttie 
coast is visited by two remarkable wixuls^. called 
Tornadoes and Harmattans : the latter is the 
most extraordinary, and deserves a previous 4e* 
s^n^tioiu 

A Harmatmi, is M ft#y defteHlied foy Mf. 
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Norris, a gentteman who had frequent oppoituni«* 
ti§& of obflerving its siBgnlar jHXiperties and ef- 
fects, that it would not be acknowledging^ die 
merit due to bim for his accurate description, 
were it not given in his own words. 

<' On that part of t^ coast of Africa/* says 
he, *^ which lies between Gape Verd and Cape 
Lopez, an easterly wind prevails in the months of 
December, January, and February, which, by 
the Fantees, a nation on the Gold-coast, is called 
a Harmattan ^. Cape Verd is in fifteen degrees 
af North latitude, and Cape Lc^ez in one degree 
South latitude ; and the coast between tlie two 
capes runs in an oblique direction, nearly from 
W. S. W. to E* S. E., forming a range of up* 
wards of two thousand one hundred nfiles. At 
4lie Ides de Los, which are a little to the north- 
ward of Sierra Leone, and to the southward of 
Cape Vegd, it blows from E. S. E. on the €rold- 
^oast from the N. E. ; and at Cape Lopee and the 
river Gaboan, from the N. N. E. This wmd is, 
hy the French and Portuguese who frequent the 
Gold^oast, catted simply the North-east wind; Ae 
qiiiirt^ from which it blows. The Englialig who 
sometimes barrow words and jdu^ases from the 



* 'Aie Fantees pronoance it Hannanta; and we are at a 
loss to state as satisfactory a meaninj; of the word, K\vtt 
would wish : they call it a cold dry wmd; but the wrilkr 
d^bts whether this is its true si^nificatioii*^ 
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Fantee Iwigui&ge, adopt die Fantee word Har- 
manta. The Harmattaa comes on indiscriim- 
nately at any hour of the day, at any time of the 
tide, or at any period of the moon ; and continues 
sometimes only a day or two, sometimes five or 
six days, and has been known to last fifteen or 
sixteen. There are generally three , or four 
returns of it every season : it blows with a mo« 
derate force, not so' strongly as the sea-breeze, but 
somewhat more so than the land-wind. A fog or 
haze is one of the peculiarities which alwjays ac<- 
company a Harmattan; the gloom occasioned 
by this wind, is so great, as sometimes to render 
even near objects obscure. The English fort at 
Whydah, stands about the midway between the 
French and Portuguese forts, and not quite a 
quarter of a mile from either; yet, very often, 
neither of the other forts can thence be discover- 
ed. The Sun, concealed the greatest part of the 
day, appears only a few hours about noon, and 
then of a mild red, exciting no painful sensation 
in the eye. Extreme dryness makes another ex^* 
traordinary property of the Harmattan : no dew 
falls during tihe continuance of this wind ; nor is 
th^re the least appearance ci moisture in the at« 
mosphere; vegetables of every kind are very 
much injured ; all tender plants, and most of the 
jH^oductions of the garden are destroyed ; the 
grass withers, and becomes dry like hay ; the vi- 
gorous ever-gr^ens, likewise, feel its perniMOiu 

c 
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influence ; the branches of the lemon^ orange, 
and lime-trees, droop ; the leaves become flaccid, 
wither, and, if the Harmattan continue to blow 
for ten or twelve days, are so parched, as to be 
easily rubbed to dust between the fingers. The 
fruit of these trees, deprived of its nourishment, 
and stinted in its growth, only appears to ripen, 
for it becomes yellow and dry, without acquiring 
half the usual size. The natives take this oppor- 
tunity, of the extreme dryness of the grass and 
young trees, to set fire to them, especially near 
their roads ; not only to keep the road ppen to 
travellers, but to destroy the shelter which long 
grass and thickets of young trees would aflbrd to 
skulking parties of their enemies. A fire, then 
lighted, flies with such rapidity as to endanger 
those who travel : in that situation, a common 
method of escape is, on discovering a fire to 
windward, to set the grass on fire to leeward, and 
then follow your own fire. The parching effects 
of this wind are likewise evident on the external 
parts of the body. The eyes, nostrils, lips, and 
palate, are rendered dry and uneasy ; and driijL 
is often required, not so much to quench thirst, as 
to remove a painfiil aridity in the^at^e^ : the lips 
and nose become sore, and even chappy, and al- 
though the air be cool, yet there is a troublesome 
sensation of prickly heat on the skin. If th^ 
Harmattan continue for four or five days, the 

scaif skin peels ofi^, first froni the hands and fa6e, 

5 
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and afterwards from the other parts of the hody, 
if it mntbue a day or two longer *. tSalubrtty 
forms a third peculiarity of the Harmattan;' 
Though this wind is so prejudicial to vegetabfe 
life, and occasions such a disagreeable parching 
effect on the human species, yet it is highly con- 
ducive to health : those labouring under fluxes 
and intermitting fevers, generally recover in a 
Harmattan ; those weakened by fevers, and sink- 
ing under evacuations for the cure of them, (par- 
ticularly bleeding, which is often injudiciously 
repeated,) have their lives saved, and vigour rcr 
stored in spite*' of the doctor. It stops the |^ro- 
gress of epidemics ; the small-pox, remitting fe- 
vers, &c. not only disappear, but those laboupng 

_ _ _ ▼ 

under such diseases, when a Harmattan comes 
on, are almost certain of a speedy recovery. In- 
fection appears then not easily communicable 
even by art. 

'* In the year 1770, there were, oh-boatd the 
Unity, atWhydah, three hundred slaves; the 
small-pox broke out among them j and it was de^- 
termined to inoculate. Those who were inocu- 

 * ■■■' ' '  - > »  ' " m   M i l  n ^ii Mp i  .I- I  mn yt 

* lb a fioiopiaa k p^»$ the «eosati«o of a iMry tUgtt 
frost. The aur iji i^xplmklj SUfiA ^^ ift^H^e jifrtioles pf 
mkd, 9ucb hvf'vm ^^ iipU^9)£d in the sails of .a ship riming 
up the coast in a Harmattan. It appears tp be the same 
wind as is caalled m Egypt, tbe Sanimel, or dry wind, and in 
ikft lfe< it€tAu nc an the iSiroceo. 

C 2 
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lated befoi? the Hannattarf came on, got rery 
well through the disease. About serenty were 
inoculated a day or two after the Harmattan set 
in ; but no one of them had either sickness or 
eruption. It was imagined, the infection was ef- 
fectually dispersed, and the ship clear of the dis- 
ease ; but in a very few weeks, it beg^ to appear 
among those seventy : about fifty of them were 
inoculated the second time ; the others had the 
disease in the natural way : a Harmattan came 
on, and they all recovered, excepting one g^rl, 
who had an ugly ulcer in the inoculated part, and 
died some lime afterwards, of a locked-jaw/* 

Doctor Lind, in his excellent ** Treatise on 
Diseases incidental to Europeans in Hot Cli- 
mates,** speaks differently as to the salubrity of a 
Harmattan. He calls it a malignant and fatal 
wind. Very probably the Doctor*s knowledge 
of it was derived from persons who were not long 
enough in the country to form a true judgment of 
its effects, as he had drawn his observations from 
the effects it might have produced in situations 
contiguous to deserts, swamps, and woods. To 
give every merit to such a respectable authority, 
t will suppose, that the salubrious effects of a 
Harmattan will vary in proportion to the nature 
of the country over which it blows. 

Mr. Norris deduced his observations of its sa* 
lubrity at Why dah ; a country perfectly open and 
clear, and, excepting a few rivers near the sea, it 
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18 coveredt for a gveat extent mlaiid, mttb ver^ 
dure, (^n pfaiais of grass beai^iUBy decorated 
with damps of tnees, and some woods of no con« 
siderable extent : as to Aa soil^ the sur&ee is 
sandy, and below that, a rieh clay of a reddisAi 
colonr. We cannot expect, liiat a wind Mowing 
over a conntry like this, wiU abound wiUi much 
noxious matter. On the Grold^raast,^ a Harmat* 
tail does notrproduce any fatal effects, although if 
blows over a coimtry, in some places widely dif- 
ferent iirom that of Whydah. At Cape*Coast, 
which lies in the vicinity of hills and woods, no 
in eflfect has been known to accompan^i^ this wind ; 
on the contrary, the writtf has known a sailor, im 
the worst stage of dysentery, to recover very t^ 
pidly, during the continuance of a Harmattan* 
The officers and gentlemen of the garrison have 
borne evident appearance of health and vigour 
during a HannaAtan* I must therefore candidly 
pronounce this wind as salubrious : the effect it 
haa on furniture that is not solid, is very e^aor^ 
dinary ; it exposes the deceptions of the cabinet- 
maker in a. most singular manner ; it contracts 
the flooring of chambers so iavkh, that light is 
admitted; and whatever is saUl above or beneaitfH 
may be understood. The pig^^cess of evaporat|9ik 
during this wind, proceeds with astonishiiig T9fi^ 
dity ; and from its constringiiy powerf , we may 
reasonably admit that it contracts ^e fibres of the 
human body, ccmsegu^itly promotes^vigour, and 
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m fM ^anrcifce of iht atiimdi Ametimil. TIm ef^^ 
Act it prddadM on mttaUic sobstahow , in counei 
is not so visible^ as on bodies kss ^nrmbb j fasit 
that th^ do nndetgo solne ehangei is by no meatis 
iHiprobable $ and the ]^ilds6t>hic mind would 
Aimbtlefls be able to trace extriordinary properties 
in Ais Way. 

T^nMUes most ebnunonly coesoMnce in 
Bf eHreh, ahnl cease tflleh 1^ rains set in. They 
80<itetftkies blow before or after the second rains^ 
afkd'sotaietiinesl^ecedeaHarniattan; they, how* 
ever> Mow with greater Ttolence-befbre the fiM 
t^tkn. TiModoes invaHabiy blow itaai the Mst-* 
#ard, limt is, irom the S. EL to the N. E. : when 
they ilOidifte to the isoHthward of 6. E« they have 
smt^ Ae appearance of Meady gales of wind 
than TWnadoes. Tornado is a corruption of the 
Fetttagmse wwd trevad&y a tfaondeNsterm^. It 
ictay be expected a day oi* two stdraeqaent to lAtt 
Mlttttd ohaisge of the moon, and giv^s sofiident 
nltice ttf its approadh, so thatdiips s(t sea and at 
alfiehor, hare tAM to prepare ^ their safety. 
Wh^ Tivid and miccesnTe flashes of lightning 
tate-mek in lAie Eastern qni^ter, not many degrees 
abe^ iiit ' h6ri£Dn, attended with thunder and 
heaHry doteds, and the hori^'on aj^art dear atod 
ef a hlwAsk cfast. all these we. tolerable ^if mi; 



Tf^. -T 



"^thh^^MM^i^^lhaumj. 



» 



Am 'Ae $boxm ftppraaetMBy 1i^ kopsffm hecomfi^ 
ditkened, and ia a dbort time tha £tastpra he^ii* 
•ph^^e l>ecoiii»s entiraly so: the lighto^g a^ 
iraiiece ia irivid flad]»s» and in (i/mtk^mfCfrnm^ 
attended by slow bjA aj^reatly di9^uit4;l9i|Ml#r, 
Vhft scene bow astnmasy erery moBaent, a cn^g^f 
awM andv terrific appeamica, and a milkmm si- 
lence appears to pervade the idiple face ol jplwa.: 
altkongfa it is calm^ yet the heayens. e^idubit a dtf^ 
geee of eemmotion truly suifiiipiiig : tl)e featheK^ 
«d tnbe flee wkh the utmost eoUcitude to % ptoe)^ 
dt ahelter and Hecurtty , and, notwithstanding:. iki» 
{HPtcantiott, tiiey are sometimes overtaken hf tbf 
atem^ and exposed to^ its rigoar and violtBC9.--*rA 
g^otie air 4s firrt petMseiyed, which indreittes al- 
naost instaiitaaeously to violent gyiaia of Jvktd, 
whidb are usually accompanied y^ith rain, aad 
vHiicfa do not cotttixlue kmger, in gsaiaral^ tlum 
half an hour, or fifty mkiutas : the nu»re souidief- 
ly the wind hs -die kmgier is its continfianoe. 
When the Tblenee of the wind is .ovier, raia fidls 
witjb gr^t rapidity, and in a« dbort time a vei^ 
considerable 4piai^y of waiter deseends« Tl)e 
lightfting and thundw which, it would appear, 
y ici^e d to the violence ^f the wiqi^/^agafMi moih 
ttettca ; but it is oely diose vifho, are aequaifiti^i 
wttib liiese storms, or snular ones M<V\ra|it<;||di 
cauntiJes, tiJMjt aixi have a p^rfed^Meaof (the^n- 
1igfateiied«tate of tha^hem^^r ^^ tha^reipeiidMs 
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peftb of tkimcler which row hi orory dineotioB* 
On the vfMe, words caimot ade^pnftriy deierMbe 
tike ftwfhl mblimity of this scene. Rain conlHMies 
to fftll tw two or more hows; after whi<^ the 
hemh^diere bri ghtens, but the sun contiaues oh^ 
scared for the remainder ef the day. It is re** 
maxfced on the Gold^coast, that the Ticdence nf 
Tornadoes is generally in pro^pattioBL to die 
strength of th^ sea-breeze : that is, if the S. W. 
w W. S. W. wind blow for two or tfafoe success 
sire days, more strongly than asnal, and that a 
Tornado is expected, it will blow with more vio- 
lence than ordinary. As Tornadoes Mow only 
for a short space of time, and are attended with 
nun; we hence perceive tiie reason of their not 
mjnrifli;' houses or plantationa ; and, in a^ oompa- 
rative sense, they are mitd winds, when we con* 
nder the violence of a West-India hurricane, and 
of those storms which prevail in the EaiRtem 
hemisphere, known by the name of Typhons. If 
Europeans be not Img exposed (a Tornadoes ; if 
they use the precaution of heavy eloiUng ; and 
if their wet clothing be changed as quickly as 
possible, and moderate friction used all over the 
body ; no in effects will probably follow, from the 
waddmk change that is produced in the tempera- 
ture of at^ air; (the thermometer suffering a de- 
pression of five or more degrees in a very little 
time.) . Persons who have been some time in the 
eimntry , fed more invigwated ; the mind is re* 
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bir«d frooi a degiM of lasgoiMr and iml^d9ify, 
wkidi ft long tendenie m thes^ climates and ia 
asMRS^ hMt tend |i araate. These winds, and 
Ike pma^ical rains, are a manifest proof of the 
great care and attention directed by Pb^vi«- 
mmvcM towaftia die inhabitants of these hot re- 
gions ; for, as the San directs his course towards 
the North, in April, May, and June, they woidd 
beoppNssed with such a degree of heat as woidd 
he UMip|MMrtahle; vegetaticm would be destroyed, 
sind !Vropical Africa would be a scorching desert, 
tthfit for the hafaitetiim of man. But, on the con- 
trary, the heairy rains which accooipany and suo 
<ceed a Toniadoy refredi the earth, qttid&en vege- 
tatioiiy aad cool the air to such a degree, that the 
4iatives endure the meridional heat oi those 
months without inconvenience ; and in July and 
August, when the natives of the Southern parts of 
Europe are expcped to an oppressive heat, the 
natives and resid^its h^re, enjoy a moderate and 
agreeable temperature of air, and vegetation pro- 
ceeds with such raptd^Jky, that the country^ etpe- 
cially inland, exhibits a degree of fertility incon-> 
ee&vahie to those who ure strangers to Tropicjil 
counteies. 

Appearance of the Country. 

The general appearance of this country from 
the sea, may be compared to an inunense forest : 
high lands are seeii in different directicms, crown- 
ed with lofty trees and thick underwoods* On a 



eouMbry, tfie Talleys ate w mmy pUeoi jrMdf 
pbmtedy and extensiTe pUw ^ne new^bawltfsQj 
•tadded, and decorated with dumfia.^ tnMi aad 
faorii. At we advaace into the . eounlrjr^ wiam 
there m mora moiatere throughoul'lbft jpaar^ dwa 
001 the coast, and where the featility af the tail 
brings Uatix thd afMst vigorent veytatian, iha 
woods are M stopped np with its loxmiaaoa^ asta 
be afanott impenetrable; and theaarfaoe af the 
graond is hid uad» a eovering of shrahs^ weeds, 
and various herbs. The nvees^ which are not di- 
meted by the hand of art to nin in a regaiar 
dbaaneU are seen winding in difluantdirertmis, 
and taking Ihase courses wludi the nataae of Hm 
poultry points out or admits of : in some pi 
Ihiy overflow tibeir banks in the wet season, 
ism stagnate ponds ; whereas, in odier places, 
they ran in a rapid manner. 

Dispositions of the Natives. 

To speak generatty of Ike diqioffttions of the 
natiFes of the Gold-coast, it is presumed, wiU be 
gvring'an outline of the dispesitionfl gf all the in* 
habitants of Tropical Africa. AUowanoe being 
made for the form of government they live under, 
and for their employments, I may venture to as- 
jsert, thatliiere is no part ef the g^bbe, where the 
influence of Tariety of government is nMU*e ^&- 
tincfly perceived than in ^us country. 'Those 
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V9l» .we fownrtd liy tn mhiinxj or dbMfolie 
pnirar; ^are reterred and cwulioiis in timr mmi* 
nier and praceedingi$ thej tune feariU ni couf. 
iBmicntki^ tibdr tiioaglitg ta eadi othw; tfaei^ 
pMnons Midom get to tkat state of maturity, as 
to'^Cyppose restraiut; tl»y are bimiMe, mbinimf^^ 
attdrespecMd: irkereaa those, wbose go^elmineiit 
encourafes a»ire fcccdo ci, or wheve it is lodgiedin 
the hands of the comiifiunity, are under little 
constraint, and every kind of licentionmess is 
datfy prirtised ; tiiey areistran^m to ail sioral 
oWgaliiiis, and the ties of aflSaction are Tiary 
laeaefy mitvd* In general, they faii^ a gicsutdlBsira 
fbr ^in, and wiH nndergo SMiiy vieisntndas vnd 
haMliMpa^O' cMftin it ; patient under misibituiies^ 
and llieettiif aMieiton with toic^aUe foitHndt. 
fVnf ality and MMperance in mating: prev8dl«noBg 
them ifi a rigid manner. They h«re a great tarn- 
for oratory; and on oecasions, ^ere tibey cam 
dbliged to display dieir eloquence to the utmodt 
€9t!tent, their exj^^essions are accompanied wMi 
inMh feeihig and energy. They are disposed ta 
stng^g, dancing', and innaic ; and appear tohav«* 
a 'Aarong idea of tiie harmony #f soimd. f%a 
mwes^ aM Tery industrious and remafkably 
ptolific.-^ 

^thm ^r f have veictured to lay down fli(g,dia- 
paribus ef the natives of the inland parts of 
A^ca ; which 1 do not considar as perfecffiy ac« 
enrate, atft^mgh tt may be found «ea^ so : ibrit 
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ift diAodt to pMcore tatttfiKCtoiy infermiHi> 
conoerniiig die mhriiitante of a tmmtry 00 littk 
known w inlaiid Africa. To form an opiakm of 
Amn, i^i;re6ably to those who inhabit the tea* 
coast, and near it, will be periiapt establishing a 
ju^^^ment fnll of errors, and by no means conela- 
mve. As to their charactOT, it will natardly lead 
ns to form the following, general definitions. 

JTieir general and distinct Character. 

The pasmons of men are more violent in hot 
than in cold countries, but more easily snbdoed. 
An Aiiicaa is won excited to an enterprise; but 
he is soon discouraged. He is quickly inflamed 
with nveaga, bat soon cooled. He is more sns* 
picions» mote deceitful, and emjdoyii more strajkar 
gem thttft a pefMm under the influence of a cold 
climate ; because the effect of a hot climate is ve^ 
laxation, and consequently, the strength and elas* 
Hdij of the fibres are impaired ; which produces 
less confidence, less energy, less vigour, and less 
bravery, than is to be observed among the nMives 
of cold climates, who are influenced by o|qposite 
qualities, and in course have a greater confidence 
in their natural powers. Notwithstanding some 
years* acquaintance with llie natives of the Gold- 
coast, I find it no easy matter to lay down their 
true diaracter : for they a{^pear to us in a variety 
of forms, according to the nature of;mur inter* 
eoqrse with themi and to their Employment. 
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Those persons who are indifferent to exceed a 
farther intimacy with Enrcqpeans, than an inter- 
diang^ of oommodities will admit of, are to be 
viewed in the true light of peddling traders. 
When there is a prospect of a good bargain to be 
obtained, every species of low conning and mer- 
cenary artifice is practised to acquire it. They 
accommodate themselves with much ingenuity 
and facility, to our humours and fancies ; every 
attitude, every expression, is carefully recom- 
mended by flexibility and siqpj^cation ; yet they 
ardully avoid too great a desire of obtaining what 
would turn out profitable or advantageous to 
them : and when they know that their wishes are 
nq^ to be gratified as ef»ily as was expected, dis- 
appointment is carefully concealed, and a seem- 
ing indifference is preserved in their behaviour. 
In observing a native of the Gold-coast, through- 
out this scene, we see him place every confidence 
in his rational faculties : he contracts a bargain 
with keenness ; he is not precipitate in making 
an ejichange, without being pretty well assured of 
the advantages that will arise firom it : be con- 
dnets himself with ease and address, and, on the 
whole, manages himself in a manner that betokens 
a perfect knowledge of what he is about. This 
will be found a pretty correct delineation oi the 
dnracter of those men, who exchange their av- 
tides with Europeans ; and they may be justly 
pronounced, as possessing aU the chicanery inse« 
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parable from tbeir calling, and are not readity 
outwitted. ' 

Those who gain a livelihood by fishing, are a 
laborious people ; and our knowledge of them ex- 
tends a little further than of the trader, because 
they are employed frequently by us, as canoe-men 
and labourers. Their employment is profitable ; 
for fish is readily purchased by tihe people inland, 
and on the coast. Their nets, which are large 
and heavily armed with lead*, are thrown by 
them with much dexterity and ease. When these 
men are employed by us, as canoe-men, they per- 
form their duty with cheerfulness ; and if encou- 
raged, will go through a vast deal of labour : but 
they must be treated with exactness and punctna- 
lity. When they call for any customary allow- 
ance, or for payment, they do not like to be put 
off; they expect that their labour should meet 
with its instant reward. If they be not punctu- 
ally attended to, they become neglectful and inat- 
tentive to the interest of their employer. They 
are much addicted to that vice (theft) which pre- 
vails in almost every part of the world, and, in- 
deed, are very expert in the practice of it, parti- 



* Vbt Mts used in ihtk eanoes ive, « ^erjr Icige^ctttiirg 
wm, ttemm bjr imt.mm, kit^qprnvl fcapgity by .tht xwit 
4ause of two^theni, iM^verf4extaam maA ftculkr ^jnaomr : 
in nvera, and m the beai^ they use a «niaUer Mstii)g net, ti- 
nUar to ours, and ia the saal^ way. '* 
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ecdaAy as to Biball articles^ which they can easily 
coiiceitL 

Meii 1^0 follow all agritolttf ral life^ and who 
chiefly inhabit the inland parts, will be found more 
uniform in their, conduct than the traders or 
fishermen. To consider them in a general view, 
and hf ibaMi^ig allowances for the MMnfd attach- 
ed to the tmcivilized part of maiStkind, they mtj 
be considered a well-meaning set of inen. They 
are divest^ of that low cunning and deeeitfol 
artifice known and practised by those who gain a 
livelihood by a more intimate connection witii 
Europeans. They possess no smaU share ^ 1^ 
nesty, sincerity, and benevolence ; and are stran^ 
gers to the corrupt and licentious conduct |dainly 
to be seen among th^ inhabitants of tl^ watei^ 
side, particularly among the Fantees, a peofde 
who bear the most unfavourable character^ of any 
of the iidiabitants of the Gold^^H^ast. The ma^ 
tiv6s of the sea-coast, from a more immedlkte 
connection with Europeans, we sdhtould suppose, 
are more inclined to industry than those inlaxid ; 
but it will be found Itiat real industry prefra4i 
more uniConnly inland, a^d vice iiSi less ^leoura* 
ged. Every petson on the coast apf^ars very di- 
ligent in acquiring the pfofits of his occupation; 
but p^t^gac^, dmfikehnesis^, and debandiery 190*0 
pt^actised to isi pemicions extent. For liie pte*- 
sent, 1 xiriB close this description of Ihe lAispo^ 
tion and character of the. natives of the Gold- 
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coast : — ^when the differmit countries and states, 
which come within the limits of this enqniiyy are 
laid down, they wiU undergo a more particular 
scrutiny. 

Animals* 

The animals of the Gold-coast are very nume- 
rous. Those in a wild state, comost of BuAdoes, 
Tiger-cats, Leopards, Hyenas, Jackalb, Porcu- 
pines, the Ant-Bear, a variety of Deer, Hares, 
Monkeys, Squirrels, the Musls^cat, Crocodiles or 
AlligatorH, Lizards, Land-crabs, Guanas, Cha- 
meleons, Scorpions, Centipedes, and a variety of 
Snakes. Of domestic animals we may number 
Sheep, Goats, Hogs, Dogs, Cats, Ducks, Tur- 
keys, and common Fowls. There are some 
hmmed cattle in parts of the coast; and of the 
feathwed tribe (in a wild state) there are great 
numbers, and a^fMurently a boundless variety. 
The smaller sort are remarkable for the beauty of 
their plumage. As almost every town- and vil- 
lage on the coast have th^ fishermen, there is 
abundance of excellent fish in the dry season ; 
during the rainy season there is a^ scarcity: for the 
surf is, in general, so violent, that the fishermen 
cannot go abroad without danger : add to which, 
the sea is turbid and much agitated in that season. 
The lakes and rivers abound with Mullet and. 
Other d^licete fish. Oysters and Frawns are like- 
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'WiB^ pleutif al» m so&e places ; and Turtle art 
often caught. 

, Vegetable and general Productions* 

The vegetable productions of the coast consist 
of M aize. Millet^ some Rice^ Yams, Casada^ 
Potatoes^ Pulse» Plantains, Bananas, Guavas, 
Chillees of all kinds, and other Tropical fruits. A 
mucilaginous v^etable is plentiful in the country, 
and much used by the natives in, their soups^ See. 
c^led by the Fantees, Encrumah ; the same is 
known in the West Indies by the name of Ockra | 
and it is called by botanists Heltiscus Escuienius* 
Another fimit of a mucilaginous nature, and like- 
wise mu(;h used, is called Enteraba : there is a 
variety of it ; some of the shape, and as large a&- 
the largest sized onion ; it grows something like 
the Egg-plant. This fruit and the Enerumah 
are highly nutritious. European Cabbage and 
Eschallots are cultivated with much attention in 
some places. The Sugap-cane grows spontane- 
ously^ and to a tolerable size ; and the Black- 
pepper has been discovered inland. *The Indigo-* 
jj^lant is common to many parts of the coast, an4 
the Cotton-shrub may be seen in a wild unculti- 
vated state. The Silk-cotton is found in every 
part of the coast : the tree is the most remarkable 
in the country, and from it canoes are made. It 
grows to a majestic size ; the branches project 
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lr6ttid diftUnee (rom^lie fn»&> MkA they form witk 
it, as it were, right angles. 

The country yields a variety of excellent timber; 
Some, of it calculated for ship-btiilditig atid other 
important purposes. The Palm-^tree is very prc^t* 
able to the natives ; the trunk produces an agree- 
able ^ttd intoxicating liquid, called Palm^vrine. 
$he frtiit yields an oil of great delicacy-, 
i^kich is generally used in all tlieir dishes. Of 
the lenf they make rope and thread, ^;rhich they 
convert to fishing-lines, nets, &c. ; a finer thread 
is-prc^Gured frotti the filaments of the leaf of th« 
^Id Aloe and Pine-apple. 

Ex<3epting Gold, we know nothing of the ¥k€^ 
taHic and mineral productions of the country*. 
That it aboatids with othei- raetah, we have Wf 
doubt : but the natives are unacquainted with th^ 
method cf seekitig f6t them. If they were to 
i»ake any valuable discovery, they are deprived 
m the means, and ignorant of the method of 
mdcing* tibem useful. €k>ld being sought sUier, 
aiid bought with iduch avidity by !li2i»ropeans^ 
makes this natives itiattentive to s^rch for other 
t^^Bl productions. Veins of Marble may \m 
steii at Witiiiebah aiod other places. 

Government. 

- Thu g^velliinMt along the coa«t piiitak^ of 
vait^si ^Ai't^ AtApollonia it ii; monardriostl 
and/ absolute* In the Ahanta country it is a 
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kind of aristocracy. In the Fantee country, and 
as far as Accra, it is composed of a strange num- 
ber of ftx^ms ; in* some places it is vested in partir 
cttlar persods, and in other places lodged in the 
hands of the community. In the Fantee country 
fhey very often change their forms of govern- 
ment on certain occasions, and unite, for their ge- 
neral safety, imder particular persons, to whom 
implicit obedience must be paid. When the 
cause of this union is annulled, they recede into 
their accustomed form of government. 

Laws. 

The laws of the Gold-coast are particularly 
strict. At Apollonia, where the whole authority 
is vested in the king, there are no subordinate 
tribunals: his power is absolute. In other 
states, the laws differ according to the nature of 
the government. During, the slavcrtrade, they all 
agreed in their ultimate tendency, that of slavery : 
for a trifling offence a man lost his liberty, if ha 
were incapable of paying a su^ adequate to th« 
injury *• 
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• ^ Among people ^^^^1 aftet- gain, it is not surprizing, 
th^ wlieii the stotye-teada gave t)i«ni the o[^rtiiiiify, ^k^ 
sb^uld o0ia«iUte all their foci|ier.pifii|ishqii9iiti ipt^ llsnaoy^' 
as they as effeplually rid th^ cotinlry^pf th^ ofii^^d^si^aiif^ 
they put them to death. 

. B 2 
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The laws of Apollpnia require, sometimes, a 
more severe atonement than that of slavery ; for 
here every man, excepting the^heir-aj^arent, it 
at the mercy and disposal of his sovereign. In 
other particular districts, the severity of the law 
is mitigated, in some cases : but this is confined 
to its own inhabitants* In the Fantee country, 
the laws in general are more rigoi:ous than in any 
other part of the coast ; inasmuch, as a very tri- 
fiing and accidental act will be examined with 
as much severity, as if a matter of consequence, or 
done by design. Murder may be commuted for 
seven slaves, or their value, besides the customary 
rites of burial. But if the person murdered should 
have been of consequence, the Ux tallionis is re- 
sorted to, ''which causes much efiusion of blood 
before satisfaction is acknowledged. If a person 
be found in the act of committing^ the most tri-» 
fling theft, he forfeits his freedom: if the ar* 
tide stolen were of value; the family becomes 
involved. If a man, by accident or design, killii 
a hen, goiat, or hog, or any other animal, he 
loses his liberty, unless he plies the injured party, 
with presents ; which, if received, even the most 
trifling, take off the severity of the punishment. 

The law against witchcraft is particularly se* 
▼ere, inasmuch as it generally extends to all 
under the same roof; as it is supposed they pps* 
sessed some portion of the malign influence. 
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Since the aboUtion of theslaye-trflSd^/weliave 
hMrd of no conviction of this sort ; and we may 
suppose lliat tbe severity of the laws, as they re- 
gard trifling and imaginary offences, will be mi- 
tigatedi if not absolutely altered/ in consequence 
of that bmnane act. 
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CHAPTER II. 

t 

CtrSTOMS.-' POLYGAMY. RELIGION. 

FETISH.«^GEN£RAIi OBSERVATIONS. — ^POR* 

TUGUBSE. SALtTBRITY. -NECESSARY 

CAUTIONS FOR THE PRESERTATION OF 
HEALTH.-* — FUMIGATIONS. —^— FILTRATION 
OF WATER. 

Customs. , 

X H£ customs of the Gold-coast are nnfioerous ; 
some of them abound wit& absurdity. The yite 
practice of Panyarmg^ a custoiB attended with 
the most pernicioiis consequences, but confined 
chiefly to the Fantee country, deserves particiilar 
^ot^» / if ' a p^son became involved in debt, 
and was, either irom the want of ability, or from 
whatever motive, dilatory in the discharge, of W^ 
the creditor was at liberty to seize and confine».QC» 
according to their phrase, ^' panyar,'' any perspn 
or persons beloQgring to the said familyi or ev^n tp 
the same country, state, or towui with the debtor $ 
and if opportunity offered^ they were sold,; vt^itfaout 
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i^e}^ or . qiri^iiiMT* Thi^ *4efjfriieti^^ fnciiGe 
iiFa3 cfgried to si^^b w exjkeM 4wnig tlto«lw» 
trqd^, ^at many innoeofii {Mrwds were wid; 
Fpr^ b^ndes^ the otuitomwry mode of jNrbc^dnif 
\ji 3ttch cases ipftien <^re|l a pbusibility or pCB«> 
text tor imaginary debts being oontnuctiBdi and 
offences committed. No man had a lawful right 
to question the justice-of >4he seizure ; and every 
needy person, for the promise of a reward, or a 
portion of the sptU, tsA^tA seiie^tnd sell without 
restraint > and very fi!eqi]mtiy theyecson^ at whDM) 
suit panyarjng ^raoiiBenctd, would retaliate; 
wlw|i never fails to ^s%UstA it to a iwooosiissne *. 

A practice is rigidly observed every yeavr and 
happeps in August* It has, soma similitade tD the 
custom followed up by the husbandman^f n^en 
the labour of getting in the harvest is at an end. 
It is a season, of mirth and joyouii festivity ; it 
contjiiMMfl for six or eight days, aiid \b. cessation 
i((m^ labour is ebeerved during l^t period. 
. Adtoeedieiit to this festival, when yaim arid 
f^M^ IP^^Wn^ Uiey eolebraite tlii^ occa^on by fe£ust« 
«i^ aod i«9oici»g. 

In gisnmd, 4fae imtives ar^ partlcillai4y, and ib 
tome placM (key aM «fspMisdly interdicted from 
eating yainS) antil Uiey atrive M ftrll maturity, . 
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^ Pdnyaringis rather a law thaii«»a custom; and thou^ 
#6tirtttAies prbstituted to bad purposes, is frequently the onl^^ 
My 'U» itefl^^t a JQit debt: if done itaH>r6periy, it would 
ffoblt^ be 11k nm of io^ «M {ittMii$ii$^^ 
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^pdnobiratDOBlrpradeBt caution, fw^Tatni; tM^M 
they' aope perfectly ripe, are 'im^idiblesoiiie; aiid 
even 'dangerous to be esten.= ' s" 

On the death of any ^rson, it is an invariable 
eufttom to scftlemnbe the ev^nt, by a coajiuictioii 
of condoling and caroositigf. If the persdn be of 
consequence, this cucrtom i» observed very extrft- 
Vagfaiitly. F6r, not only every l»-and][ of the fa- 
mily contribute, but the friends of the dead eomd 
forward with something emblematic df the regard 
they had for the deceased, or respect for the fami« 
ly. ' Cloth, spirits, and gunpowder, ape generalljt 
lavifiked on tdbese occasions ; and until the bod^ 
is deposited in the ground, it is a continual scen^ 
of dancing, singing (or father shouting), £rin^ 
Volleys of guns, and, at intervals, litoentable eiL^ 
damationsr, that do tiot betoken mueh real an^ 
g^isfa or sorrow. It is necessaiy to remark, thai 
ail' this is a eustomaty action that must be follow- 
ed, and the actors are principally persons emptoyl 
ed for the occasion, who have no inward feelings 
of grief, excepting what sympathy will create. 
After the interment, and when calmness, wi^ 
may say, is restored, we then behold real SQi^xyH^ 
and afiKction, and the habitation of the '^^par|edi 
may be appropriately termed the house of moiiriA- 
ing. 

There is great attention shewn in tibis country to 
the ikvuif and i» pr^portiw to rank, f^mly^t 9F ^^ 
situation the person was in. The body mmxfostd 
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tiK public rkfWf defortted with tbe lichM 9mA 00^ 
nnments of the country, for three or four dayi^ 
and sometiifies six { and when buried, gold, vala«» 
able pieces of clo^, 'and other articles, are put 
into the grave. Ip s^me (daces human sacri&^es 
take place, and Ihe yictims are selected accord^ 
ing to the rank and quality of the deceased- r* 

In the year 1 800, when a king of .ApoUonia 
died, one or two human beiogfs^ ^wfx^ ^acri^^ 
every Satiiiday; until th6 grand €»r<M^APy of 
making custom took place; wJuQh>d^4n(4 h^S« 
pen till six months after his decease. On tha^ 
occasion, upwards ^f fifty persona were sacrifi-f 
ced ; and two of his; youngest wives were put ipto 
the grave. Thcf lid of the coffin was covered 
with human blood, and gold-dust sprinkled upon 
it, and much gold land »riph cloths were depoMt* 
ad in the grave ^. ! 

The practicef of depositing riches with the 
bodies of persoils of consequence, is of very ai>i> 
tientorigin* i ' 

Josephus tells ul, that <^ king David was bu^ 
md at Jerus4ei^, with a solemnity of royftl 
popup and magiiificence, that was glorious in tho 
highest degree ;- and ovei* ai^d above the spiendoor 
of ihft ceremoiif, )iis son Solomon deposited ii^ 
his monument ap inestimable treasure f .** And we 

^ Much cnielty:is praeUfted, bolh o^ llunaii beings^ wAA 
Uio op) soimals, tiattire kiUed op tbtm pc^aiiovau 
f leyrish Anticjiities, lib* vii. phap. VL 
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aNr« tolfi/tiittii^wheii Alexand^ the Great had 
Cyrus's tomb opened, there wais found therein, a 
bed of gdd> ^ veiy rich table^ drinking-cups^ and 
OMUiy fine* yestments. The Egyptians were ac- 
cwtomed to this j^ctiee ; for in their mummies 
ivef e ^qiteatly frand<very precious ornaments ^« 
-Thetie is a rigi|l observance ps^d to certain days 
of the wedhy as it regards a cessation fr^nn labopr. 
On-^^^^sd^ys Ihe: fii^rm^ dp^ not cast their 

fietsj Friday is he}d s^^credity joni^f. and men 
iin ^as^ circ(m)stances cjblserve their birth-^day. . 

J* r • 

. • : . ' TQlygamy. 
« r' -Poly gamy exists en every pai't of the coast. 
^ BQMUA .ffi^al; liberty to have as ni{iny wives as he 
maiDtaiii. . 
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Religion. 

' When we take a view of Teligion in this part 
af Afirioa, we shall find it to consist of a mass of 
bai^bardns snpers|jitians, which have been handed 
down among them fix)m time immemorial; and 
whieh lfa€(^ continue to observe^ mef ely on .that 
uecountJ - 

' Tbey^ have aome idea of a Supreme. Bering ; 
but it is*£Hi' impeifect and coiifin^, that nothing 
pleasing or satisfactory can be extracted from it. 
They appear to hold the Moon in greater vene- 
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* StackbouM'fi History of tbe.Sible. 
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ratioii thftfitk^ fhny for tfawgiwelBmie hir «|^ 
peai*WM with rejoicing'^ • ' 

SopersfeitioB «si so firmly planted n tUft country^ 
and holds its soveareignty so trittinphaiitly in ipofiM 
states, that all the calanuties that befall them, are 
to be ascribed, in a great measure,, toifaf implieit 
confidence and obedience paid to it. In seme 
places^ no aot of any canseqvenee will be 
attempted without first consulting the object ef 
worship, through the medium of a 9et ef cheaift 
and impostors. Their object of worship, no mat** 
ter what it is, goes by the indefinite term. Fetish *f 
and those persons Fetish men or women ; for wo- 
men «are considered as capable of ^oneeelilig llie 
mysteries of their supergtiCioQ, and expooniKi^ 
the perfections of their Fetish, as the mutn. 
Where monarchy does not exist, and where the 
'govemment is lodged in the people, those pei*sons 
aanuxie much con^quenoe, and sometimes arro- 
gate much authority, and employ certain meani^ 
which generally carry destnicti^ with tiiem, to 
aecure and enforce their power. If any person 
offend the Fetish, by either disiregard^ m* by de- 
stroying any thing appertaining to it, he is mt 
^afe, ^nlesfii the injury be fully requited, 0C. the 
anger <of (lie Fetish appeased fay presents or 



* Fetish Is derived from the Portuguese word fettg^, 
witchcraft. IMssTfl Hiflftoi^^f DslM>a<y. . * 
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OH^cfgiJiti pi ^ijj^ or iaott to tUe nff&nte ftAd tke cir- 
fMtaritmiQdi of Ike offimder. 
« TIt# votaries of tlie Feiiisk gain tkeir livelihood 
jbr^ ' these Mvfe of exactioiis : and n^ anto tb# 
{Riwa who difippHt^s ^hdr power {^ 

' 'Itwaf oonsidei^d i^eeedsary to lay down thii$ 
genera) riew of the €kild-ooast, before its difl^nt 
parts iferi^ BQcajoittied ; li»)t &e reader may be 
taabled td form «>in>e judgmeii^ of the ccmntry , 
beftre]|)e is earned further; and wbftleter opi* 
fiibirJfB' ntay: have formed, he would be better 
^leaiallwftft the Gold-coast, if a more ^correct 
knowled^ t«(f^ the ^country inlcmd could be ob- 
tadnad : "A dur knowled'ge' of the sea-coast does 
not entitie us to form a solid opinion of the coun- 
try at large, mtber as it regards the improvement 
of trade, or cultivation. 



,. * FtHA is a.word of great licence, and applied in a greal 
variety of ways : it fi-eqn*?ntly means any thing forbidden, 
One tnSin refuses to eat a white fowl, another a black one \ 
saying, ** it is fetinh /* There are places into which they 
Id natMili a WMe man ^ «titer r etfquire^ Why t They 
Sixefetishi To 4ill 4|i aUigHtQr, 9r nJeofmrd^ is,^MM en 
^me (daces,, {f ya perspn be poi^oned^ ox unwell, in a way 
they cannot account for ; it njetish! In lieu of ^ oath to 
prove the truth of any assertion, they take fetish. Fetish is 
l)i6^9M*of ^e West Indies ; '/CTt^Af people the conjurers, the 
ptryMlkmi tk« kKwym, tb« j^esKs of the country. 
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Every country we hear of in the interior pre* 
duces gold ; inliereas, on the coast, there is IM 
little to be obtained in comparison. All the 
ivory exported from this coasts is procured inland; 
and what an extensive and fertile country must it 
be, to afford liberty and pasture to such numerous 
herds of elephants, which doubtless might be 
trained for the same uses and purposes they are ap- 
plied to in the East ! We have yet reason to think 
that the domestic animals inland, are larger than 
on the coast; Aeep particularly. The writer 
has seen and eaten part of a sheep, brought from 
the kingdom of Eyio, which weighed, upon tha 
authority of a Dutch gentleman, one hundred and 
thirty-two pounds, cleared from the oflSsiL He 
has likewise seen with the king of Ashantee^s 
army, sheep of a large size : . this proves, that 
the pasture inland is more rich than on the sea* 
coast. 

If the king of Ashantee had not visited this 
country, we should have continued ignorant of 
the advantages that might arise from an inland 
trade. The men of consequence with him gave 
the most satisfactory accounts of the country ; 
and the king himself exhibited proofs sufficient 
to assure us of the wealth of his kingdom. 

The R)rtuguese have proved, that it is by no 
means impracticable to make advances into the 
inland countries. The whole of the kingdom oi 
Congo is, as it were, in their possessions and they 
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have many factories on the coast of Angola. 
Their principal settlement is at Loango in An- 
golai, and Cape Palmerino, where they have 
strong garrisons, and are capable of bringing in-^ 
to the field, for their defence against the natives, 
two or three thousand men, tolerably well armed. 
Since our knowledge of the coast of Guinea, w^ 
have not attempted to advance our trade into the 
heart of it ; we have been contented with a tri- 
fling enjoyment of a coast-trade. It cannot be 
questioned but that we are as capable of advan- 
cing our trade into the inland parts of Africa, as 
the Portuguese : and how infinitely it would add to 
6ur manufactories, need not be mentioned. In the 
course of a few years, we should be able to bring 
thousands of the natives into the method of chan-^ 
ging their dresses similar to Europeans^. 

The natives are in want of many articles we 
can give them; and can tender in exchange what 
is considered by us valuable. Excepting the coast 
of Guinea, we have shewn a disposition, in all 



* Experience of die past, certainly does not warrant this 
cosclttsion. Tb« natives of this coast have hnd intercourse 
with Europeans afoouf three hundred years^ and (with the ex- 
cepti<»i of a very small number educated in Europe) have 
adopted none of their cu^oms but smoking and driidcing; 
Their clothing* tools^ housc^^ canots, nets, ^c. &c. are all 
after their old ftshion. 
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our foreign possessions and settlements, to iite« 
prove iheokf and become acquainted with theft* 
ppodnctkms : that this conntry, although so near 
home, and so capable of maiiy important advanta- 
ges, should remain so long neglected, must create 
much surprise in any person who has a know- 
ledge of it. 

The country is not distinguished with Eastern 
splendour ; art is scarcely known in it ; and we 
have only to view nature, but we see her in all 
her vaiiety and elegance of dress. 

Before I close these general observations, I 
concdive it expedient to examine the Gold-Coast 
as it regards health, and to lay down some raleif 
and precautions necessary towards its preserva- 
tion. And on this head I must observe, that as* 
to salubrity, this country has its disadvantages, 
as in all other Tropical countries : but we should 
not condemn it as being so tmfriendly to Eu- 
rop^m constitaitions, as it is generally consi- 
dered* 

The coast of Guinea was formerly, and is by 
many to this day, accounted the grave of Eu- 
ropeans, and very plausibly : for, as Doctor Lind 
remarks, — ^' It was not uncoipnibn, in many 
trading factories, to meet with a fen^ Europeans^ 
pent up in a small «pot of iow damp ground, so 
entireiy i9iirr<jRnded willi wood, that they could 
scarcely have the bcfleflt of "Walking a few hun- 
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dred yavdiftf and where there was not so much m 
an avenue cut through any part of the woods* 
for the admission of wholesome and refreshing 
breezes/* 

It is a well-^known fact, that many Europeanj» 
had either forgotten or ni^lected precautions 
necessary to their preservation, and frequently 
allowed themsdves to fall into excesses which 
the strongest ootistitutions could with dijfficulty 
endure, and by such provoking practices brought 
upon the climate a degree of reprobation, which, 
with all its faults, it really does not deserve. 
Ii^deed, the coast of Guinea has found such a 
strong prepossession of opinion in some pers<ms 
as to its insalubrity, that I will state one remarks 
able instance. In 1807, one of His. Majesty's 
ships wa>s ordered to the coast of Guinea; which 
caused such a depression of i^irits in the captain, 
that he acquainted his particular friends he waa 
bound to a part of the globe, whence he did 
not expect to return. He made his will, and 
in other respects arranged his affairs. After, 
touching at Goree and Sierra Leone, the ship 
anchored at Cape-Coast* The captain visit- 
ed the governor, dined and slept on shore: 
on the following day» he complainecf of being, 
unwell^ went on boards took to his bed, and 
i^igned himself to that lowjaess of sfkiis which 
be had jg^iven. wa^r to on sadliag from England 'y 
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and in a ^ery few days nAtt^ Was bimed oii 
shore. 

Here is a melancholy instance of the force of 
prejudice, and the terror imbibed of a climate of 
which nothing of its destnictire tendency was 
known 9 bnt by report,, and the influence of dan^ 
gerous apprehension. If this unfortunate^ and, 
doubtless, brave gentleman had been surrounded 
by the fury of war, and in the midst of all its 
horrors, in all probability his mind would have 
supported itself to the last. 

Doctor Lind, in his Treatise on Diseases in^ 
cident to Europeans in Hot Climates, is of opi^ 
nion, that if the land in this country was cleared, 
it would be as healthy as the island of Barbadoes, 
the most salubrious of the West-India Islands. 
The Doctor says : " I think it would not admit 
of a doubt, that if a tract of land ia Guinea 
was as well improved as the island of Barbadoes, 
and as perfectly free from trees, underwood, 
marshes, &c. tlie air would be rendered equally 
healthful there, as in that pleasant West-India 
isrland." 

We have proof sufficient here to supgprt and 
confirm the Doctor's opinion. At Accra, where 
the country is open, and improvements at- 
tended to, Europeans do well. Many officers 
and gentlemen in the Danish service have resided 
years in and about that comitry, without ^xpe- 
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riencing any ill effect from the climate: one 
gentleman particularly, ivho lives mostly inland 
cm his plantation, has been thirty years in the 
country, and enjoys as good health as he could 
in Denmark. A gentleman high in the En- 
glish service, has been twenty years in the 
country, and has undergone the difference of 
cUmate which subordinate offices and change of 
situation exposed him to, without any appearance 
of injury to his health. I do not however at- 
tempt to prove by these instances, that the di- 
mate of this country is friendly to Europeans : 
on the contrary, after the rains, the utmost care 
is required, to prevent the ill effects of impure 
air -through the remainder of the year. In open, 
dry, and elevated situations, we breathe tolera^ 
bly pure air ; and the absence of health may be 
imputed a good deal to our own conduct. Per- 
haps many proofs could be added, tending to 
shew the superiority this climate bears to others 
in the same latitude ; we will foi^ instance repair 
to the coast of Guiana, which lies parallel to 
the coast of Guinea : here we shall perceive such 
a difference, as- will establish the opinion of su- 
perior salubrity in Africa. 

From the island of Maraca, which lies about. 
two degrees north of the river Amazon, to the 
mouth of the Oronoko, we see a remarkably 
low country, which, divested of its improve- 
mente, would (are^ent nothing bi?t rivers, swampg/ 
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and impenetrable forests : the most enterprizing 
man cannot enter this country^ with all its advan- 
tagesy without feeling apprehension of danger. 
At no time of the year can the European breathe 
pure air: for, when there is not rain to cause 
noxious exhalations, the various rivers, creeks, 
and marshes, wilLsupply the surrounding atmo- 
sphere with abundance of gross and pestilential 
vapour. 

Those who wish to visit the Gold-coast, either 
in the service or out of it, ought to be at least 
twenty years of age. If younger, there is so 
much juvenile gaiety usually retained, that at^ 
tention to regulate the passions is too often neg- 
lected ; at, and beyond the age of twenty, we 
might naturally expect, that adventurers would 
observe some precautions, which are here 
so highly necessary; the principal of which 
are, to. practise moderation, regularity, and tem- 
perance; to curb hasty or violent emotions, to 
excite the body and mind to activity, and to en- 
courage tranquillity and steadiness of mind. 
Here great attention is requisite for the regula- 
tion of the passions; and it is universally allowed, 
that nothing contributes more to the health in 
any country, but particularly Tropical climates, 
than a due regulation of the affections of the 
mind. The animating passions, such as joy, 
hope, &c. when kept within proper bounds, 
gently excite the nervous influence^ promote an 
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agreeable circulation^ and are highly conducive 
to health ; while the distressing affections, such 
as fear, grief, and despair, produce the contrary 
effect, and lay the foundation of the most forn)i<« 
dable diseases. 

A person arriving in this country from Eng- 
land, undergoes a change of atmospheric heat, 
which, upon a medium, I will set down at 25 or 
30 degrees. This difference of heat produces, 
no doubt, considerable change in his constitution : 
for although (I will suppose) the temperature 
of the blood does not undergo any alteration 
in the shade, yet, on the body being exposed 
to a vertical sun, it is liable to be heated. The 
lungs are almost immediately affected; they 
become ^ore inflated than ordinary ; the blood 
circulates with greater rapidity than usual^ 
and respiration is quickened ; which produces a 
degree of compression of the lungs, and a tem- 
porary obstruction of the arterial blood in the 
brain, which must affect that delicate organ very 
sensibly, and perhaps finally produce that change 
termed by the French coup de soleU, and by us a 
$troke of tJie sun. 

Hence it behoves every person to avoid, as 
much as possible, the meridian sunj the stranger 
particularly, who should not be abroad after 
eight, or before three o'clock in the afternoon, 
until he becomes a little inured to the climate ; 
but before and after these boars, he ought to use 

B 3 
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aft mndk exercise as prudence shall dictatCi. 
Where duty or business requires travelling, the 
night is most proper for it : but heavy clothing 
should be worn, to defend the body from the 
severe dews, which generally fail in this, as weU 
as all Tropical climates. If travelling by day 
be preferred, an umbrella should be used, and a 
handkerchief or two placed between the head 
and the hat. Sy attending to this practice, the 
temperature of the blood is not very much in* 
creased, and perspiration is encouraged; and 
while that continues uninterrupted, no fatal con^- 
sequence will ensue. *^ For the power of resist-- 
mg heat arises from the evaporation, that is con- 
stantly going on from the surface of the skin, 
and which becomes extremely abundant when 
the temperature of the air is much raised." It 
should th^efore be encouraged, but not to that 
degree as to produce weakening effects. In the 
event of getting wet, the body should be well 
rubbed with coarse cloths, and warm clothing 
put on, to restore the body to its usual tempera- 
ture. It is not unconunon, on such occasions, to 
apply spirits to the body, which ought not to be 
done, particularly to the extremities. Spirits^ 
will produce a glowing warmth ; but it is only 
momentary, for it is evaporated almost as soon 
as it is applied, and leaves a coldness behind it, 
which will cause very unpleasant consequences, 
particularly to men of an advanced age. 

4 
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If a petsm have hem much e:i^osed to ram^ 
bathing in salt water, or $alt added to fresh watery 
and used in the same way , will have a good effect : 
cold-bathing should be used freely ; and we are 
surprized that this precaution is so much neglect^ 
ed : the benefits arising from cold-bathmg are 
of greater importance than is generally under- 
stood in this country. By long residence in* hot 
climates, the body and mind suffer great changes ; 
the former becomes much relaxed, and the latter 
is deprived of a good deal of its vigour : but by 
the use of the cold-bath, these misfortunes may 
be prevented in a great degree* I would recom- 
mend, by all means, early rising and early re- 
tirement ; that is to say, up at five, and in b^d 
at nine o'clock. 

The {practice of relish-eatiftg should be explod- 
ed; we consider it a meal by no means necessary. 
The use of animal food once a day k quite 
suffiq^ent in this climate. The practice of relish- 
ing, or having a meal at ten o'clock, arises more 
from h^bit than necessity : ^ if a person break* 
fast at seven, there cannot be any great desire 
for food at ten. But those who are in fietvour of 
it may say, that they have no relish for food un- 
til ten ; but then it should partdke more of the 
nature of a breakfast, than what is now in gene-, 
rai use, viz. rich soups, stews, &c. : such highly 
season^ di^es never &il of heating the sto- 
m^h to th^. 4^gree, which will caus^ uncom* 
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mon thirst, and a frequent desire for repressing* 
this sensation, becomes, in course of time, habi' 
tiial and unavoidable. We would advise -walk- 
ing abroad until half past seven or eight o*clock, 
when, we will presume, an appetite for break- 
fast will be created; and by dining at four 
o'clock, we think the stomach will be sufficiently 
prepared to have a relish for animal food. 

By adopting this method, or one similar to it, 
the digestive organs will perform their office 
with better success, and bilious complaints will 
be lessened. In the wet season, apartments 
should be kept warm enough to coimteract the 
damp air, and the body should be preserved in 
that state of temperature, by heavy clothing, 
as to produce perspiration on using a little exer- 
cise. During the foggy season, too much atten- 
tion to this rule cannot be practised : the air 
during this season is strongly impregnated with 
unwholesome vapours, and evei-y art should be 
employed to purify it : to effect this, fumigation 
should be frequently us^d in crowded and con- 
fined apartments : the most isimple we will sup- 
pose to be vinegar, sulphur, gunpowder, and 
perhaps tobacco. 

.At Cape-Coast Castle, where there are many 
apartments, and some of them confined, we 
would recommend the practice t)f Doctor Smith's 
method of destroying contagions^ in crowded 
places. It should be used ia* crowded ware- 
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houses^ as well as rooms, every week, while this 
season of foul vapour continues : the process is 
simple, and is as follows ; viz. Let one or more 
pipkins, or small earthen pots, containing hot/ 
sand, be procured ; into each place a small 
tea-cup, containing half an ounce of sulphureous . 
acid, or oil of vitriol : as soon as the acid is well 
heated, add an equal quantity of nitre in fine, 
powder; and the mixture stirred with a glass 
rod, or the shank of a tobacco-pipe, much vapour - 
ascends, which should be conveyed to every part 
of the apartment, the doors and windows of 
which should be closed befone the process is be- : 
gvtti. This fumigation not only abates the ma* 
lignancy of fev^ and dysentery, but effectually - 
stops the progress of infection. . We strongly 
reconounend the use of flannel next the skin :: it- 
is recommended by the Faculty, and by others of . • 
knowledge and experience, as. a most important 
arki<^ of dress, especially in hot clinjates. We . 
have, however, heard, that the constant use. of 
flannel next the skin, in this country, promotes r 
or encourages an eruption, attended with pecu- r 
liarly uneasy sensation, called the prkhly heat ; . 
but we are persuaded, this heat, or eruption, is. 
not brought on by the use of flannel ; nor is it 
encouraged by it. This cutaq^us disease (if 
we may so term it) is generally known at one 
particular time of the year. In Deeeiaber and 
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Jaatmiyf when the air is very dry, and the body 
then affected by its parching qualities; and which 
rvquire more than ordinarily the applicatimt of 
flannelj and the use of exercise — ^likewise, more 
regard to temperance in. living than usual, with 
eiDoling laxative medicines. 

On the subject of flannel, we will quote the 
authority of Count Rumford, who has made 
many experiments as to its importance. — *' It is 
irell known/' says he, ** that woollen clothes, 
sttch as flannel, 8cc. worn next the skin, gready 
promote insensible perspiration r may not this ^ 
arise principally^from the strong attraction which 
subsists between wool and the watery vapoor 
which is continually issuing from the human 
body ? That it does not depend entirely on tiie 
warlDbth of th^t covering, is clear ; for the same' 
degree of warmth prodiuced by wearing more 
clothing of a different kind does not produce the 
3ame effect. The perspiration of die htmian 
body being absorbed by a covering of flannel, it 
is immediately distributed through the whole 
thickitesfis of that substance, and by iiiat means 
expdsbd by a very large surface to-^be carried off 
by the atmosphere ; and the loss of this waitary 
vcipouF, tvhidi the flannel sustains on the one 
jside by evaporation, being immediately restored 
irom the other, in consequence of the strong at^ 
Inaction between the flannel and tins vapour. 
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Ae pores of tho skin are disincaiubered, and 
they ace continuaUy surrounded by a dry and sa« 
lubrious atmo^here/' 

'^ It is a mistaken notion/' says he» " that it 
is too warm a clothing for summer: I have worn 
it in the hottest climates, and at all seasons of 
the year; and never found the least inconvenience 
from it : it is the warm«>bath of perspiration con- 
fined by a Unen shirt, wet with sweat ; which 
renders the summer^heat in Southern climates 
insupportable : but flannel promotes perspiration, 
and favours its evaporation -, and evaporation, as 
is well known, produces positive cold/' 

We hav^ already perhaps obtruded on the 
province of the physician in making unqualified 
remarks, and delivering opinions ; but we trust 
the Faculty will excuse our intrusion, and im- 
pute it not to arrogance, but an anxious desire 
to render these observations as usefiil as we pos* 
s^y can to the Service, and our countrymen in 
Africa. We will therefore take the liberty of 
laying down a very necessary caution. Persons 
just arrived in the country dbould be sparing in 
Ui^ir diet; and they should refrain from salt 
meat as much as possible ; their food should be 
such as is easy of digestion ; and vegetables and 
acid fruits should be freely used: their drink» 
which should likewise be sparing, to consist of 
rum and water, wine and water, lemonade, &c. 
Spiriti should be ft^y diluted with water, and 
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acidulated either with Ume-jnice, or a miBeral' 
acidi 

The body should be kept gently open by 
cooling physic, such as salts, cream of tartar, or 
any other cooling purgative which the surgeon 
of the place may advise : a dose may be takien 
every week for a couple of months, until iiie 
constitution is a little seasoned to the climate. 
The cold-bath should be used every day, either 
in the fore or afternoon, and the heat of the sun 
should be avoided as much as possible. What 
we have said respecting relish-eating should be 
particularly attended to by new-comers. 

The importance of having a supply of good 
water, is of the first consideration in this coun- 
try. The tanks of the different forts should be 
cleansed and white- washed onee a year; and- 
some lime, or charcoal, thrown into small tanks^ 
assist in preserving the water pure. Persons who 
are constrained to use pond or river water, wouM 
do well in having it boiled before it is pot into 
the filtering-stone. 

We will here say a word or t#o» ^n filtering* 
stones, and propose an improvement that wiB be 
found, perhaps, entitled to some attention. It 
is well known, that the method employed in 
cleaning drip-stones in this country, wears' them 
very much, and, in course of a few years, they 
become so porous, that water passes itbrougb 
them, depriv^ only in a small d^ee of its iqt- 
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purities— a method suggested itself to the writer^ 
of repairing this inconvenience. — He procured 
a leaden pipe of about three feet and a half long, 
and one inch diameter in the bore, and gave it 
a curved form ; one end of which was six or 
eight inches longer than the other, and the dia- 
meter of the bore a little increased : some coarse 
sand was put into the curved part of the tube, 
and a hole made at the extremity of the short 
end, through which a quill was put. A keg 
was procured, and filled with water, and a small 
cock affixed to it. The water was allowed to 
drip into the longer part of the tube ;. and, in 
passing through the sand, it was cleared of its 
impurities : it was received from the short part of 
the tube perfectly clear. And thus filtration is 
carried on in a very successful manner. The 
tube is generally cleaned once a week, and sup- 
plied with fresh sand. A wooden tube, if made 
tight, will answer the purpose; and an apgular 
form will do as well as a curved one. 

In whatever manner the foregoing rules 
and observations may be considered by the 
Faculty ; by persons long resident in the coun- 
try, and by those well acquainted with Tropi-* 
cal countries; it is presumed, that if they 
are carefoUy consulted by the young and. 
unexpmeneed, for whose guidance they : are 
chiefly intended, they will^ be found useful. 
The writer is actuated by motifves of public 
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welfare; and if his wishes to render this countty 
better adapted to the prosperity of his country* 
men be confirmed, he will feel highly gratified. 

We have here finished a general accomit of 
the €rold-coast, and shall conmience an examina- 
tion of those parts contiguous to the English and 
Dutch settlements ; beginning at ApoUonia. 



tJHAPTER III. 

APOIXONIA; JjAKE, VIIXAGE ERECTED IN 
IT; CUSTOMS, MANNERS, ANB DISPOSITIONS 
OF THE APOIXONIANS: HISTORY. — ^AXIM. 
— ANCOBRA RIVER. — HOLLANDIA . — DIX- 

COVE. -^ — BOUTRY. TACCORARY. -— SUC- 

CONDEE. ^ASHANTA COUNTRY. --—CH A- 

MA'H. — COMMENDA.— -EUaNA. 

ApoUonia. 

jL he first fort on the windward part of the 
Gold'Coast is Apdlloiua, It is about three miles 
eastward of a cape of that name, and is iditQated. 
on a spacious plain, at about one hundred yaFd9 
from the sea. About tibree miles from tiba fwt 
inland, there is a very fine lake of fi:^ wati^^ 
that forms 4he boundary of the plain in^eriorlyj 
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and may be computed at six miles in circum- 
ference. It is deep, for no bottom was found 
about the centre, with a line of thirty fSetthoms. 
There is a variety of fish here ; the crocodile, or 
alligator, inhabits it; and a large species of 
snake has been discovered on its banks, 

A small village is erected in this lake ; the 
houses are formed on wooden piles ; they are se- 
parated from each other, so that every house is 
insulated. The inhabitants form a communica- 
tion by means of canoes, which are generally 
paddled by women. The original inhabitants of 
this village are said to have been composed of 
disaffected and ill-disposed persons, who emi- 
grated from their native country Chamah, a small 
state some distance, eastward of ApoUonia, and 
where the Dutch have a fort. It is reported, the 
king at first refiised them any indulgence, and 
desired them to depart from liis kingdom : they 
however intreated him with, much importu- 
nity, and informed him, they were willing to 
undergo liie meanest ofiice, if he would permit 
them to settle in any part of his country. At 
leng^, the king allotted to them a small spot of 
ground adjoining to the lake, but told them 
they must not build upon it, but endeavour 
to erect houses in the lake, so as to be se^ 
eluded from his subjects. Necessity thus obliged 
them to exert all the ingenuity and art they were 
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masters of; and after much labom*, they succeied* 
ed in forming comfortable and secure houses of 
^ood, chiefly of the baiAboo cane. The inha- 
bitants of this village are careful in retaining 
their primitive language, and have no further in- 
tercourse with the Apollonians, thaji a trifling 
trade will admit of; which only consists of fish 
caught in the lake, and for which they get corn 
and rice in exchange. Whatever may have been 
their character and disposition, they appear to 
live peaceably and happy. Their situation is fa» 
Tourable to tranquillity, as no part of a family, 
can move abroad without some difficulty ; which 
affords no opportunity of using; m^practices, and, 
fearful of incurring the displeasure of the 
kiog, they must be strict in their behaviour and 
conduct. 

The country of ApoUonia is for the most part 
flat, and abounds with wood and water, but no 
considerable river runs through it. 

There are many small rivers, which form a 
communication in the wet season, and inundate a 
considerable part of the country : hence it is fa- 
vourable for the production of rice, sugar-cane, 
or whatever requires a wet soil. The natives cul- 
tivate rice, Indian-corn, yams, &c« ; and a buU 
bous root called coco^ which is of a globular form, 
and about the size of a small potatoe, but much 
firmer* There is abundance of sugar-cane in thQ 
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country ; and although the cultivation of it is iRTt 
much attended to, it grows to a good size. The 
cocoa-nut tree is very plentiful near the sea; be- 
sides which, there are four kinds of palm-tree to 
be found in the country ; the high ahd low palm, 
the date-tree, and the fan-leafed palm. The h%h 
pp.lm tree grows to the height of sixty, eighty, 
and an hundred feet ; and from it is procured an 
, intoxicating liquid, that bears the name of palm- 
wine : it is got by simply making a hole at the 
top of the tree ;- in which hole they insert a reed, 
and in a short time the liquid flows through it, 
and is received into an earthen pot, secured for 
that purpose. The low palm yields a liquid like- 
wise ; but the ti*ee is destroyed to obtain it. They 
remove the earth from the roots of the tree, and 
bring it to the ground ; a fire is then made about 
the centre of the trunk, and when they conceive 
the heat has liquified the substance within it, they 
cut an oblong piece out of the top, to give it vent, 
and also bore a hole, and the liquor drops gradu- 
ally through it. The wine obtained from tliis 
tree is more agreeable, and less intoxicating than 
the high-tree wine. It very seldom can be tasted 
in its natural state, unless at the tree ; for as it is 
procured only in small quantities, the natives 
adulterate it pretty freely. If this liquid be tast- 
ed in its pure and original state, it will be found 
very agreeable, imparting a richness and delicacy 
of taste to the palate, scarcely to be excelled by 
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any artificial liquid whatever *. To climb the 
high palm-treesy which have no branches but at 
their top, and the straight and slender stems of 
which cannot support a ladder, requires some 
ag^ity. The natives use a sort of g^rth, which 
they pass round the tree, and on which they seat 
themselves; then, with the assistance c^ their 
feet, and holding a rope that is fastened to the 
girth in both hands, they force the g^rth sudden- 
ly upwards, so as to catch the rugged protube- 
rances with which the stem is studded : by means 
of these successive springs, the people here reach 
the top of the palm and cocoa-nut tree ; where, 
still sitting, they work at their ease either in pro- 
curing the palm-wine, or gathering the cocoa- 
nuts : they afterwards descend in the same man- 
ner. The wine is not the only produce of the 
palm-tree ; by beating the leaves, filaments are 
obtained, from which they make ropes. They 
jfre fond of the fruit of the date-tree, which is 
smaller than the Egyptian date, and is in fact the 
wild date. It grows libundantly in low moist 
situations, and is generally found near stagnant 
pools. The fan-leafed palm is likewise found in 
moist situations : it bears a fruit that yields an 



. * Palin^wiiie will not keep mote than a few hours : it u^ 
drunk in a sta^U of effervescence. The sap of newl^ fallen 
trees will run without the application of fire: this is only 
^plied to forci; out the last remaining liquor* 
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tth^ttiotts substance of a stit)ng fragrant smell : it 
is not known whether they make use of the fruit; 
of the stem they make drums. This species of 
palm grows to the height of forty or £fty feet, 
and about five feet in circumference ; the leaves 
which project from the summit, in shape some- 
thing like a fan, give it a pretty appearance. 

There is a variety of excellent timber in the 
country, capable of being converted to very use- 
ful purposes. The soil of ApoUonia is generally 
good ; the surface of the low land is chiefly light 
and sandy for about four or five inches, beneath 
which it is rich clay ; excepting near the Cape, 
there is scarcely a stone to be seen in the whole 
country. Among the wild animals, the ele- 
phant is sometimes seen in this country. There 
are numbers of monkeys about the lake, and a 
great variety of birds. Of the domestic animals, 
the king has a few homed cattle and some good 
sheep ; but the chief stock of the middling class 
is poultry. 

The sea breaks with such violence along the 
coast of ApoUonia, that it cannot be approached 
without the utmost danger. There are no creeks, 
nor harbours. The coast is flat and sandy. 
There are very few fishermen in this country, and 
not many who are acquainted with the manage^ 
ment of canoes ; the surf being so violent, it de-> 
prives them of the advantage of golipg out to sea 
to fish : but those who are acquaintetl with thv 
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art of paddling canoes, perform their oflice^ with 
much dexterity. They will go o£f to vesselsi and 
convey merchandize on shore with safety : when 
they wish to display a proof of their skill, they 
can conduct a canoe on shore with surprizing Te- 
locity. They watch the sea when on the point of 
breaking, and every man betakes himself to steer* 
ing ; which is performed by keeping the flat part 
of the paddle parallel to the canoe, and giving it 
a quick motion, making nearly right angles with 
the canoe : when they have got the canoe on the 
smnmit of the sea, and when it is ready to breaks 
this quick motion of the paddle is discontinued, 
and it is kept firmly in a parallel position ; wheu 
the canoe flies on shore with great rapidity. The . 
canoe must be kept on a balance, and as .straight 
a course ^as possible be observed; otherwise it 
will overset. 

Europeans travel in two ways, either by sea in . 
a cano€f or by land in a hampwck^ 

Canoes are of different sizes, and paddled by '^ 
from three to twenty-one canoe-men: the ^mailer- 
sized are used for fishing and other pui^o^es by^ 
the Blacks; the Whit^ commonly use those 
worked by fi-om seven to fifteen paddles. Some, 
put a platform in the bottom, and erect ^n awn- 
ing with curtains over the fore-part of the cano^. 
where the pasiftengers sit, to protect Jtlieni fiDKfOk:. 
the rain or dew at night, and from the^ml^pf th0 
«un- by day : others content th^msejtvef |?ith; au 

 4 ' 
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umbrella. These canoes are made out of silk- 
cottoti trees, shaped and hollowed out wiA a very 
simple instrument of iron, like a large chisel, 
which answers either as axe or adze, according 
to the shape of the handle with which it is used. 
Some of these trees are large enough to make a 
canoe to paddle with twenty-one men, and carry 
four puncheons of liquor. The wood is soft and 
easily worked, especially when green, and almost 
as light as cork when dry. 

A hammock is made of cotton, something like 
those used on-board ship, but larger and neater; 
generally brought from Braeil by the Portuguese. 
This is slung to a bamboo pole about nine feet 
long, and covered by a cloth, in such way that the 
person carried can either sit up or lie down in it, 
and borne by two men * at a time, either on their 
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^ These men are |>aid in goods or gold, to about the value 
of five shniings each man for their trip ; beside which, they 
have subsistence and liquor. This appears but moderate pay 
for such laborious employment : but when it is considered, 
that a Black can be victualled sumptuotisly, agreeably to the 
custom of the country, for ten shillings per month, it \s too 
much : and it is very probable, if lEuropeans, at a future 
time, should haiie occasion to hire free labourers for purposes 
of cultivation, they virill regret that such high pay has been 
given to l^unmock-men and canoe- men ; as it may be urgecf 
against them as a precedent for giving hi^'WKge^. If a la- 
boater in Europe earn as mucS in one day as will keep bin 
two, he is well satisfied. 

F 2 
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i^oolders or head, rested on a cloth rolled round 
in the same way as our milk-maids carry their 
pails. To go a distance of twenty-five or thirty 
miles, it is usual to have six or eight bearers for 
each hammock ; who relieve each other without 
stopping ; and two or three more to carry any ne- 
cessaries, particularly a case of liquor for the peo- 
ple to drink ; without which nothing is done in 
this country. Well supplied with rum, they will 
travel at the rate of five miles an hour ^. 

The extent of ApoUonia, like that of other mari- 
time states in this country, is inaccurately defined : 
there is no exact ulterior boundary, until we arrive 
at towns and villages, the inhabitants of which 
perhaps acknowledge a distinct authority. It 



* Two or three Europeans traveling in tbis way, witb tfte 
flag of their country carried before them, attended by a 
number of stoat Black men, almost in a state of nature, 
singing and running, make a most whimsical procession. If 
stfch a one could be exhibited in England, it would draw the 
public attention from even a cavalcade of the Whip-club; 
and more especially if they could see such a party received 
in a ceremanUnu way at a Black-town, by the men in their 
war-dresses, capering about and firing their muskets, most 
heavily loaded with powder, almost in the faces of their vi- 
sitors ; for the nearer they fire to you, the greater the com- 
pliment: so that, in fiict, a very honourable reception is at- 
tended with a proportionable degree of bodily risk,, as it is. 
no very uncommon event to have a musket or two burst upon 
the occasion. This parade must be requited by a present of 
liquor and gunpowder. 



* 



61 

stretelies about one hondred miles along the coa^t; 
how far inland, is not exactly known : it does not^ 
however, exceed twenty miles. 

The natives of this country are generally tall 
and well formed; thick lips and flat noses are 
not distingnishing features among them. They 
are courteous, kind, and hospitable, but for the 
most part reserved in their manners ; which is 
occasioned more by the nature of their govern-* 
ment, than a natural disposition. They have the 
cfharacterof bemg brave and warlike ; indeed, on 
many occasions they have confirmed this. They ^ 
sure fond of music, and their instruments consist 
•of drums, horns, and flutes : the drums are of va«- 
rious sizes and forms ; the horns are made of the 
tusks of young elephants, which go by the name 
of screvelloes ; the sound of their horn is like that 
of the bugle. The flutes are made of a large 
reed, open at both ends, with a triangular cut at 
the mouth-end, and scraped thin to divide the 
wind: they are about four feet long; the notas 
produced from these flutes are soft and plaintive. 
When the king walks publicly abroad, he is ge- 
nially acccMnpanied by a full band ; and the al- 
ternate ams produced from the horns, flutes, sind 
'drums, are by no means unharmonious or inelet 
g^t. 

The dress of the men consists of a piece of 
f^o^ of two or more fathoms, wrapt loosely about 
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tiiebody; they likewise wear a folded dodi raimd 
the loins. The dress of the women is o»ach the 
same as that of the men ; they wear bracelets, 
and neck-ornaments ; some of them wear on their 
feet brass rings, which are of an oval shape, and 
made to encircle the heel, and to extend to about 
the middle of the foot: on particular occasions, 
the women of consequence exchange the brass 
for gold rings. Their houses are made of bam- 
boo, i^nd plastered with a strong loamy day. 
The floors are made of the same sort of clay, and 
are remarkably hard. Their towns and villages 
are in general surrounded by a strong fence of 
bamboo cane, which secures the inhabitants in a 
great measure against the encroachments of wild 
anims^. 

Of the religion of this country, nothing grati- 
%ing can be said : superstition does not appcbr to 
reigu so triumphantly here as in other states ; very 
few pretend to profess supernatural powers,, if we 
exdude those who claim a knowledge of the heal« 
ing*art, and who are encouraged by the king. 

The harvest-festival is observed here with par- 
lacolar attenticm ; and it is customary, on this oc^ 
cation, for the governor of the fort to entertain 
the principal men ^th a dinner: daring this fes. 
tival, which continues for a weds, mirth' and 
good-humour are difiused among the people. 

The government of this counfoy is sddy in 



63 

the liancls of the king:. He hears, iries^ and 
jmsses judgment, without the opinion of any of 
his subjects, excepting when the accused is a 
great pei'sonage ; but in this case, a man of con- 
sequence seldom appears as a criminal before the 
king. If he be guilty of a crime, or if he incur 
the king^s displeasure, a message is sent to him, 
importing the necessity of proying his innocence ; 
which is generally complied with, and he is tried 
agreeably to the ordeal of the country, which 
seldom fails of its intended purpose. This trial 
consists of administering the bark of a tree deemed 
poisonous, and other substances, mixed in water ; 
which, if retained on the stomach, generally 
proves fatal ; if it be rejected, it confirms the in* 
nocence of the person. THe king himself sees 
this potion prepared, if he be resolved it shall 
have effect ; and he sometimes sees it giyei|. 
This is sn efficacious method, at the same time 
satisfactory to the public, Qf disposing of , a 
man no longer a favourite, or who may have had 
evil designs against the king : for the sup^tition 
of tiie Countiy is such, that if the man die in 
consequence of this trial, he must have been 
guilty. The innocent cannot be injured by it* 
The punishments inflicted on the commonall^ 
are, behe^uling, burying alive, and placing the 
pexsoa' in a deep ^it, and leaving him there to 
IHeiiiBli. The kin^s of ApoUonia support an arm^ 
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ed force of about one thousand men ; and every 
man of consequence is obliged to furnish a quota 
of men and money, when the king goes to war. 
' The history of this sntall kingdom is preserved 
only by tradition, and in course is involved in 
mach'^obscurity and uncertainty. We know no- 
thing of it anterior to the reign of king Amoni- 
hier: and when the Dutch were inclined to 
settle in the country, that king was not willing to 
fjstvour their inclination ; which caused a war. 

The Dutch crossed Ancobra river, which forms 
the eastern boundary of ApoUonia, with a consi- 
derable force, Europeans as well as natives, with 
& few artillery j and were soon opposed by the 
ApoUonians, at the head of whom was the king. 
A battle was fought, which terminated with the 
(lefeat of the invaders, who were obliged to re- 
cross the river with precipitation, leaving behind 
them their field-pieces, which (it is reported) are 
carefully preserved by Amonihier's successors, as 
a trophy of this victory. Some time after this, 
the Dutch made preparations for another invasion, 
which induced the king to invite the English, as 
a more certain security against the encroach- 
ments of the Dutch. The invitation was accept- 
ed, and a small fort was, at a considerable ex- 
pence, erected ; since which period, we have com-* 
manded the trade of this country. There are 
piany extraordinary accounts preserved of this 
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person ; all of which give him the character of 
haying been a man of great i^irit and resolution, 
but addicted to tyranny. The following is par<^ 
ticularly recorded of him, and will give a pretty 
clear sketch of his general disposition. ^ ^ 

A leopard had committed many depredations 
in the neighbourhood of the king's residence; and 
although every vigilance was practised, and many 
methods employed to destroy him, yet by his exr 
traordinary sagacity he eluded them all : at length 
the king, wearied with the caution of the animal^ 
and enraged at the ravages he committed, sum- 
moned the principal men before him, and told 
them that he had come to the resolution of securing 
the animal, even at the risk of half of his sub-* 
jects; and gave orders, that the thicket where 
the animal kept concealed should be surrounded, 
and that he should be brought to him alive ! This 
extraordinary order was obeyed, and the animal 
secured, but not without the loss of life to some, 
and mortal wounds and severe laceration being 
inflicted upon others. The king, notwithstand- 
ing, was highly pleased in seeing the animal in 
his possession, and caused a post to be driven in a 
yard, to which the beast was secured. On par- 
ticular days, and when surrounded by his ctiief 
subjects, he failed not to address the animal, in * 
a manner demopstrative of hi^s power ^nd autho- 
rity, and to extol his supremacy over every thing 
in his Hing^pp^ » ;, ./ 
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Upon the death 4>f Amonihier, the gtnrern* 
ment of the Idngtlom devolved on a man named 
Qna^diie, who inherited all the despotic dii^osi- 
tion of his predecessor, withoot his bravery or 
martial spirit. In the early part of this king^s 
reign, he was guilty of many cruelties, which 
tendered him odious to his subjects, and if it had 
not be^i, that an extraordinary circumstance 
happened of a domestic nature, which effectually 
changed his disposition, in all probability he 
would have fallen a victhn to his tyrannical 
spirit. Among the children who were bom to the 
king about this period, were three, deaf and 
dumb; which surprized him considerably; and 
every person who was considered to possdss un- 
eonamcm knowledge, was consulted respecting 
the cause of this singular event. After various 
▼ague and ambiguous opinions, some of the most' 
cunning and politic among them afpproached the 
king and said, that if he would net be displeased 
at what they had to relate, they would unfold the 
cause of this misfortmie. After an assuranc^e 
that the king would not be offbnded with them, 
they said, < That this misfortune was a putiish-i 
' ment hiflicted by the Fetish, for his cmelti^ 
' and rigorous goremment ; and that other^ Ciala- 
' mittes of a heavier* nature would happen to 
' him, if he did iftot aet in a mflder manner to 
' his subjects.' This declaration ha:d th^ vHsbed- 
for effect on the king. He nowbeeatne' mOd^ 
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and mcrciAd ; and on aU occasioiis co&mlted his 
men of consequence, before he exerted his antho- 
titj. He was afterwards as much beloved as he 
had before been abhorred ; and died in June, 
1801, regretted by his subjects. 

It may not^be deemed superfhioiis h^re to re- 
mark, that whenever this king i^f^peared publiely 
abroad, he took care to confirm to his subjects the 
proofe of his reformatido. On those occasi<ms, 
his flutes, hopis, and drums, preceded him, and 
his executioners with their embl^ns of ^ce re- 
versed. These men were usually habited in a 
grotesque manner : on their heads was a sort of 
helmet, to which was affixed a bmming lamp. 
They were instructed, after extolling the virtues 
of the king, to conclude with a discourse oa th« 
micertainty of future existence, and a Mcom* 
mendation to good actions, which ended with 
words similar to the following : ^' We are night 
and day on the watch, to behold a king as power- 
id as Quaflbie; in vain do we watch for hip; there 
is no man so greait or so merciful : yet he must 
die V* These last words were attended with an 
air peculiarly solemn. Whether this man was 
govamed by superstition, policy, or tenderness of 
heart, we cannot decide : but we are inlonsed 
by perscms who were well acqnamted with hini,^ 
tint he was humane and benevolent, aad pos- 
sessed a delicacy of manners rarely to be fpund 
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in a person aeither acqaainted with the duties of 
true religion, nor the rules of civilized society. 
According* to the right of succession in this 
country, (which devolves on the sister's sou,) 
there was no lawful heir to the kingdom. The 
eldest son of Quadiie was however considered 
the most fit person to succeed* But when 
the elders of the people and men of conse- 
quence assembled to appoint him, a division 
arose, at the head of which was his brother, 
who had the ambition to aspire to the chief 
authority by force of arms. The majority 
of the people became alarmed, and prepared to 
resist the ambitious views of this man, whose 
name was Annah<Mna. His confederates secretly 
wididrew, and the armed foree he commanded, 
and which formed his father's body-guard, like^ 
wise forsook him. Thus impeded and disap* 
|k»inted, he became desperate, and, after destroy** 
ing his wives tfnd children, he shot himself; or, 
as some persons will have it, he compelled one of 
his sons toconunitthe act The conduct and 
fate of Annahoma brought upon the remainder 
of Quashie's children the indignation of the 
people ; and in a short time the whole were de** 
stroyed, excepting the two dumb children, (one 
of whom died previous to this circumstance,) who 
were considered incapable of destroying the 
tranquillity of the kingdom ; the government of 
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which was now given to an old man; who 
being too feeble to discharge his duties^ his 
brother was appointed regent. He is now king, 
and has the character of possessing a good share 
of political sagacity. He is fond of war, and 
has lately extended his kingdom. 

The trade of ApoUonia consists of gold, ivory, 
palm-oil, pepper, and some rice. The gold-trade 
is sometimes considerable : the articles g^ven in 
exchange, are gun-powder, Brazil tobacco, lead, 
iron, guns, India and some British cotton-manu- 
facture. The trader is perfectly secure in this 
country : he meets with no impositions, nor ex- 
actions ; his property is in no danger, and his 
person is considered sacred. It is usual for every 
trader to give the king an annual gift, and, pre- 
vious to his commencing trade, a regulated cus- 
tom is paid ; after which, he is at liberty to trade 
to any extent 

After leaving ApoUonia, the next settlement 
we come to is Dutch. It is situated in a country 
called Axim ; which forms part of the rich, ex*, 
tensive, and fertile country of Ashantah. It is a 
compact fort, built by the Portuguese, and called 
Fort Anthony. It stands upon a promontory that 
forms the most western part of Cape Three / 
Points. It is about ten leagues Eai^ fra^ fort ^ 
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Apollonia, and about 'two miles from the river 
Ancobral 

Fort Anthony is most agreeably situated on an 
eminence, and in a commanding position: the 
landing here is perfectly safe; boats may ap- 
proach, and, during the dry season, may be 
beached without danger. 

We now enter a country in many respects dif- 
ferent from that we have left. It is more hifly, 
more woody ; the soil is richer, but the country is 
not watered so well as Apollonia. The Dutch, 
who are remarkable for horticultute, have an ex- 
cellent garden here, which produces an abundatit ' 
supply of fruits and vegetables. 

Anc^bra Rvver. 

The entrance to Ancobra river is so obstructed 
by rocks, that even^canoes cannot get into it, ex- 
cepting when the sea is remarkably tranquil. It 
is not a river of any considerable magnitude ; it 
is deep, but hot lm)ad, and is supposed to run 
through a good extent of country. From its name, 
it might be supposed, that it abounds with snakes : 
but, probably, the serpentine form of the river 
induced the Portuguese to caU it Rio Ancober. 
The French built a fort on the right bank of this 
liirer, and at about fifty miles from its mouth, 
where they had a great gold-trade,^that so6n ex- 
cited tile jealousy of the Dutch, who ^xpeikd 
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th^m : Ike Dutchy bowevar, did not long ezrjoy 
this acquisition ; for, the chief got embroiled with 
the natives, and betook himself to the desperate 
remedy of blowing up. the fort, with himself and 
garrison, smd a numerous body of the natives, 
whoms it is reported, he had invited, under a pre- 
tence of settling the dispute, 

Hollandia. 

About four leagues from Fort Anthony, we 
come to the ruins of a fort, foriperly called Fort 
Royal Fredericksburg : it was built, with two 
smaller forts on tins coast, by a company^ called 
the Brandenburg Company, at the head of which 
was Frederick- William, Duke of Brandenburg ; . 
and were sold to the Dutch West-India Company 
for 30,000/, by the Duke's son, Frederick-Wil- 
liftm, the first king of Prussia.: The natives of 
this place were unwilling to adioit the Dutch, and 
il^e conw^^der of Fort Royal sippi:ov.ed of their: 
designs; ii^ con^equenee of which, the Dutch : 
were obliged to lay siege to tUe fort : and, after , 
a des^rate resistance, th^y got possession of it; ; 
but were constraiped to grant favourable terms : 
to the commander and his garrison, who mareh- 
ed out with all the honours of wtu*, taking with ; 
.them their private property. When the Dutch 
became masters of thijs place, they called it HoU 
2aii<fta,^a9dA . conceiving the expence of r^pultingr 
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the injuries it received during the siege too great, 
allowed it to decay. 

Div Cwe. 

Three leagues from Hollandia, is isituated a 
small settlement, likewise belonging to the Dutch, 
called Accoda : and three leagues further on, we 
come to Dix Cave, where the British have a small 
but strong and compact fort. 

It is advantageously situated at the entrance of 
a small cove, which will admit vessels of thirty 
or forty tons at high water. The channel in 
narrow, but safe, and capable of being so far im* 
proved, as to admit vessels of one hundred tons 
and upwards, at a trifling expence. 

Bcutrtf, 

About three miles from Dix Cove we come to 

a place called Bovtry, where the Dutch have a 

small fort, which, with Accoda and Hollandia, 

formerly belonged to the Brandenburg Com** 

pany. This fort, as well as all the Dutch forti 

and settlements, stands on an eminence, and com* 

mands an lagreeable prospects Beneath the fort 

^runs a small river, which could be made navigable 

for small craft, some distance inland. 

• 

Taccorartf. 

Thr^ leagues eastward from this place i^ 
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attoUifef Butch settlement callecl 'Taecturmy^ ; -near 
to which is likewise a river. There is a danger-- 
ou^ reef of rocks, that. stretches two or three 
miles from this place, which should be carefully 
avoided : part of the reef is dry at low water. , 

« 
Succondee. « 

About four miles from Taccorary, we c^me to 
Succondee; where the Dutch have a respectable 
fort, and the British a settlements We had for^ 
merly a fort here ; but it was destroyed by the 
French in the American war. The Dutch \% 
called Orange Fort : it is situated' on a rock^ 
suflBciently elevated above the sea. The landing 
here is safe; and there is a ccmvenient bay for 
small craft to anchor in. 

We have now attained the extremity of the 
Ahanta country; and it is .undoubtedly, in ev^ry 
respect, the richest on the GoId«coast. Its coas^ has 
many jconvenient creeks and harbours; which is an 
advantage Apollonia is deprived of. It abounds 
With many kinds of excellent timber ; oqe ^ 
which is not much inferior to mahogany, and, in 
the hands of good workmen, could be madt^ 
equally useful, and perhaps as valuable. 

1(1 general, this country is well planted; th^ 
soil is adapted to every sort of Tropical produce^ 
and the natives may be considered the most in^' 
dqstrious in the country. Every man <A conse- 

G 
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^uciiM m tlie aSetesA toww on Ae eoast^ hM 
Munlry-teiideoee and plantatioiis. It lias some 
gold-mines; bat they btb in general kept con« 
cealed^ as Fetish is put upon them ; whieh pro'> 
hibits the lower order from getting intigiately ac-^ 
quainted with that, which would deprive them of 
their agricultural employments, and introduce a 
life of idleness and debauchery among them. 

• 

Tile Ahanta country stretches further inland than 
ApoBoma, and is bounded by the Warsaw and 
IKnkara countries* The former is governed by 
two persons, who arie m some measure indepen- 
dent of each other in their government ; but in 
4ll|er reacts they are united. The latter is a 
small kingdom, toibatary lo the king of Ashantee. 
Both these countries abound with gold : the "Din* 
kara gold is the purest we meet with. 

Although a king is acknowledged in the Ahan^ 
ta country, yet his power is limited : indeed, t\m 
government is left to tibe regulation of the diffiir^ 
*nt head*qien. The king is never consulted^ 
iteless in cases of great consequence. In" 
gMMuI> Ae people are well dii^sed ; Aey are 
Ml- under such restrictions as the Apollonians, 
and are therefere more free in their malinesB and 
QO&yevsatt<m ; but are less courteouft and polite^ 
and not so hospitable. Many abomintMe prac*- 
tices encouraged in the Fantee and nei^hboudit^ 
eountries> are not tolerated here : we sdidrai hetf 
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of dlspuUs amongst them, &fi!d Eoropeijis aire 
«dii^redt»i^ respect, ^fdi^ld^d theit behaviour 

The Vegetable productions of thii» eouhti';f ktt 
lit general to be had in great plenty ; a^d in 
sesUlonji of t^cdrcity^ the ihhabitatits can tsinp^Iy 
thdf tteighboiifs With tbe fmiti^ <^ tbeb* Ittboni' 
axid itidiistry. Tliey never knoW What it i^tti b« 
^i^eilsfed for 6ohii^ y^tnd^ &c. so httfetiiiy^ Ate 
tfa^ fo agrietiltufe. The i^g^aNcahe gro#s to a 
gre&i s^ in thii^ country^ and is mneh tts^, piaslF- 
tictilarfy by the 'Wo^!!n^n, whd ^re fotid ^ iimnti* 
catttig it : it aflS^rds ati ag¥6dibbl« and i^^ft-sigh^ 
jdi^e^ Whiefa is eotisidei^^d Whoiteiome. Th6p«(ltri»> 
tf^e h Very Abiin^iif ^ ^ iiippli^j^ ihH tiMltiV^ 
With ^lehty 6f Witie an4 oil : the Ifi^tt^i^ is^ pi'ti^ 
hy betttegf ^ fi^ife ini a hoUoW troodeft eyBtidef 
iUM it k^ fi«efd fitom iti ette^Msd tatf tUMittioill 
pttfs; WMei^ iii th^ tidied to B^iii^ afid a^|»^ 
raid tltef oil, Whieh s6on £dtlecti^ ai tha stltft^^ 
ttkd ia eariefbify skiMlttc^ ok FaltA'Abii, whoS 

eate<^ IrAdk, (a^d it ii$ vefk^ seldote dsad al an af^ 

tidaol diat ^li Wheh in a frai^i^te^) is deliiidiii^ 
§M W^t^sonke, and is as diffitetit frotn the pihti^ 
dl itti^ed inl6 England, a)sf raficid bat<a^ iil 
fiNWi^ fi^fi. It k hivariably tfs^ By the HiSiti^ 
ih all Hl^i^ disl^. The keHkel contains a A^- 
pdlfyy fMribsHMceV which iii ^oteted and ^ometifiicfl 
t«Mh#hy th» Woitt^ Wh«y ^on^deif if fev^ab^ 
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to strength and corpulency. The women hef^r 
as well as in every part of the coasts are through* 
out the day in a continued state of employment ; 
for even those who are above the drudgery of 
household affairs, find ample employment in re- 
grating ^he concerns of the family, and in deco- 
rating their persons. The men of moderate dr^ 
cumstances lead a life of happiness and plenty. 
Their dress is the same as that of the Apolloni- 
ans ; and their manners and customs are similar. 
No part of the Gold-coast is more favourable for 
improvement than the Ahanta country. The na- 
tives are disposed to agriculture, and tranquillity. 
The planters would meet with encouragement, 
and Would not be so exposed to plunder and in- 
Bult^ as in other states. The Dutch have the ad- 
vantage of us, 4i# to numbers ^d situation of their 
settlements in this country j and indeed we may 
pild, that throughout the Gold-coast, the advan- 
ll^ge of situation is clearly observable to be in fa- 
vour of that nation. Their settlements are on 
$levatlBd situations, and g'eneraUy near rivers; 
which is of great importance in all Tropical coun«> 
tries. The only fort we have in the Ahanta 
country, is Dix-cove ; a situation remarkably fa- 
vourable towards cultivation and other improve^ 
ments. About eight miles inland, we heat, of a 
small river that is never, dry, andj^.eiily mat 
that may be said to belong to this pla$e. - Thn'd 
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hi alMiiiclM<i< of Bxceltmt timbcr/md lime-Sdnre 
nmy he bad in . mftcsiont quantity for buildinfN: 
Tailed, this place inight be Yastly improved at 
lesi ^q^noe than any ntnatbn in the country. *; 
The cove might be made accessU)le to vesseb 
of small burthePy and sufficiently commodious fori 
three or four vessek^to float in, in safety. Th^ 
face of the country appears invariably hills' and 
dales : but when we advance a little inland^ the 
country leaves this uniformity; we see a good 
^cal of flat landx bounded by small hills crowned 
with lofty trees ; which sufficiently proves the 
richness of the soil. 

. We will now take leave of the Ahanta ccnm^ 
try» and proceed towards states where die inha- 
bitants are less- disposed to ag^culture, and more 
inclined to vice and idleness. 

Chomdh* 

, About three leagues from Succondee, we come 
to Cha$mhy where the Dutch haye a small fort» 
called Sebastian ; it is said, this fort was buiK hf 
the Fcenebj but it tk more probable that it was 
>ipilt by the Portuguese, as, being the firrt aetthefs, 
they no doubt availed themselves of this important 
situation, being contiguous to the largest rivejr on 
^^he Gold-coast, and partaking ^ of other advan- 
^t^gj^. Tbe\French yer^ likely dislodged the 
Portuguese ; and the Dutch perhaps dispossessed 
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AiVrnkt he «hbttitiBfty« HbrnVmAmm* 
i$ {MMMNioB of it, bqt for tilnt l«iigAi ^ «iiii«i is 
itt Mcrniftaly kBowa. Tiie I^«ao)i d^fMi kmnd 
^ WUdUi aiid othw pwt| vf th« eUv4.«oMl, 
vaM rapi^ie^ Iiotb with otnoes ai|d4saiio6*meHf ; 
KkflUBia with water aa^ provimw. Ilia F0ita<» 
foase icfxad the advantage ol thia tetllenient t^ 
Aa Uca pippaaes; hxA hew &r the Dutch have 
baneAted by thia situatieii, is net well kMWQ i at 
peaipit, d^y derive hot little adra^age fttm k. 
Wa Muat hut eviq/oe a IMe sai)yr]ae» that a 
MiMan wl|p va reoMrikaMe Ibr emhraoing- every 
means of improyement whence preit cmAA he 
danwd^'ahovld be indiihreo^ to^ of not per* 
aanre, the bmafita duit weald deidbtlefii aMe» by 
tefvotii^ thia aitaal^n. 

The river is about a nufe ften^ the Ibrfe j b«l 
the entrance to it is choaked by racks and sand- 
banks : what course it takes, is not known. The 
aatacw are^ indiMSBiient and vei^ sneeumte n tfceir 
(AuniiiMsatiotis en thaft head. There ia^ an itiia»t 
^ jly at na great dwtattee ^we wift suppose tiiree 
aa 4ott^mileS'fimB the sea), that has been «n eb- 
jaet ^ jealews^. iw flaai^ yaara between the 



* Ships boimd to the l^i^rard coast formtrljf fortla 
wm pbliaed to get canoes andnifii on.tjie GoJ^-coast, fis 
tbrnativas of tfmt ooast in feneraf do apt use caaocs/ toatjpt 
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J»ftifrtrtlii» of it ^ 'Fin b&id:si of ikm m«r 
fi«#d irijlli «i «l:dt>€flAkitee of timb^ j imdlts d 
ttono Mtl#ldte#il>le high laiulflr oMerrltbifiF si 
«Mr 6f tiisi' cMiitrf ^ die tiret d<mbtt#ss i 
fbMi^h |>f aias^ WhMi, frbffli the molitm^ die) 
cj#^e^ iUuit b« abimdMlly liMile. ^^i«ipMfi 
ttftccf 6f «fiploi^ tUi rhrer witl^ ipfMif cArid^ 
t& eveity peiUM dcqaamtod wkk th^ Mam^. 
Aifteii^h'the people faei^e^ Irre^ Mf^'^ttti^^iA to 
llie iiklMbitaaiii of tbe Aiianttf ccmttpf, Hnif do 
Mt j^tttlM^ elf thdir miid ^npoiHtMU MidpMiimJi 

llie CHuiiiitgihisf alls a ttipbiletit feweicnni pMi& 
pl^y aA^M^ ^ qiiarreto and piAoirei^ Tb§f 
itm^tiMify tioidke it a p^aetiee to aeM^ and liifttL 
ti^Mt* WMoptmi^ wMieut i^iBgfaitil, or dbl&etioi^ 
fM injitAe^ or Mfc^ofifeatciir^ M^p|MN»d or «et*% 
<l6itiibi4iMd b^ tiSMt» el the natives toWatcb tlieai' t 
iWdt we Isimedi te» sny, the Bntidb hinre heeBl^tltt 
l^rewtest Mffetwe. Frcbi ddicaey^ and ^ the 
sake of the natioMd chanctier^ wisf iritt^ itelirahl 
fM^elMmg into the partioQlaih» oli elM^eaMbfEtei«» 






i 

^Ig&t itdki fhntt Ciu^ttjilf Wti toiiS^^lb 
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Mb ; (ml hmg htvlt of bttd matoiMli, itii mffit 
•knoit in runs* The Dotidi fort wm mhieed 
ktke Amorieao war:. part of it is staiidui|r, i^ 
CMtisaes to be posMsed by that natioii* [Tbo 
PortngiMM vessels from Braeilsy bound to ika, 
leeward coast, generaUy call here for caoooi 
and caaoe-meiiy and are sore to be svipp]^« 
The peof^ here gain their livelSiood in 4his 
wny, and meet with every eocoiiragement* . Qne 
of these eanoes is nsaaUy paddled by seventeeD, 
nfaieteeiiy or twenty-one men. . They carry: two 
si^lNnciimMflraries, who are caUed boatswains, os 
pilots; and they are in some m^asnre answer- 
atile fyr the conduct of the -canoe^mtsn. The 
snecess of a voyage much depends on the exer«^ 
tions of these people; they are therdbre well 
paid, and treated with kindness and liberality c 
each person dears about ten pounds by bis trip } 
but before he returns to his native town, he is 
IB danger of losing the whole of it. The canoe 
is given tlma to return home, and they dispose 
of it for e^ht or more pounds. 

The people of this town . are 90 occupied in 
^ese raai^ym^Ats, that agricuUwe is neg^^cted 
by them; but the inbaUtants of the adjacent 
liQagas inland, attend to cnltivation. Yams are 
produced in this country in great quantities; 
phifih proves the, riehness of- the soil,:. wood is 
^nemeed in abundance, and ^of a good qualitjs; 
;ind there 19 no scarcity of water, Thecharactcr 
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^fjl^lll|e^t>6^^e bears; some^rasieimblMoe * ftp tliil 
q£ tbpae lirt meisitioiied : they are fond, .of pala^ 
T49i» and are continuaUy eiiilM*qiled * ia dicpitef 
ffitb th^ Chamahs ; agajmst whom Ui^re appears 
|t> be a never-'eeasing eamity* • Although the 
CoHMtieBda. people undergo, a; vast. deal oflahoury 
ia1%tte|- aad danger, in acqiikiiig ,a Uy<^iihood in 
^e, qi^a)i#r. I have desci^bed ; yet, the loapiMiit 
|hef get liosie aft^ a yoy age, . they Qoo^ii^Hieflf 
tl^i^lk^ r fbeiBfi^Ivef with the pqofita <tf their 
}abeiir»:mi4 it. is^spoii «pended in every ^ff^^i/fMi 
«W?e«i,- • . ' . - 
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Elmina. 

I Aboiit Aine tnilen from Commenda, is situated 
the Castle of St. George jDd Mina, the. hfead* 
5iHartevs of .the Dutch settlements in this poiuxtiryy 
and the most respectable fortress on the Gold- 
ooast. It is of a quadrangular form, surrounded 
with high walls, and, excepting some small sa^ 
hitii|g;gunSy mounted with brass ordnance* 

JS^tiia, as it is commionly called,, is seat<»d pa a 
piBMjnsiila, formed by a «Ball rivear, ;wlHehruns 
jBff»rly pajpfdlel with the- sea > ovei? whioj^ is a 
)^ri4ge coi^ructed o^ stone and w^khI*. .Ther^ 
jare two pfissagos leading into the castile;- tl|f 
^ncipal cm^ \ is .from the towp, whffie the cfstl^ 
is 4ti)mg|htoQed by a double ditch, qyer.whif^nfHff 
two dra w<«bridges ; the other is a^ojning tJ^Kfi- 
M^ w}tm k.^ tfmXi'S^i at aoj t|%vjrticp of 



ilpMt CWMM vBt^f to wncll M an^Mt iff AnHuM 
by'ittettis of a tlqpJadden Hik pMMgfe (Apekl^ 
to « fargie' y«i4f wiiere ihe rar^«yor And his de« 
puljr teve ftportmento, and the dM^rait «tifle«ci 
tiieir trark«Aop8. At we (HrKSMdl thmugK 
•Mther gfale, and aim; a ranipait, wo afrt^o al 
flM^imeipal oiilMflM, whidra, after piMfatg" »#0i^ 
two* dtraw4^ridgM» in a ^aard^Mo^/ wlM^n i 
aorg^asf a gawd ia coutmtteJfy ifn wailki^. TMi 
apans la Ae interiar of tlte boikKiigr/ia wllkAfii 
a ^paeioRis comt^af Ihe femi of an abkttgf-flquaM) 
hare the warehoiue-keeper has apartmearta aad 
ftore-hooseSy and here too the soldiers parade. 
On ascending some steps on the left, two verf 
totig ittkl ligtit btws^ cmxMM nuLf ba oh s ot 'fi eA on 
the right, which at^ uMd oujr on parfiieiQfar a^*> 
casiani. At t9ie top^ of th^ stepa is a paritos; 
where two ceHtinek do diaty during tiia< day. 
PlHsittg throi^ a narmw entrance^ a flight of 
dffcidm' stepr feadlsf to a spadiM^ hatt, whwe eonu 
plaints tire esMoiiied and jwtice admitfiitore^. 
A^dtanng to litis k anotterhafl, afiaratfiago- 
iraraor and lu» olB<5er» asaRsJIlf diae. The ptfrato 
apartnieatis aHotted for tbt gaveraor aw cctaiKMt 
^Booa an^ airy; and in everj^ respect saitaMe tb 
his riaafr. The apartments of iffie offccM ar# in 
general conCacd^ and are" depriired <^ a lireo tfdi* 
ntekm of air, hy &e high wtdb^whidi aMibia 
ifteai-: '  
Vlfii eaitls-wtdi MIfcby «te Fof^s^^ 
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iU&tKMits of wbidb were of ^it(me, afid k, ckurehi 
T&e pnsent town i»)iirge/aiid remarkaMy dirty ^ 
some of the • housed are hcSkt of stonre, and are 
conilected in a conftised maimer. The river, a1^ 
though ffiHdl, win admit veMeb of one hundred 
foM borAieii i^ high water; wd they may load 
and unloadnnder tii^ waHs of the eastle; whieh 
in an impcntant eonvenieace^ inamiuch as tuppliei 
may be thrown mta tihe eas^ without mveh 
kaaard on the^Ttetof an attack. 

' Vho'Duteh inadean easjr conquest of tiiis pfasM 
ift 1097; anj^ to strengdien t homad h Fe s more JO^ 
eurefy, they hmit a fert on an emhienee about 
inufllLelHdiot from ^le dsHe, and natned it- fort 
Oonraadsbm^, or flK. Jago^; whoeb adds ooniB^ 
dora% to^ «ie stmigth of Slmiiia, and may bo 
oonskleved Ae key ta it Strai^^io^ partiodbrly 
British^ ar^prohiliiledTisHingthi^fa^^^ mmg 
thf^eoBunflaMt of a late go^mw, Ais^proliftitioa 
was not rigidly attMdod to^ and the Eng^dl 
were at JUbopty to see it How^ far thiswas 
afrooaUofo*the policy of Ae I^dk^ or 'hoti» fhr 
it» waa ivodmty wo wiH not in thiii'piaco<atteiBpt 

to decide : but it is obvious^ Aai tile i^nlMrabli 

« 

part^Lof tki»<M< wMUfavmimnakiodoonooaied, 
and t^ genetal opiaiio»of{«h# strmifth of it Mft 
iwni W ^ uaconlfajhctitf. • Vh]i» goatteraan €q» 
lidiMk it ft slvongpiMer bai l» pwdesoMlii 
ka^ d^vbtlMs^ a dtfferMt opM»a<^ its wiMi 
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WMone cMse moii likely , ^vhgr •tnaigm immI 
not allowed to go into it. The fort is fqjip^pe^ 
with double be8ti0Qfl aod cnrtaing, but th^ are 
by. no means proportioDate. The external 
ynXk axe low ; . and the space between theeou 
and what may be properly called the fort, and 
the covered way, is so narrow^ that cannon 
cannot be used with niuch advantage; neither 
iDan musketry be en^ployed without exposing; the 
gamscHi tQthe assailants: besides this disadvan- 
tage, the cannon of the jramparts may be turn^ll 
agjaiastthe fort with great fOod. Notwithstand- 
ing theie defects, airei|iectable English force, was 
rqpulsed bere» in 1781. It is repeated, that f^mr 
<^ five hundred men, soldiers and sailors, went 
j^gainst it under the command of Captain Mac* 
ken^; and the castle of Elmiigia was cannon* 
•dad at the same time by a fifty-gun tdbip, and a 
skkip of war, under the command of Commodore 
hurley. It is said, there was no cordial co-ope- 
ration among the eommandws: however this 
might have been, it is. clear the attack was not 
plam&ed wilh judgment ; but to compensato for 
th^laihire, the Puteh forts at Commmdaand 
Aeerawere reduced. 

The castle of Efanina^ and places contignous 
to it, if we exclude the town, have the appear- 
anoe of neatoess and ngularitir. The garden, 
wUdh. is eictensive»jfn4 usually kept weU planted^ 
ilffwdtifai agvJMaMe^ WtH!iW«nt» aiklJ^pro^* 
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^ve\'^^^tlkwh^^ and r^ci^eatioQ to die 

There is a sohool estaMi$hed here for the eda-» 
cation of cbildreu of both sex^^:aiid of every 
distinctioii, supported by sabscription ; but of late 
years it has not been maintained on so ^ctensire a . 
scale as ficMTO^rly* About half a mile from the 
castfe^ and <m a line With the garden, there is a 
very decent bnrial*gr0iudy in the centre of whidb 
is a neat, and appropriate piece of arclutectar^ 
designed as^a repository for deceased officers of 
rank. Within the walls of the cartle there is a 
chapel, in which divine worship is regularly per^ 
formed. • 

When the Dutch West^India Company was in 
a prosperous state, their estaUishmept in tliis 
country was vary respectable : it consisted of i^ 
military and civil department. The goyeraor»in- 
chief had the rank of general ; and subordtnata 
to him, in the military line, were a captain and 
Ueotenant of artill^y, two captains of mfantry 
(one of whom was usually entrusted with iho 
command of Fort Conraadsburg)^ and subaltoii 
officers with a respectable body of men. In^die 
civil departm^it was a director-general, a fiseal^r 
secretary, accomptant, warehouscrkeeper, survejM^ 
or^ &c. &c. The e^ttabUshment now is much re*' 
duced; it is, however, more respectable than what 
might, be expected, from the general state of 
thwig«. . It supports nearly one hundred and fifty: 
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wM&Mif md abont flWtf iMidfed Ma»«i| Mtat^ 
tbem excellent artificers. With the establiilliftMft 
the Ditick formeriy had^ Wdra MAMned tti^ch 
4w t ttiit alaoit» avarice^ atid etnttlatiM f<lf ferad«. 
They diligently ittidied, and ftdly ifaeeeeded in 
UttmoLg mmmg the natifeni an MalMd diaradM 
ef tbiiiiaeltes* The g^overMdent wai tMted tH0l 
an tialittiited power^ and in MMeqwetUW #f 0l« 
praoticeof dnt poim-^ and a partiality fti^ p0a»f» 
ami eeMttooy (thifig» whidi iflspife an AflteafI 
witii awe and iretieratieii), the Ihitdi were ecftoH^ 
deved with mdre respect, llMtii any ether EoM^ 
pean power Hi diia eoftntrf . iPhey ttkdwiMrdlK« 

gently sought for a redress of g^vanceiHy Atfd 
w«i« ptmetaal in canftng their Mtfi4ft t& %6 re« 
ipected, ^M preaerriag' iirviolate the perMiM and 
fropeftks of tho#e who were Under its ptoted^mi 
'Shey were likewise epen to the ecnapMhis ef thil 
«atii^ and distrihuted justice with a r^oMH* 
liandi It WM pleasitf^ to thseete 1^ state mii 
fegttlarity wiftb which their legal proee^ttgi 
wel-e odfhAM^Ied. The govemiir, dh^totygefle<< 
sal, andiscidj^ w^e assembled on all trial! ef te^ 
poiftsitce. It was l^i^wise i»aat fiir ik4f eifteera 
atdie head of departmeaits te^ wait Wjfm die g^ 
senior every a^raing at eiglrir o*decA{^ i6 w§^f» 
•fdeia, and report whate^rttey had U^ eoaMM^ 
UMte : ian tiiis^tisi^e wwsdttie'eeMttAny dbseriHNi f 
di» g^terner w^ gan^alty in ^ ftA-^ft^es^i ttii 
Jipasifad hte a fticfff wftii wipMia «llire«CiMM 
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ImBmiianA. Tkie diArettt tradmi (midtkrar m^ 
j^pti to Imki at AiB hoar ; m did the king and 
]|Md«i»of the toiBm* 

- Thm MMdo of tiving praotised hy Ihe JEhitdiy 
appears to as more cong^eiiial to iho eiiiiiate tibaii 
klbiit omI by iht British, at least ao far as relates 
to eariy dinfaigf 9 afreewe of vegetables aai fraits^ 
kis iAwd, and tfiore eK^cise after dinner* They 
av^extravagantmfheiiseoftobaeeo: wMbsome 
ttiei^ yi kept hi afanort a eoBtinual state of eiai«' 
ftoymeat diro^hoiit the day; and asMMi^ Ae 
leMmefibed. and respectable daai of Dateh^ it it 
aeeo«i|iaiiied vMi tiie national eordial, gemivm. 
: Sioiina and othev P<nrt«(gaese setdenoMs Ott 
tfUi coast wove eedei to the Dutch Wesl^Indki 
Conpany by the crown of Portag«l in the year 
1641. Prom that period, imd in Tirtoe of theM 
possessions taken from, and yielded by the Peiti;i» 
goete, the Dut<^ WestJnAa CcHnpany took apon 
th e ms elifes to claim the sale of, and right radpriH 
perty in and to, all the landd and eoimtriesi m 
Africa, from Cape Palmas to Cape Lopese, eom^ 
prehending l^e Ivory, Gold, and Blte^ G^CMBts ; 
eonmdering idl vessels UtaA were fooad trading 
h«re^ as lawfel fmes^ although tbe« SngMsh had 
built a fovt ak OmnanCyno, and settled h^^rnm 
at sandiiy Gti^« jdbees en the GtoM-ooast, befoM^ 
Ili»^ Dutch had made the said eonqaesii^ J9ineo^ 
tha BagMsh ftrto wwo bttite en this coast, we 1^^ 
tndad fiwl3F> wilhoQC the leasD ial«Mptitt» «■& 
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molesUtimi from the Datdh; but all Ftertagmirf 
retaeh that came hither, were constraiiied ta pay 
a duty, and obliged to anchor at Blmina for thfl|< 
purpoie. If one Teasel neglected it, another was 
obliged to pay doable daty. 

To siidi an extmt was this impost carrtad^thatf 
in the year 1706» the governor o( Elminasent an 
officer with a ^arty €jf sddiers to bpard a Portu- 
guese vessd that anchored at Cape-CSoast, and 
did iiot think it conveni^at to stop at iSimina to 
pay the duty. The party were compiled to oqm^ 
im dbore, and were all made prison^s. A spirit- 
ed remonstrance was made by the British gover* 
nor, for this daring insult ; and the Dutch gover- 
nor was not only obliged to make a suitaUe apo- 
logy, but constrained to take off the duty from all 
Fortugfuese vessels that did not wish to call at 
Elmina* 

The country about Elmina is for the most part 
open and flat ; the soil is generally of a light kiud,« 
tbovgh iu some places it is a heavy clay : at^ut- 
ten miles inland from Elmina, the soil is mor^^ 
uniform, with plenty of timber and water. 

TU inhabiLJof Elu^ cn^ .f u,^ 
fishermen, a^d persons employed as titul^-bc^^s 
mxd servants : there ^e some wealthy men among: 
them. There are likewise some respectable mu-r 
lattoes here, who support a number of slaves^ i^s^^ 
qpiaiated with the duties of a carpenter, a mason^^ 
and a blackmiith : indeed we miay cabriate Ihat^ 
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'about €ttid»tmith of the male population of El« 
^mina are artificers. The inhabitants are divided 
ixitp parties for their mutual defence, called Com- 
panies; each company has its captain; and the 
whole is under the command of one man. The 
town is supposed to contain five thousand men, 
with double that number of women and children* 
The Slminas were considered, until lately, a civil 
and well*disposed people : but ai^ unfortunate act 
4iat was committed here in August, 1808, has en«- 
tailed upon them a character of barbarity, that' 
will require some years to efface. This act 
amounts to no less enormity than the nturder of 
the acting-governor: a man whom we cakifiot 
avoid representing, as having been of a turbulent 
spirit, untractable, violent, and imprudent in his 
conduct ; which not only rendered him odious to 
the people, but to almost every person in the ser- 
vice. In giving this sketch of his character, let 
it be observed, that we do not intend it as any ex* 
fenuation, or to wipe off in the least from a foul 
4eed, replete with die most savage ferocity. To 
Qnter into a full exposition of this unfortunate af« 
fetir, would be neither agreeable, wie presume, nor 
profitable to our readers : and (strange to rdate!) 
no inquiry has been instituted, nor any means 
whatsoever, we believe, adopted to convince the 
people of their lawless and inhumane proceeding;, 
although a gentleman has lately arrived, delegate, 
ed with full powers, by the government of Hol«. 

H 
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hmdf t0 command the Datch forts and settfemeii^ 
in tkis ooantry *. 

When the Ashantees Yisited the coast m 1807^ 
t^ the purpofie, ' probably » oS reducing iha Fan- 
teea to subjection^ the people of filminay it is sap^* 
posed, reodered them some assistance^ by supply^ 
jng ihem with prorisions^ and delivering into their 
power part of the Fantees who had fled for siic« 
cour to Elmina* This st^^ment stands on an 
nncertain basis : the Fantees^ however^ beeame 
enemies to the Elminas, and poUidy declared 
war against them after the Aidiantees had marched 
iidand : and a nttmercus force was collected iiv 
1800, composed of Wwsaws and Fantees; and 
nothing less than the entire destroction of Elmi* 
na town and its inhabitants, was in contemj^a- 
kion} The Fantees and their confederates the 
Warsa ws,. were so elated with the imaginary snc-- 
eess of this expedition, that they supposed the 
towu'of Elmina already laid in sus^s,. the castle^ 
and Fort Conraadsburg in dmr possession, and 
Mr. Neizer in their power, (a respectable and 
vmoHhf^ trader, i^inst whom they enoonraged a^ 
caacoiwis enmity), Thi$ gentleman's head wa» 
already sevared from the body, and^'displayed in. 
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* This must be accounted for by the awkward situation oC 
Ae Dutch affairs at home, and the war with England : it will 
not be forgotten^ when they have a proper q)portomty to- 
(e ilfc ' 
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i]lMtgiBat7 triumpb by his enemies 1 Such were 
tb^ vain boastings and wicked designs of a. 
people, who» only twa years before^ made a cow- 
ardly and precipitate flight from before a real and 
declared ^nemy. 

After vaAous actions, this combined ibrce re* 
linquished vigorous measures against ^Imina; 
and although the town is advantageously situated 
against an assault, it is evident it would not hav^ 
long resisted the force that was brought against 
it, if the two forts did not interfere. The g-over* 
nor has lately built a redoubt westward of the 
town, to make it more secure against future 
attempts. . 

The trade of Elmina, anterior to the late dis- 
turbances, was brisk^ and consisted of the staple 
articles of the country, slaves ajid gold; ivory 
was likewise brought hei^e from the Warsaw and 
Dinkara countries ; with which a communicatioa 
Wjas genearally established. 

Before we take leave of Elmina, we will state 
^ circumstance which has in it a combination of 
ggUantry and generosity^ highly illustrative of 
the British character, and which adds to the re^ 
nowned heroism of our navy. 

In December, 1810, His Majesty's frigate Ne- 
mesis arrived on this coast ; and in proceeding 
towards G^e Coast, Captain Ferris observed a 
schocyner under Spanish colours lying in JBhnina 
ro^ds. He ordered an officer to repair on-boards 
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and examine her papers : bat as the boat wa^ 
rowing towards the scliooner, a smart fire was 
opened by the castle, and Fort St. Jago. In 
consequence of this, the boat pot about, and were 
returning on-board the Nemesis; when th# 
schooner discharged a volley of musketry ^t the 
boaty whereby one man was wounded. 

Captain Ferris was not a little displeased at 
this conduct, and determined to perform by force, 
what seemed impossible to be accomplished by 
mild measures. He therefore brought his ship to 
anchor within gun-shot of Elmana, and sent hin 
first-lieutenant dn shore^ to demand of the gover- 
nor a perusal of the vessel's papers, and the pre- 
sence of the master of the schooner on-board the 
firigate, to answer fot his conduct. The former 
was complied with, but Governor De Veer, in 
"answer to the latter, said that the vessel was under 
the guns of his fort, and was in honour bound to 
protect her, and could not deliver the master of 
the schooner up. On this answer^ the lieutenant 
repaired on-board. The master of the schooner 
went on-board his vessel, and put her nearer the 
shore, under the muzzles of the guns of Elmina, 
and made every preparation for resistance. In 
coarse of the. night, two boats manned and armed 
were sent from the frigate ; and in a few minutes 
Carried the schooner, under a heavy discharge of 
grape-shot from the castle, and took her to Cape 
C^art, where Captam Ferris discharged the 



# 



99 

^IpOMter; aiid g^e ium-lti^ vessel^ -^ after an acbao> 
iiition to shew more reject ia fiiture to His Qri. 
tannic MAJesty's tdiips. - 



CHAPTER IV. 

CAFE COAST. — THE CASTJLE. — THE TOWN.--*.- 

SliAVB-TRADB. — ABUSES. ^FANTEB COtJN-., 

TRY. -LAWS, CUSTOMS, &C. IMPROVE* 

MENTS. -GARRISON OF CAPE COAST^ — — 

MOU^EE. 

Cape Coast. 

xVBOUT eight or nine miles east from Elmina^ 
iVe come to Cape-Coast'Castle, the head-quarters 

• 

of the British forts and settlements on the Gold- 
coast and Wbidak. It was built by the Fortu-* 
g^ese, and, with Elmina, ceded' to the Dutch ; 
from whom it was taken in 1665 ; since which 
period, we have remained in quiet possession of it 
The Portuguese named this place Cabo Corso^ 
^«nd in course of tiipe, to render it more familiar 
to an English ear^ it was translated to the strangle^ 
name of Cape Coast. In its primitive state, this 
,castle was an insigDificant place in point of 
strength: but the Royal African Company en-^^ 
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larged ftiid Mreng^ened it einiMcbrably; and 
ffMiM additions bare flinch been made to it : aad 
although some errors m^^y be seen in these addi<- 
6ons and improTements, it is, notwithstanding, a 
respectable fortress, and, with an adequate gar- 
rison, is capable of besting off a considerable 
force by sea. 

The Coiik. 

The Castle is built upon a rock, which forms an 
adn^irable breast-work towards the South and 
West, and mounts about ninety pieces of cannon, 
from three to thirty-six pounders, with mortars 
and howitzers. It is not this numerous artillery 
alone that makes it a place of strength on the 
sea-side ; large ship^ caanot approach sufficiently 
near it, to effect much injury, and if they should 
reiiture in shallow water, the loss of a cable or a 
mast might cause inevitable destruction. 

- Although this castle presents a formidable ap^ 
pearance towards the sea, it is extremely vulnera* 
ble on the land-side. It is commanded by high 
lands; which renders it alm^^st defenceless. For- 
jnerly , a tower was erected on one of these heights 
within the range of point-blank shot iit>m the 
castle : it was called Phipp$*s Tower, and re^ 
sembled our modem Martello towers, and had 
^wo small cannons on its summit. It vas encir* 
ded by a dry ditch, which was paHisadoed. In- 
^de of the tower were circular steps that led to 

5 
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|3m mmnuty fnou which the fMrogpect wm «(tei^ 
five and agreea]»le« This fortification was tq^ 
losigaificant to add much to the strength of tiie 
ciuilie» and was in consequence neglected, an^ 
permitted to decay« 

7%e Tonm. 

The town of Cape Coast is sitnaled immedi# 
ately in the rear of the castle, and extends on 
each wing of it. Some of the houses overlook 
the walls ; an inconvenience that was not well 
itfiderstood until the year 1803, when the towns* 
jpeople. thought proper to behave ill ; which pro- 
duced a Tuptuie with the castli^, the garrison of 
wMch was much annoyed with musketry from th^ 
lops of those houses. The town is irregular, and 
kept in a very dirty condition; the houses are 
buik of clay, and mostly square. The popuia«> 
tion may be estimated at eight thousand, includ- 
ing all classes : but in cases of emergency, about 
six thousand men could be assembled by calling 
in the assistance of the adjacent villages. For*- 
merly a very bride trade was carried on here ; at 
present, the trade, which con^sts of gold, fluctu- 
ates in consequence of the disturbed state of the 
country. . 

The country about Cape Coart is called FetUt 
and was formerly governed by a person who e&r 
ercised great autJiority, and went under the title 
of ])ey« He bekmged moi>e to the order <^ 
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Fetish-men or priests, than that of king's ; and the 
family, or descendants of this race, are still con- 
sidered with respect. The government of the 
town is under the controul of the elders and the 
principal men ; but in general, the people are 
obliged to submit to the Fantee laws, regulations, 
and customs ; and they may be considered as par- 
taking of the manners and character of that 
people, among whom we will class them. 

1. Slave Trade. 

During the existence of the Slave-trade, the 
countries from Cape Coast to Accra inclusive; 
formed the g^and emporium of that traffic on the 
€rold-coast; ships resorted hither with confidence 
of disposing of their cargoes ; and a quick circu^- 
lation of money existed throughout the countfy. 
The inhabitants of every town and village along 
the coast were a sort of brokers ; persons employ- 
ed as trade-boys, by the residents and captains of 
vessels, and fishermen : few indeed attended to 
the labours of the field. The town of Cape Coadt 
was composed of three different clsusses, who ae* 
quired wealth with such celerity and ease^ that 
one half of them were men of independence! 
With this acquirement, they gained such a turn 
for every sort of vice, that they formed the worst 
icharacters in the state ; they were idle, insolenf, 
end unruly, and notwithstanding the necessary 
^gilapjBe and care to preserve <HrdeF, and pr^ent 
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«bBtesy we frequently heard of the%overQor*8 au- 
thority beiug despised. There was not, nor is 
Ih^e, we bdievey sufficient power vested in the 
British government in this country, to punish of- 
fences, and cause obedience to be paid to laws and 
Teg^ations, tending to the security of persons 
and property under the protection of the British 
flag, and to the preservation of pubIic4;ranquiUi- . 
ty. And we will take the Hberty of remarking, 
that, notwithstanding there was no official dele- 
gated authority vested.in the governor and coun- 
cil exercising power over the British possessions 
in this country ; too much forbearance was prac- 
tised in many instances : and we wiU add, that, 
at this day, there is a degree of moderation ma- 
ladfested, which we think perfectly unnecessary, 
and wherebv vast injury is: done to property, and , 
to the dignity of the British nation. For, with 
the utmost deference, we will suppose, that where- 
ever there are British settlements established with 
the consent and authority of both the legislative 
and executive power ^ crimes and offences com- 
mitted against the government of those settle- 
ments, or against lawfid British subjects living 
under its protection, are as amenable to the same 
punishments and penalties, as if a court of judi- 
cature was formally established; provided, all 
proceedings are in unison, not repugnant, and in 
^very respect conformable to the laws and cus* 
toms of the mother*country . The only law pracr 
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tked in the CDoatiy, is m tyfid oi th& l«w m qm 
mmong die natives; and we lament, that som^ 
43od6 bas not bacai drawn ttp> or wmo distinodon 
formed in tliat respect, between a mflized and a 
barbarous people. RoUbertes were fi»tpmatif 
committed by the natives within die wmlls of At 
castle ; and not only masters of resseis, |tnd resi- 
dent traders, midtreated, and insulted in the town ^ 
but officers and others in the service. To such 
an extent did the licentious conduct of the people 
t>f this town arrive, that, in 1802, the captain of 
a shipont of the pout of London, was m raoglly 
and violently used by them, that sickness was tji% 
consequence, which proired fatal to him on Ae 
passage to the West Indies. 

From this behaviour and other antecedent vi^ 
lent acts of outrage, it became highly necessary 
to use some means which would have a tend^icj^ 
io reduce the people to a peaceable line of con- 
duct, and bring them under some authority. The 
governor accordingly acquainted the Pynius, or 
magistrates of the town, that he was resolved to 
^ut a stop to the lawl^ and ungpovemable con- 
4Suct of the pei^le ; and that as a sacurtty £or 
their good behaviour, they must enter into an 
agre^nent, that, in case of any outrage, or any 
act of a threatening, hoistile, or predatory nature 
committed against captains of ship$» or any 
white person, they should forfeit the sum of f<»ty 
ounces of gold; that all complaints against £i^ 



99 

re^peBM^eve t6 he laid before the gov^tior, ttt« 
der the penalty of that sum. Thi$ was agreed 
t0 and publidy promulgated ; bat it did not long 
continue in force ; for, in October, 1803, it was 
grossly violated ; and this infringeinent was foU 
lowed by two incidents, an elifectual punishment 
for all their transgres^ons, and a change at the 
head of the 'service, which it much wanted* 

It will be nectary to stat^ one of these inci* 
dents, in whieh the temper and disposition of the 
pec^e 1^ that pet4^ will be clearly perceived, 
and wherein will be demouisatrated this well-knowit 
faot^ that the most salutary regulations, unlesi 
iupported by power and inclination, will bei 
fretfueirtly neglected, and will finally be di^re* 
gttfded*. 

-A gentleman who resided in town as a teader, 
WW ap^ied to by his trade-boy, or gold-taker, 
for a piece of cloth, of the^ value of eight ackies, 
or t#o pounds currency. The cloth was deliver** 
ed, and the gold received : but the gentleman 
observed to the gold-taker, that he would not mix 
the gold with what he was in the habit of receiv-* 
ing, until it was examined by another man, whpm 
he likewise employed as gold-taker. For it is the 
regulation of the countoy, that when two gold^ 
takers are employed, they conjointly examine 
gold, and if any base m#tal be taken by them, 
they are liable to replace it. When the other ^ 

 

goU4aker came, and the goM wsi;s examined by. 



163591 



100 

biin, he remarked, there was some bad gold wi& 
it ; and he separated about two-thirds, of the ba«e 
metal. While he wa8 employed io this exaaiina^ 
tioD, the other man went away and concealed 
himself. Every enquiry was made after him to 
no effect. The person who purchased the doth 
and who was evidently an accompUce» was secur- 
ed and smA into the castle, as a securilty for the 
a{^earance of the gold-taker, and as a pledge for 
the deficiency of t^ gold. This man, who was 
an inhabitant, and of some consequence in town, 
was no sooner within the walls of the castle, than 
a tumult arose, and a large body of men assent 
bled before the house of the merchant, which was 
i^nated opposite to the' g^te of the castle, ani 
not more than fifty paces from it. He had con- 
si4erable pr^ert^ in his house, and was resolved 
to defend it, atr^he hazard of his life : the people 
were collecting in considerable numbers, armed 
with guns, swords, &c. &c. and beset the house 
in every direction ; they would not listen to any 
argument ; they wanted the man who was con- 
fined in the castle, or they would be revenged on 
the person of the merchant. * The governor sent 
to them to disperse ; but they replied with much 
indigfnation, and made liseof actions which were 
provoking and disgraceful in the utmost degree^ 
They wounded a soldier (who was posted at the 
gate) in the leg by a stone, and defied the garri^ 
fion to fight widi them. Fortunately, the en- 
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l^ance to the iner<3llatit's house was by a gate thai 
ii^oiild not admit more than three persons abreast ; 
and from this there were steps leading to a guh 
lery : the people broke through the gate and were 
in the act of ascending, when they beheld an ap- 
pearance of resistance, which suddenly struck 
^em with terror, and notwithstanding that this 
advanced party were pressed forward by the peo- 
ple behind, yet they did not think it prudent to 
proceed. Things however were every moment 
assuming the appearance of danger : it was clear 
that the people wanted to take the merchant by 
surprise^ and were observed making preparations 
to get in at the rear of the house : it was there- 
fore deemed necessary by the governor to djeliver 
^e prisoner from confinement ; which was con- 
sidei^d a sort of victory gained, and with which 
the people triumphed in a great degree. Tranquil- 
lity was then restored, and the merchant was no 
longer ih danger. Whether the governor consi- 
dered the insuHittg threats of these people, ^vA 
tiieir atrocious bdhaviour, m as sensible a nianner 
as his officers, we cannot judg^ : they were indig- 
nant and warm fof re^^ngej they conceived tk^re 
was an indifference ih the governor's behaviour 
that indicated submission, and they were an:sious 
to be assured of it. This was a point of nmdh 
delicacy, and wfaidi required caution: but the 
degree of irritation they w^e excited to, and 
their i^al for the honour of the service, subdued 
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ior the moment modesty and calm reflection, A 
paper^ interlarded with expiessiong that would, at 
any other period, have been considered higUy in- 
decorous, was drawn up, atakd delivered to the 
governor. If the governor had {previously been 
disposed to chastise the people, this paper quick- 
ened his resolution ; and every preparatim was 
ordered for that purpose. 

The guns facing the, town were accordingly 
loaded, and a peremptory message sent to the 
people, informing them that they had forfeited 
the penalty of their agreement, and that they 
must pay it. Although this message WM an-* 
»wered by denial and defiance ; yet it was neeges^ 
aary to delay coercive operations, until those per- 
sons who had property in town, had it secured in^ 
the castle. The towns-pe(^le were likewise em« 
ployed in removing their efifects, and sending the? 
useless hands out ^f . town. Tbnsi oi& both sides: 
appeared deliberate preparations^ for war. The 
towns-people were obstinately bent on resdstatfee, 
and almost the whole of die gacribon were.anxi*' 
ous to prove their detestation at the outrage andr 
violence manifested by the Blaekff.: Jot. length. 
th« governor directed two guns tct bei. fired over 
the town, preparatorily to his intentions^ and at^ 
the same time expecting it wonld be the.meaa(j of: 
recalling the peofde ^^to a. state of anbmiisiQn.: 
But this favourable proposition was ndt i^gsupded^ 
and in .about < half .an. hour . after^ orddi$t» wm:4 
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givcflei t»£re into tlie towm : the houses were soon 
an &t0, and the \rhole to>wB presented a scene of 
devastftftimiy and it vms expected the affidr wonld 
«ad here : hvA no sooner was the conftagratioa 
over^ than the matikiv^s re-qommenced hostilities by. 
firing into the castle^ ac^ at canoes going off, andt 
leturniBg irom vessels. Some c^ their booseo 
overlooked part of the eairi;le^ 9nd^ being formed 
of clay^ they resisted ^|e effects of cannob-^sbot, 
at Least so loiich so^ that the shot woiild« go 
through, or lodge in the wall ; hot no farther in- 
jury w« done te it. 

The natives wwe in this manner tolerably se** 
core from the effect of large shoit^ and perfectly 
so fronoi the ^ect of mitsketry. It was only 
wh«n they iqppeared, (which was with the greats 
est cau^n,) that Uiey had to dread the effect of a^ 
jBfnsket-bulL In consequence of this security and 
the weakness of the garrison, the people obsti«» 
nately held out for nearly a month ; when they 
demanded a truce. It would be tedious and un- 
profitable to relate the whole of the proceedings 
that now took place ; suffice it to state, that the' 
penalty w«3 pa*d, at least a good pledge for it f 
and by the timely arrival of His Majesty's ship 
Rom^ney, affairs were brought to a final adjust- 
ment *• 
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* It may be necessary to remark, that we appear to claim no 
right of coiic[[tttest in Africa^ as &r as it respects the natives : 
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Those persons whose employment conferred 
the title of trade-boys or gold-takers, diligently 
studied much knavery, Running, and dissimula- 
tion ; and practised them very often with success 
against persons who placed too much confidence 
in tfaein. Masters of vessels, particularly those' 
who were unacquainted with the true characters 
of these persons, were often imposed upon. 

During the slave-trade^^ they were encouraged 
in proportion to their expertness and knowledge } 
and as they were rewarded in proportion to their 
success, they used much alertness in seeking for 
trade ; and, in order to shew themselves attached 
to their employer's interest, and likewise as they 
gained a considerable profit, they were not back- 
ward in stimulating a disposition for quarrels and 
encouraging palavers, or lawsuits, which tended to 
the slavery of their countrymen. They acted as 
agents or brokers for the men inland, who brought 



the Company pay ground-rent and water-custom at most ^f 
their settlements. The people are regulated by their own 
laws and customs, and will not submit to our's. When they 
agree to any laws between the Whites and themselves-, they' 
generally break them, if they openite against tbe-soteoest of 
the Blacks. The forts have been maintained foi^tthe pur-, 
poses of trade only, and ^ to enforce laws is attended witl^ 
much difficulty, expence, and risk ; consequently, it is pru- . 
dent- to avoid hostilities, if they can any way decently be 
avoided; and indeed it must be so,. while our force in that 
country is so small. 
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tljiear trade to the sea-side ; and they took care fjo 
e;s;act handsome sums for theii** trouble. It was 
.likewise their practice, and very likely they still 
COAtiuue it| to select soma of the purest pieces of 
^old brought by the traders, and replace.it with 
impure gold, of which thay took care to have a 
supply; and by that means iipposed on th^ir 
masters. A large portion of this base metal ws^ « 
generally reserved for vessels on the point of 
leaving the coast, particularly Americans. And 
we will tsike. the opportunity of mentioning here, 
that masters of vessels cannot be too cautious 
in the choice of their gold-takers ; they should 
be well recommended, and g^ood security given 
for their conduct. 

Laws. 

In this couiM^yi.where no fig^raJtive or I^ero- 
glyphic rep^entations lure known, or prft.ct^sed, 
there is no meth^ of rec^prding itctions, pr pre- 
seryipg,' thqm, th\xt;^ oral ;tra4itiQ3i$ $t^ everjr 
pf^son is Qftreftil to^cqufui^l: tpi^mgry^ at ^n 
early age, the laws and yarious custoqis. The 
uatiyes j^e very particular in that respect ; espe- 
f^ially the pgrpins, or <d|4ersy whomaybe consider- 
j^d the oracles of the^aws. This ^ccount^ V^ ^^n^^ 
.xnes^iure for th^ strQttg,m/eiAori|^'^of .the people 
]i^i;e : in procee4ii»gs of a cqinpU^ajbed n^t^irei, 
, they are seldom ^lost m ^sqijijfa^p o^- errqr : th^jr 

r^l^te rcircMistaBO^ wiUi . P!^ii^i<^piil7» . .a^d. gp 
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through their different dealings without embar- 
rassment. In all their discussions, however, there 
may be observed much ambiguity and circumlo* 
cution ; they do not come to the matter of fact, 
without a display of much oratory, in which they 
shew great natural talents. To behold a Fantee 
to advantage, he must be seen pleading his cause : 
his Words are accompanied with action by no 
means ungraceful, nor unsuitable to the subject ; 
and his attitudes and energy of expression are by 
Yio means contemptible, but on the contrary, we 
will venture to say, highly interesting. 

CtistatnSf &c. 

The customs of this country are very numerous : 
we have already noticed some of the most particu- 
lar, which are rigidly adhered to. They bury the 
dead in their houses ; and vnll not move from the 
spot, if they can possibly help it. If a man die 
insolvent, the body does not receive the rites of 
burial until his debts are discharged. Plurality 
of wives is allowed throughout the country ; and 
a man of easy circumstances generally has as 
many as he can maintain. His first wife has the 
sole management of the domestic affairs within- 
doors ; while the husband has little to attend to, 
in addition to planting com, yams, &c. &c. in the 
season. It would be an insult to that delicate 
passion and reciprocal affection known in tempe- 
rate and civilized countries, to say that any thing 
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like it exists here. The men of wealth have a 
number of /ivives, becai^se it is ciurtomary for a 
rich man to hare more than one ; and he adds to 
his stock, and neglects or admires in proportion 
to his sensual appetite. Wives are regularly 
contracted for ; and the mother has an uncon- 
trollable right of disposing of her dailghter: 
she is therefore generally courted with presents, 
which seldom fail of inspiring die daughter with 
a favourable opinion of her intended husband. 
After a certain sum has been paid^ which is re- 
gulated by custom, the young lady is dressed and 
deccNrated, according to her rank and circum- 
stances, with rich cloths, gold, and valuable beads; 
and led hy the .female relatives to the house of 
her husband, where she is received by his relatip^s 
and friends with some ceremony : on the follow- 
ing day she is visited by a numerous body, of 
anxious ^iquirers. She must continqe to wear 
her rich habiliments for a week, and publicly shew 
heiwlf : by which custom she is known to have a 
husband* As soon as st woman is disposed of in 
that manner 9 she becomes the property of her 
husband ; he has full authority over her, and no 
one can dilute it* 

It was a coQQimon practice for men who had 
young and handsome wives, and who were, rather 
actuated by avarice than pecessity, to send them 
abroad to entrap the unwary. The. incautious 
and innocent stranger was sold, if he could not 
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pay die accastomed penalty ; and the woman had 
a share of the forfeiture alleged to her. Although 
the men of consequence do not confine their wit^s^ 
they are, notwithstanding^ wafa^d with suspiei* 
ous vigilance by the first Ivife ; who is sure to b^ 
well rewarded for her diligence, if any discovery 
should be made : sometimes, however, the vigi- 
lance of that lady herself has been suspected, es- 
pecially if she had not lost all her charms ; in 
which case, ihfidelity is tried and proved by a 
kind of ordeal called *^ taking of doom/* 

This sort of trial, which is connected with 
much superstition, and which is resorted to dn 
many occasions, is conducted as follows.  " ^ 
If the person undergo the trial in a {)ublic 
manner ; he or she must be eltposed in a state of 
nudity : but if doom be administered private*, 
ly, that part of the ceremony is generally 
neglected. After an admonition to confess ike 
crim3, and a long harangue on the danger of 
concealing it, a certain quantity of the bark of a 
tree deemed poisonous is given to the person ac- 
cused; who ismsticates and swallows it: aft^r 
which, large draughts of itater are tak^i ; and 
if the whole be retained in the stomach, it is > 
sign of guilt ; if rejebted, a confirmation of iilno- 
cence. Aftei* the innocence of the lady has iMeen 
proved in this, manner, islie is at hberfy to shew 
herself abroad, habited in white, and her body 
chalked, embleniaiic of her tmsMentse. . 
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. It is customary for a wommf on being' pr^g* 
nWt with h^ first child, to g'ive oblations to the 
Fetish, ^ind perform certain rites established by 
immemorial custom. On the first indication of 
the flow of the menses, a female is oljiged to 
v?alk abroad, habited in a peculiar manner ; thus 
publishing^ her attainnoient of wonqtanbood. 
They suckle their children until they are able to 
walk about ; and both sexes generally go naked 
QPtil the ^g'e of puberty, excepting a girdle worn 
^bout the loins, to which a slip of qloth is affixed 
for the sake of decency. The change from ado- 
^sconce to purberty^ in thi^ country, and which 
live will suppose is the same in pvery Tropical 
cwntry, is very rqpid ; girls become wom^n 9A 
the early ^ge of ten year§, ^d boys mep at twelve. 
Their decline jis eqfxsAly quick ; at that age whe^ 
both Sis^^ arriy^ tp n^aturity^ or to the height #f 
accgmplishiqapt, in teqiiperate cli^^ajtes ^ here they 
lo^e a gr^at sha^e^ if not ^U, pf their attractive 
(j^y^s^^ties and perfections. One ftex witn^ss^ 
m^py years of sterility^ and the other many yean 
of imbecility. There are, hpwever, excepti<ms tQ 
be found, not indeed m the tow^s pn the sea-sidp, 
b]at inl;wd son^etime^, where a life of more tern* 
p^^npe apd regularity is followed, and whj^re the 
pa^siops we i>ot so early excited. 

I'he dress of bptb seies is nearly a^ke. The 
men wear 1^ pi^ece ,of cloth, of a^o^ot four yards 
lo9g ^pd two wjde, wrajpt Ipo^ly aba^t them. 
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wheti they are unemployed; when engaged in 
any occupation, part of it is folded round the 
loins, the remainder hangs down and covers the 
lower part of the body. The men of wealth 
wear hats when they travel, and some of them 
sandals. In general the women appear with 
their breasts exposed : their garment is fantened 
round the waist by ^ girdle or zone, called a 
tombah, which is supported behind by folds of 
cl6th, which form a protuberance, in proportion 
to the age and circunistances of the person ; and 
to a European is a singular mark of consequence. 
In front the women of quality and fashion, hav* 
a number of silver keys suspended by a ring to 
the tombah, which by their sound announce the 
approach of the lady from some distance. They 
wear bracelets of either gold or beads, or birth ; 
and some strings of beads are worn about the 
neck. Both men and women take particular care 
in the decoration of their heads ; they cut, or 
rather shave, the hair with taste and nicety. The 
eld men sh^ve the whole of the head, excepting 
a lock or two behind, to which they generally 
keep a piece of gold suspended. Some of the 
men allow the hair to grow on the chin; and 
whiskers and mustacheis, are not uncommon 
among them : — we have given it the name of hair, 
but in fact it is a woolly substance, and which is 
considered as characteristic of the negro race. 
A Fantee may be known from others of the na- 
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txvw, by small scarifications on the upper part of 
the cheek-bones, and on the back of the neck. 
Both men and women are particularly cleanly ; 
they generally wash their bodies twice a day : 
the latter are fond of European perfumes, and 
also of those they procure in the country ; and 
they are particular in the frequent use of a cer* 
tain operation, that excludes the necessity of lax- 
ative medicines. In all their dishes, pepper is an 
universal and necessary ingredient : and, indeed, 
from the quantity of bread they consume, and 
which is of a strong ^ and solid nature, something 
of a stimulating and digestive quality is requisite. 
Their principal dish is composed of fish, or poul- 
try made into soup ; to which are added palm-oil 
recently exprest, pepper, salt, and eschallots. 
This highly seasoned dish is accompanied with 
yams or plantains made into a pudding, or the 
Iwead of the country, which is unleavened ; it is 
made of maize or Indian-corn, and called cankey. 
The men and women generally eat by themselves : 

r 

four, six, or more, place themselves round a bowl 
of soup, in which they alternately dip some 
cankeyf or pudding. They do not driuk during 
their meals ; but after the repast, they sometimes 
indulge freely in the use of palm-wine, or of spi- 
rits. 

Although the Fantee country is not a>nsi- 
dered by the natives as commencing at Cape 
Coast, we will, notwi^usrtand^ig, sp^k of it 9s^ 
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plurtof tbad G»«Mtr jT : it is tobjeoted to ike FanK 
tees» and tlie people follow the. stme laws aad 
cp»toiDS as the Fantees do, aikd may in erery re«> 
speci be sef arded as the tame people. Miteh 
saperstition is intenatun^Ied urith the laws of the 
Bantee country, and they are particularly strict ; 
their punisfamente are fines and slav^ery, which 
ameunt t<y nearly the saine thing : for, if the 
^Ity person cannot pay the fine, he is by law 
adjudged a ilave. No cwporeal punishmeats^are 
iiUlicted. • Causes are tried by the pynins, or 
elders of the peo|de ; in whom are combined tho* 
oiBces of judge and jurors. They gimerally as-* 
semble in the public market^pplace for the trml of 
offi^nces: both parties are aAtentiTely heard^ and 
witnesses exaniined) after which, sent^ee it. 
pronounced. If the person who is found guiUy# 
snspect the justice or partiality of the preceed^- 
ingsy an appeal lies to the governor of theibrt^ ef\ 
to this elders c^ another town or distriot. The 
pynins are chbsen by the public Voice i the}! 
sometimes succeed by hereditary rig^; in which: 
case, if a defiiuency in their legal knowledge be^« 
publicly known, their authority is suspended, and; 
others appointed by the public. They get a share 
of all fines and forfeitures ; ajstd when any came 
of consequence is laid before them, it is usually • 
aceompsnied by a present of mm. In cases 
wbere fimily-oetmeetians interfile, the. trial very 
fljfteh happems by;^ ni^lirt;, for' the pkiipose of pre-»* 



vebtmg any iaaprassion wliicb the omiiteaiina«4iif 
the fteetssed might create. Suicide is considered 
with aUionrence : and the bodies of s««h self^-de^ 
voted crimiaals ayre baraed^ unless a considerable 
sum be paid to the pynins for permission to give 
them decent sepulture. 

All proclamations are accompanied with the 
sennd oi an instrument usually called gong-giong; 
but the true' liame of it is dah wool : it is made of 
iron, and very often of a mixed metal ; and is 
shaped soibething like a bell. A man holds it in 
one handy (if it be large, it is fastened to a piece 
of woody aii4 carried on the shoulder,) and 
beats upon it with a stick. The sound of 
this instramesit may be heard at s<mie distance ; 
buttle tone it produces is. not agreeable to the 
ear, and cannot be described. ' "' ^  

Itt censeqiience of the strictness of the laws, 
erimes oi smy magliitiide are seldom known; 
murder is seatcdy heard of; and petty ofiences, 
particularly thefts^ are not often committed. Air 
aitide may be left in the public road widiout 
much danger^ df its being touched by any person' 
belonging to the same neighboarhood. Th^ 
ave particularly cautious of making free with the 
phiperty of Itb^r own class ; but whatev^ belongs 
to a White man,, is considered fair game ; Because 
the^ "do not dread any severe punishment, not-^ 
i^nthstandiug the severity of (he laws^ and the 
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* obedience that n^as paid to them : yet during the 
slave-trade, we heard of crimes being perpetrat* 
ed almost every day, or at least men and women 
seized for offences either committed by them- 
selves or odiers ; but false crimes and false wit- 
nesses were very common in those days. 

The practice of pmiyaring was carried to «uch 
lengths in this country, as to occasion great an-^ 
noyance to trade, and to preclude public security. 
The word is not Fantee, but the phrase is well 
understood. 

Another odious practice, but productive of less 
evil consequences, was that of bramdeeinff : this 
is another word foreign to the Fantee language ; 
but its meaning was as well understood as that of 
panyaring. If a man had slandered another, or 
used any words tending to vilify his character, 
the injured person repaired to the market-place 
with an anker or two of spirits, or less ; and there 
invited his accuser to make good his assertions; 
who must likewise produce a like quantity before 
he can obtain a hearing. If the parties were rich,, 
they sometimes proceeded until they got to one 
hundred gallons, or more ; and if the man were 
found guilty, a pecuniary satisfaction was made, 
and the spirits went to the pynins, and the friends 
and relations of the person acquitted. These 
proceedings created much interest ; for if the 
parties were rich, the spoil was generally consider 
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aMe. There are certain days, on which panyac^ 
ing is interdicted ; Tuesdays in some districts, 
and Sundays in others. 

Of the religion of the Pantee country, we are 
at a loss to convey a satisfactory and pleasing ac- 
count. T^e chief object of adoration is placed 
in the capital of Fantee, called Ahrah^ and is 
designated, Woorah! Woorah! AgahNannah! 
which signifies. Master ! Master ! Father of all ! 
Every town, village, and district, have their fa- 
vourite object of worship ; as has likewise every 
family. On entering a house, something is per- 
ceived emblematic of their religion, which goes 
by the obscure (and we may say indefinite) term 
Fetish. Whatever is supposed to possess the 
power of good or evil, or any imcommon quality, 
goes by that title : and persons who prclfess any 
uncommon knowledge, and who particularly 
worship the Fetish, are *c?X\eA fetish men or wo- 
meUit Ti\ie fetish ^men, or the ministers of their 
deity, are in general much respected, and hav# 
considerable power in some places. They in- 
dustriously scatter abroad the seeds of supersti* 
tion, and diligently disseminate their knowledge« 
to the end that they may be regarded with 
admiration, and referred to for counsel on every 
occasion of public or domestic calamity. These 
persons are never consulted without a gift, 
which*is generally proportionate to the nature 
0/ the grievance. Seldom do the indigent 
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ask advice of Agah Naonah ! i the rich only, 
as a body of persons, can approach him. 
This oracle being superior to all others in the 
country y and having a number of votaries, re- 
quires larger gifts and sacrifices ; and whoever 
is most profuse in these, will continue to be held 
in favour. 

The Fantees were originally an inland people^ 
and governed by the kings of Ashantee; but 
when they formed a separate state, w^ have 
no satisfactory accounts to determine. They 
however rebelled against the A^hante? govern- 
ment, and fled towards the sea i where, it ap-i* 
pears, they remained unmolested until very lately* 
When they considered themselves out of th« 
Ashantee dominions, and in tolerable security^ 
they appointed a person to go\evs^ them : but m 
they dreaded the vengeance of their oj^ma^ten^ 
and were fearful that on the promis# q£ favour pr 
ri^ward this person would betray them, 4^ey ]^a4 
]|*ecourse . to a singular expedient tp prove hii& 
fidelity. They told him, that he must consent tft 
lose his left-hand, as the only token they cpnsi- 
dered su^cient to prove his attachment tp them^ 
The man hesitated at this extraordinary ngie(jbo4 
of putting his fidelity to the te«t ; when a g^nfer 
ral uiarmnr arose against hin^. Wh^ei^itpn hu 
Q^-b^arer stepped forward and e7ic\i»^€4f tl^ 
if his vf^wteTw^w unwiJJ^ng tp ]a9|s a bftpd fciF 
the gppd 9^ th^ feofhp h» was Jia^t^ fiftd l^iying 
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bis left arm u[)ob tke Uock, it wes takBn off. He 
was then cotistitiited thcdr Brafi3e ; wkkh term 
Signifies teptain, or kackr; stnd the person so a^ 
pointed^ Wal^ endu^ with many prifilegM : bis 
fflniiljp Were to be provided for, and^eoiisideired as 
a kind of oolnlky ; and his power was almost al^ 
solnte. In course of time, his faitnly l^came nn- 
morons ; they lived separate froip tiie {Ocfxlimt]^ 
nity^ and formed its it were a distinot stated wkfteh 
hence acquired the name of the Brafibe oountly ; 
wl^di app^ldtion it irtill retain^. . Sbme> by way 
jof besloVring npon it still greater emintnce, call 
it %he WoortJi Wdwah country. Abrlib is tiie 
capital of the Brafibe, as well to of the whole 
Pantee coimtry f and it is jM'ineipally mhilbited 
by the Brafibe race or their slaves. Hente ahise 
a distinctioh am6ng the Fafitees^ whioh'till hUe- 
'lye^cei^etsed Considerable aniiiority. The Bi^affbe 
cimntry Wa» the sonrce of all the ' laws tod <Hnh 
tmns of the Fantee country. If a cause wbre 
laid he^re a Braflfoe, he cotild decifde upon it 
withcMrt lillowing tifie^intelpodrtion of tiie pynins, 
ct any t>ther braticb of the govertnnent ^ and from 
bli decisito ^aete was no appeal. When a BMf^ 
4^ nf^at abroad/he lived at the public oxp^ce, 
aad^lvasriiiii^y dtst^nguisk^d by ^na 'iron cbain 
isoB^iaisA roimd bis seek ; and this chain was 
linger tirabortoraok^erding to lii^al or coUaterfail 
d«aeen<x . TJne td^e of Bi^iifiecfs gradually lex- 
temieSb tite^pvireriiihat wim igiven them, until at 
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length they became obnoxioofl to the people, and 
were considered a burthen to the state. TherB 
are not muiy of the family now living, the Ashan- 
tees. haying nearly extirpated the whole race. 

The oMmtry about Cape Coast, till lately, 
presented an uniform woody appearance : there 
was no cuItiTation of any kind near it, excepting 
the Company's garden : it has, however, under- 
gone nmqh improvement ; and now (1811) eiE- 
hilnts a pleasing appearance. Some neat houses 
are erected without the town, wherein the pro- 
prietors enjoy an agreeable retirement from dutyi 
ot the bustle of employment, an4 where *1liey 
receive the advanti^e of free air. 

The present govemor-in-chief appears i,o be 
indefatigable in promoting improvement and 
cultivation, and in difiusing them by example 
among the natives ; he has a richly cultivated 
spot, about six miles distant from tiie -castle, 
where European and indigenous plants are 
raised with success. This plantation, <»* rsAher 
garden, is contiguous to a fflnall river, that over- 
flows in the wet season ; and it is very TeauLrk" 
able, that at this short distance 6rom the sea, ikd 
earth is frequently refreshed with nun, «^ the 
country about tl^ Cape is deprived of it. Hence 
we may conclude, there is moi« moisture inland 
than on the sea-coast. An improvement in the 
manners of t)|e people, as wdl as in the countpy, 
may be perceived : bitf we a«e sorry to obsmrve, 
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tbe fonner does not proceed as saccesi^Uy as we 
could wish ; which, we will not hesitate to say, 
is owing to a want of authority to cimtroal and 
keep them within certain limits. , Industry, how- 
ever, has found its way among them, and that 
stubborn spirit which they preserved and culti- 
vated, appears to be much mitigated ; and there 
is very little doubt of their acquiring the quor 
lifications necessary to form good characters, and 
becoming a useful people, if certain means wei^ 
devised ; of which we have already given some 
hints. 

The want of a river, or capacious pond, near 
this town, is a very great inconvenience, not 
only to the natives, but to the garrison, and 
to i^ps and vessels which resort hither. About 
a mile westward fri>m the town is a small laki^ 
of salt water, from which the natives procui^ 
salt without any art, and with very little trouble, 
for evaporation proceeds vntia sudi rapidity, in 
the dry season, that the salt is formed without 
the process of boiling and crystallizing. It 
is amusing to observe the women of this town 
seeking for gold : they convey the earth, in which 
tiiey suspect that metal to be lodged, to the 
sea*side ; where^ with much ingenuity and per- 
severance, they examine it in the following 
manner. They put the earth into a wooden bowl, 
where it imdergoes frequent ablutions by a cir- 
cukir motion until the lighter parts are washed 
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away ; the heavier parts of the earth tlutt re- 
maiiiSy are pot into another bowl : this process is 
repeated several times until there is neady a 
bowlful collected; it then undergoes a careful 
examination and frequent washings^ and the gold 
at length is perceived at the bottcm of the borri^ 
where it is allowed to remain^ until the whole 
of the earth is washed away ; when they lake it 
out, and <ky it either by the sun, or by fire. 
During this process, there is much dext^^ 
and ingenuity to be seen, which are only ao- 
quired by much practice. 

The first settlers at Gape Coast had .not 
an attentive eye to their preservation, by 
allowing the natives to live so near .the castle. 
If it were not for this gr^at inoaBvenienee, 
Ci^e Coast would be a sahibrioiu i^tuilian: 
when the town was ^lestroyed in 1803, it 
sho«rid«have been the fiist.oare and ol\jisct -of 
the governor to have oooipeQed the Mlif es to 
'build further firom tb^ walls^of the qaatlei^, we 



* ^he principal part of the African gold is'procured in 
the interior, by %vashing iii f He beds of rivers' tihd- water- 
courses after llie rsria-i«atei^'lM*'fuii dST, espSQMJfy «t Hie 
bottoms of moontMQs aad m», JR Ike way .ftbove 4f«i^i^d : 
but there. are also mines of gold, particulafly about thutv 
miles inland of Dixcoyci at a place called Amemfi. They dig 
as if forming a well, until they come to a hard dark-coloured 
stone, which is interspersed with particles of jgoM : sohleHitt^s 
this ore is tery rith. ''By-4 jpres^tit tlie«#riter^r«ctfr«d^ 
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sxf at leasl two hundred yardit' frpmHhem : if 

itSu salutary measure Vrere^ attei^d^d t6, the ad- 

>r<iHt^ge that, vrould at*ise from it; would be 

tnipertant^ partionlatly «s to health : for^ in tile 

wet and foggy deasoiiSi, or ithen th^ breeze is not 

powerful enough to^puriiy tie air, and'Very 

* probably '■ during the tontimta^ce df the 'land- 

Mvitid,-tnany> noxious effluvia fldat into the castk : 

' thfe vapours arising from {iutrid fis^/ coltections 

.of rubbish, filthy water, Set. &e« mustimpYA^' 

'iiate the air of the <^astle with pailtitd^')>y no 

means conducive to health. : f » - ^ . ' 

We have stated, thftt, wiA an adequate -garri- 
^son^ Cape Coast could defeiid itself a^iinst) a 
•istpong fore^ by sea: but one^ousand^nmtn 

would be Requisite to answer that ptirposti^>eSec- 
-tually ; — a &umbet wbii'h €ottld' noibe'su((poited 

without; a considerable sum? "^ We will, however, 

' venture to a6sert^ thAt ivit only tlf^*presetlti|pariri- 

. - ' • • f< . -.1.' »'•■). . • ij.  






piiece wii^iii^ abont folir or^ five ouUces,- nfrQieh'j ^iiea 
gioiuui 10 povdcr and fvii$li»d» proc^nce^ id^oul/qMr^ptiiay* 
ureigKti of duftUgoUl. * The BJack^fot bt ipg ^uf u^ti^ wfth 
the act of mining, nor possessing proper tools^ emplyy , mocii 
labour to procure this ore» and are, not ttncommouly, lost by 
the earth falling in upon them. They speak of working^ in 
the mines as an uncertain speculation, Sometimes paying 
them- ivdly at others not. * ^^ .£ '1 ;> 

K 
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8oa of C%pe CoMty \nA the gfarrisons of ef^iy 
British fort in the coantry, could be connderaUgr 
angmttited at a very moderate expence ; aod we 
will yentare to predict, that no improYement of 
any importance, either as it regards trade or 
coltivation, can be made, nor can we get at the 
resources of the country, unless our establi^dunepts 
here are <m a more respectable footing ii| a 
military way ; and the present state of the copi« 
try urges the necessity of an increased 
establishment, on which we wilt take the. 
of offering some remarks as we .proceed. 

Although Cape Coast is deprived of many 
conveniences and advantages that would make 
it as respectable am Elmina ; it is, however, 
ci^Ue of great improvement, withoot ipmdh 
.«xpence. The first and most inqpottant we shall 
jfiotice, is that of making the castle more strong 
ep the land«ttde ; whi<^ .cannpt be done eA»c- 
tnally wiitbout jeiect«o^ liprt^oations on those 
fast|^ ^H^db command it; and we jwoold ne- 
conmiend towers as not only the strongest, but 
least expensive: one to be built on the ^te 
of Fbipps-Tower } anothinr on % height imme- 
diately 4it the tear ctf the town, and which^gntes 
by the name of '' The Small-Fox Hili;' Fhipps- 
Hill lies to the westward of the castle ; and from 
the smnmit of a tower erected on it, eveij move- 
ment of the ahips of an enemy coivld be obsery^ 
at Elmina, Commenda, and Chamab. A tower 
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on tha other hill ^oijild ^ot Qply commaQd tl^ 
town, but overlook ^ goo4 tfwt of coonti^y .< 

at tlie rear of it. B[ere a q^ie^tioi^ prises/ that 
tarings with i^ some dr^iculty : How are tl^y to 
be built, without calling for pecaniary ai4f or 
increasing the public expence ? Wewillrappps^ \ 

that every merchant or trader residing at Cf^p9 
Coast would SQ far perceive the utility of those 
towe^i tlmt they would dpubtless coiMribute 
towards their ejection : and ^e will likewise 
suppoif e,' that the governor would use so much 
authpiity over those persQus who receive gra- 
tuiti^ from the Company, as to n^a)^ them assist 
in coPecting th^ inateriaVf. But admitting that 
no efi^bctual $|id shou](d b^ obtained in this m^llt 
P^r» ^vfry persQP who '^ ftcquaintpd with th« 
Servi^ "Can fofrm some i4ea9 with what faoifity 
the lUi^terials cpcdd be procured* and with what 
economy the buildings could l^e raised. 3ut the 
great|sst difl^quHy remains, that of giving thc^ ' 
/ftrength without materialjly ^^eak^iiing the castle : 
this dv^Qutfy ijw^y ^e pv^ rppme in a mWB^t 
jyhiic|> ifre .^iU ^^>dsfty9W to fi^int.out. . 
, T jvo eigliteei^ or twelvp-pound^rf i?^n b^ very 
.W^U ^r^fl A'Pin the c^le, likew^s^ two liow-- 
i^ers; f(i^ fouf: n^fi at eitch tqwer wotdfi bf 
fuUy sufficient, excepting when an enemy wfuf on 
the ffiSfsitf qr whea t}^^ cagUp op tovi^n ^f^ t^ioeat* 
ened : ip that q^se, twelve of foarfeien m^ ^ 
each wqtild be i^ecessaryt.i^ifl this ^umb^f tbi^ 

• i 2 
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present g^rrbloii of the castle could not afiord. 
We nhould however expect, that if that numher 
were drawn from the castle, it would' he re* 
pKiwd by &e Mtdattoes of the toWfo, and their 
slav^ t>r servants ; who would, no doubt, cheer^ 
ftdly come forward on such emergency. The 
heiivy g^s in course would be mounted ' on 
the tops of the towers, and upon circular traver^ 
sing carriages; the howitzers on light fields 
carriages that would render them moveable with 
facility on sudden occasions. It would be ne-* 
cessary to surround each tower with a ditch, or 
ehiveaux*4e-frieze^ and a howitzer placed at the 
gate or entrance: To gfuard against any for- 
ttiitous occurrence, no ammunition shoidd be kept 
at ' those places, but wh^n wanted. It is hot 
necessary to say much as to the advantd'ges^ 
which' would ensue in case o^ our speculations 
being realjzed; suffice it to state, that cultiva- 
tion and other improvements would go on with 
greater Success t a person would plant with 
i^onfidence; he would be certain ttiat the pro- 
duce of his labour, ahd- industry wouTd be re- 
spected, aAd within . the range of ^e guns; he 
migfnt' prdctiise* whatever he shotild conceive 
pk^tabl^ or beneficial, without interruptiob or 
•insult/ ■'. * '- • ' ^' ' ••■ ' 

* NotwttKsfenBing tiie dcifiiiency of a' rivfer at 
Cape Coast, water sufficient' Cdu1d*1[)e procured 
•without 'much difficulty, by making reservoirs 
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$i pitoffer pkofeei^i-fthkiOwn^ we insy 

siq^fKMie^ would willingly contribute to this great 

improvement:' for although they seldom step 

beyond the bounds x>f any necessary exertion^ 

and common practice, they would soon be con 

vmc^^liiat their labour would be amply requited 

by die eoffirenience of a constant supply of ^fsater 

ttear home. The advantage of 'having reservoirs 

ef^water atCape Coast will fully appear^ ^^wfaesi 

^e eonsidep that the garrison might 4it ^ a& 

litlies have an inexhaustible supply; andiships, 

l^airttcukarly those of His Majesty, wofdd; be 

t^ertaih of having their wtots relieved 'in iiilt 

respect. ' » .'* 

As' we have said so much concerning iniprove^ 

ments^ w^' will take the liberty of prc^ositfg; 

another very impoi-taut one^ whict^ we will tkdt 

4iesitate to say, would add to ihe.heakb plEdas 

•ganimn tand* prosperity of tii^ iservice : ;thi9 is 

an hospital ^•^ A buildifig cakSulated fijr the 

reception laiid. ^j^ovexy^ of* the sick is of maih 

great importance to. the service, that: we ^ might 

<expect evciry difl&colty rwoold *be'Temoved> to 

-eifect it : for it do6s not irequire/anyi knowledge 

intbeMience of medimne to fpifesee* the maay 

disadvantages whieh await thefsidk,vwhdn lodged 
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m 'U maU md tmAmed kpBxtamAL Lei the 
diwase be % levtsr or dysentcury ; k is dbvisiii^ 
Aat the gteategt diligencb and card iapafiimUe^ 
added to profamonal aldU, wHl be toil efted 
defeated. If a .fhymcian were eaUed in la 
aae a perton under the effebtift ^ one of iheae 
eoMplaintSy a^d foiwd him in a dhmber of 
twelve or fourteen feet ^uane^ in let diinato#itiw 
fiv«e degrees of the Equator* and deiprived of m 
free adittSssioii of air ; we wiU Tenture to trnft^ 
his int care would be to hafi« the pall wt ftnoved 
toalDOve qpacious and airy apartment; and if 
llMt could not be eSactedt he woidd entertMa 
indifferent hopes of his recovery. 

Of late yiarsy much attentite has been paid 
to improvementa'abotit Cape CoatL Roads ba^e 
htan tnade, piieces of growid tastefelly 4aid opi 
and pUmtedi and soitie Snug and neat oottagiss 
erected. These give the toantry an ^pearanoe 
very pleasing to any person who is xealew.for 
Ihe iittrodnction of arts and c»«ilwiticn. 

Bat in the midst of isAl 4his desire for inipiMP#- 
nenty one or two things hare been jpassed <»vec» 
larfaieli we tfais^ are of gwat consequene^ md 
4hffoagfa the neglect of whk^ our seHgioiis charac^ 
'ler is held 1^ stran|fars and by ihe natives in de* 
rision : The British is the only European nation 
in ^s country, that is deprived ot IT^pi&te 
exchttdvely devoted to religions worship; the 
public hall is however snbstitnted for that sotowa 
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puipose: But we tni8t» that the propriety gt 
havitq^ a, place set apart ^ for that ocoasion will 
be clearly perceived. And we hope likewise^ 
that a decent place will be formed for a burial* 
ground. Officers of consequence are buried 
within the walls of the castle : a practice, or 
cu^toniy full of danger; the fetal tendency of 
which we should be sorry to anticipate. The 
natiyesy whom we call a barbarous savage people, 
popiesEi delicate ideas respecting attention to the 
4^d: they, are careful in preserving the body 
against the attacks of ferocious animals, by bury- 
ing; it in their houses. And although we do 
not wish that a similair practice should be adopted 
b^ 03} >¥e think, however, that aa^ inclosed 
plac^ (ua m^ter how rude, ojr how inelegant) 
WQuidi preserve, the repostoiiiQS, of the dead, from 
vyjlatiog- 

<Oarrisau of Cape Coasts 

*]phe g^risoa of CapjB Coast dpe^ not amoqnt 
tp, ^lore than $>rty^ effective^ soldiers f at least,, 
we hear tl^t thi% is. the co^plemeii!t aUowed; 
bi)t by th^ additipn of the^ ertj^^^rs^ that quio- 
b« iwy be Infir^j^aed to ^ighty^. or peirfaaps^ a, 
hw^djr/^ - ft numberf hp.wevipr, v^y cspable^of 
w.orkwg ei^t OK ten, 9f the. \mry gws with 
«%ctj a»^ iBrq««5,of ^d^fepnim^ a^d resolute 
^n^ it <;awiot bft ejip^qf^, that, this sn^ 
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•'lu t799» ^v4i6n Cape-coast Castle was tihj^t- 
ened by a French squadron, consisting^ of Cfaree 
stout frigates and smaller vessels, the different 
garrisons' oT the* out-forts -were drawn away, to 
augment that of the castle, which* left them at 
the mercy of the enemy. And if a threat of the ' 
like nature were apprishended now, we may sap^ 
pose the like expedient would be adopted t a 
circumstance that requires some consideration. 
We "would therefore strongly rec6taunend like 
military force of the castle to be increased to 
two-hundred men, under the immediate ' com* 
lAand of officers acquainted with the theory and 
practice of ginnery : who should have their men 
trained to the exercise of great guns abd mor« 
tJirs. That number could be formed in the coun- 
try, and, under good officers, ' would doubtless 
prove themselvei^g^d soldiers. With this small 
but respectable force, a vast change would be 
made about this castle : the natives would soon 
become more civilized and more industrious : 
nifany perhaps ' in 'Efa'glahd' would be tempted 
to ixy the capability bf the African soil : spe- 
culatiW would l>e attempted with greyer pro- 
(^eci^'bf ^success : trade would be inci^bsed; 
agriculture wotlld ' spread to a |IIe^itig ^i!tent^ 
and' we slieukf hope (4nd' itideed reasonably ex^- 
I^cvin'conseqa^nc'e of ati'^xii^dcfd tniltivatioa) 
tktPthe kir ^ouifi"^ sb im^^rdv^ its ib r^tider 
it lu; i^ifg^fii&ll^^^'^dji^t^^ 
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trymen^'as any other part of dw globe betwe«i 
tte Tropics. « 

About four miles from' Cape Coast, We come 
td a Dutch fort called Nassau : it is situated at ii 
place riaiiied M^i'ee i ithe fort is on an eminence/' 
anid in a cbinniaiiding' situation. It Was' taken' 
during^ the Ataierican war, by the itrmament that' 
went against ^ESImina; biit it was abandoned; 
witlidtit ninth inrfury being done to the fort.— Wfe 
have^lmt little to remark at this place. The 
country is more Woody than about the Cape, and* 
*^ the B(dl appears more moist. 
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CHAFFER V. 

JU^^NAMABOi:. ORIGIN AND HISTORY OF 

THE ASHANTRE WAR.— — FANTRBS.— ^ — 
AKJMS. 

Annqmaboe. . 

jlWO leagues fiom fort Nassau^ is situated 
tke Briliiii iirt Annamaboe ; which ^ UBdoubt* 
«dly the most-cMcipact, and iife motf ^regulady 
bliilt.ftit iflk tliis Gouirtry. It is % foEtified^^ui^-ar; 



hmU with jlidf mMt, aad with gopd materiaU^, 
and is capable of making a good defence^ Tl^ca 
are about thirty pieces of heavy cannon mounted 
here ; /but, unfbrtunatdy, the fort is on a low 
situatioQ, and is commanded by a height in the 
rear* The country about Aonamaboe is Hlljf. 
with some lofty trees and thick underwood : the 
soil is in general good, but particulairly in. the 
valkys. The coast is rocky and dangerous to 
approach at times,, especially during the rains* 
Formerly this place^ and CSormantiske (whidi i% 
only three miles from it), were the greatest max- 
ketfl^ for irtaves on the. Oold-co^t. : it vas. ^ot 
uncommon to see from, twenty to <turty ml of 
shipping, of different nations, trading hete toge- 
ther. The town was the largest and the most 
populous on the coast ^ kr its flourishing state, it 
was supposed to contain teii-thousand men, some 
of them very opulent ; and these acquired their 
wealth without lab(Mir, but with ease and cer- 
tainty. Like the Cape-Coast people, they were 
remarkably indolent and unruly^ and frecjuently 
committed acts of outrage, without distinction, 
or regard to consequences. Some . years ago, 
they commenced open hQ$tjijyu^es against the com- 
mander of the fort ; which brought upon them 
the indigtiatimk of the senrice : sxj^HIib earxir 
mander was^ directed to ik»tmy thfe JfaMmTiiifen 
tesa a satisfactory atoneoseiit waa'rasida: hufc 
they wwe obstiaate^ an4 woidd not iMOAiiilo 



matt^ WHh the chidf } who obeyed his offers 
refj pQiietDally ) buincid the town^ and roirted 
the' iidhabitantl from it : but he unfoitunatdy 
exceeded hie order^t or rather» we suppose, the 
goTer&oMiKOhief became displeased with him } 
for be complamed to his superiors, and they 
dismissed him from their service. This was no 
snail trhunpfa on the part 6( the Annamaboes; 
fer they conceived die diiefs dismissal was in 
eoBseqoence of his having^ destroyed their tovm : 
aady influenced by this snppositioDy instead of 
relkiquishing^ th^r ill practices, they gave the 
runs to their licentiousness, to the frequent inters 
nqrtion of trade ; and committed acts of vi<dence 
to the piejudioe 4Mii2i of the S«vice and the 
pnblidf:* 

The hte chamg^ which have tak^i place ; die 
ikstrutftMn of their town, with the gresiter part 
0f its inhahttattts; and the abolition of the Slave<^ 
trade ; may prabably be ceiistdered as too great 
m pmilshnient for di tinir transgressions and 
affeaces^ The first cimunstance (which wiU 
Itonn aremarkaUe epoch nt the records of the 
Vantoes) has in k soch a combination of extraor- 
dinsory and oemorable occurrences, that we have 
mo^mibt but the relation of tiiem sviU be grali<- 
fying to the reador : but m order to do this with 
mk mmfli deamess as possilde, it is necessary we 
Aoi:M4iMmrto the events that actually ^eftistdt 
% urirafe iMlrainental in Inrinfing it abont 
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Ofigi% trnd Historfjf of tke Aahan/et JVar^^ 

The AssiB coiintry lies ai tbe'itiar of /tiber 
Fftiitee, and borders on the Ashtotee dmntt^. 
It was divided into two states: the oner ^^oiiemed 
by king* Cheboo and Qaaeoe Apoatay ; and th«( 
other by king Anioo. Apontay^ ' although not 
elerhV^ to the dignity of king, held^^qnal swa^ 
with Cheboo ; but they were each snbordmdte to 
die king of Ashantee. A man of opulence died ill 
Amoo*s town ; and, as is customary on such og« 
easimiSy gold and :other valuable articles wen 
deposited "^itfa the body in - the grave. . On this 
otscadion, one^ of Cfaeboo's people was poesent^ 
and seeing what was. done^ watched an^oppfur** 
tanity to rob die g^ve$' which he.effected, and 
escaped with the treasure. Amoo his nei^bou^ 
sought redress of Chcboii an^ .Ajioutaiy;' ^ut 
without success : *he then laid ibe'iafSur before tli» 
kitkg 6f Ashantee j who. summoned^ .ati. the par:* 
ties before him, gave them an ; impartial he^r* 
ing, and awarded an fia>vour of Ainoo.. ^Qnacoe 
Apoutay was detained as a hostage mitil restitDh* 
tion should be Aiade : i but h^ in la Jihort time* 
ixmtiived to make- <his eae«pe,t : and^ {wlmi iM 
liberty^ r^sed to accede. td.the.AWiaid made by 
die king of Ashantee. lOn . thts, AmoO jsfttacJs^ 
4fae^ town in which . Cheboo and Apv^ulcty a^^fldi^fty 
'and'vouted his opponents* :• after thj^f^tifte. instb- 
«gflEti6fci ofi^tfaet kmg'dE Aa^aatee, : the .ipartife^ n^ 
to Mttle. lli«f;.dispi|ile j ibut Q^lft(4€bT^qiVt^» 
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aHiii^ tr^cB^rttiiiljr '<* the- oecaision, sent^ pri- 
rateIy'ta-^el)ob ft)r ^in iinMed' force ta stipport 
him r'arid a^battfe.^^^ 'tlie conseqaeuce, whi<ifr 
endediti tlie deatb^of iW miah wli6 had cbmiiiittedf 
(he thi^; khd^ the total defedt of A^outay aridf 
hi!J foi^ces. * At this ^risisV the ting* of Ashantee, 
willing to bring abotit a^eace again, literferedl 
He Sent 'two gold mataillst^, the one to Atiioo, the 
other tb' his adVfersai^, directing' 'thieiA to cease 
ill hostilities ; td'which bdth parties &gteed, and 
took'thfe infahittas/ A^po obeyed the kiitigj 
but* Qiiacde ApootaiY attacked Anioo, iand drove 
hini Uri his turn* fr6m Ks town. '^ Amoo, indijg"- 
iiant sit the re{>eated deceptions of' Apbiitay, ob- 
tained sucdour», -and ^overthrew his treacherous 
opponent. Tlfe king of AsKantee, still anxious 
to recbitcile liis neighbdurS;! and unwilling to 
drttw his sword, presettt6d"two gold swoi'ds and 
ian axe to Ambol^axia recdmmended him to con* 
dilate' ^^Uacbe Afiioutay , ^ ^hd terminate their 
(juarreTs.* ^'Atfbi cdnsentca to obey the king, 
but in the tnean time' i^^ again attacked by his( 
ifiiplacable 'fb'ei and iptalty ' defeated, and lost in 
the contest the golden ^sword and hatcj^et.^ His 
bppbneni cbmniitted" raVag^s wliere-ever he 
came, ' killihg ' messengers, 8(nd every man who 
fell into his' hahds, not spafin'g even the king of 
'A^kante^*s*iA^sen&:ei*sI A war ^ith the kinff 

. .j» a* a. ^^ iSJK '■•>^\-'. i -> 1^. «* IV' -A ' 




<]i» FMtee comity : in coueqimps of D^bidi, 
tlie kiaflr i«^ « mMntge to Acoom, ^ cabbp- 
cier or mayor of Aisecoomah ( a small utate tri« 
butaty to tbe kmy of AAhaatee), acoompanied 
by a prweat of ^enty ounces of gold ; statiiig 
tbe necessity of his pursuing bis enemies to tbe 
Fantee country; but giving assurance of tbe 
king's pacific dispositipq towards tbe F^nteies, 
and tbat bis only object was to get into bis 
possession Cheboo find Apootay: tbe Fantees 
woidd not interfere, nor allow the Asbani^e 
forces to come into^ their comitry* Upon tl^ 
answer, Appey Dougal^^ 1]ie Iqng of Aidiaii* 
tee's general, collected, by coimnwd of lm^ 
mwter, a large force; and gave tbe eneqpiy 
battle at Buinka, in Fantee : be displayed great 
gallantry, and defeated tbe two kiqgs^ in ctm^ 
junction with the Fantee forces that bad joined 
them. Next day, Chebop and Apootay having ral- 
lied their forces, and formed it jnpc^ with i^ frepb 
f^antee fierce, gave Appey Pongaii battle ; bfit 
wf re totally defeat^, ^iA j^e los^ rf many 
Uil\^f ftnd in^e j^risotters : amopg tbe la^er 
Vfap Atia^ th^ cabbocier of Al^nh, ihfi principal 
town of Fantee. A large simi wps oflfered for his 
rapsoin, but refused; and he ww coqcimitted tp the 
^are of Acoom the cabbocier of A£|Becoo{nah| ia 
whom the king bad gr^ confidence : but this pef* 
son betrayed bis trm^ and liberated the enemy, 
(^uacqe A^tay» bafl|ed ft all j^^iiti^ ff qI to 
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, mtorii hQrm* To tibig (H^^posai tk^, kipg ^gire^f 

mid> w t(di€aii .of im frie|idi^r|)^ sent yariou&^pue- 

iMenU to Oieboa ^nd Apoufay ; w^, iiist^ :^ 

^nac#iviiig. ^tmm vAtk g^ibide^ liebeaded tbe 

memngwi. Thk mqk^ Md mpM^rojcod wt, 

. corned Ihe in^^mtuNa of the kii^ pf Adimt^^f 

and he Toiirad eternal wamgnrast th^ ^gigroason). 

▲ooan f^o iMkd bctoB f<irgi v«^ by th^ kin^r^r JWs 

i;i!ea<lior)r tn^sf^aiJPB^ Atia to em^^p^X b^f ;in 

v^osaemoii of a l^i^ quantity (i^ f^tivi^ion^ wi^s 

afiplied to by Hie kiag^f A^hant^e £^r a wi^y> 

wiiidi Jbe With s^emiag efaofetfiiloiesa tgKtntiQ^ : 

.«iz times Jiedelivei^ &ijdifolty tbos^ (ba^ Wffe 

eoDtraietod liMr, but, tbe «ef^e0|;b tiiafte, ^e b^trfty^ 

About oM*tboiiSAiid men wbo ba4 rheeu b^^.^v 

tiiem, awl scM tiiemi f n March or 4pril» 180^. 

In fimsQcmeme .of this eondaqt, Aei^fm became 

lavolvoil ia/fJie^ar: i^ery shortly afterwards the 

king .of rAAantee deleatetd biQ9> aud made rapid 

pvografls with bia army towarfis the coasjl; ^n 

SMrch of iCbdbop a»d Apputay. The F$a)t§^ 

.opposed -his mafoh, but were defeajted in fv^y 

xmis€ii and tibe^ Bi^fibes were nearly extii|»ated 

• by liJbe Aflhantoes m tbc^ march. The AoRa^M- 

rboeSf iMtigs^d by the Tiemaining ^^ffoes, Wb^e 

impudent enoK^ to ^acmve and pro^t Qh^oo 

fin^ Apontay : which proved fatal t9 them. J^t 

.this period, ^ jgovernpr of Cape^Qoast Castle, 
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being imdAf some apprebeiMM ^r^ tdety of 
tile British fletrtemenits, wan ifidined M skid -a fls^ 
of trace with anhessage to^the ttingof Ashantee, 
wbo was now (May^ 1806)iat Abfah, aiidbiify 
fifteen or twenty miles from the coast. The 
Annamaboes (who Were tconsultedon the' naea- 
sure) objected to it ; and the design was eonse* 
quently'suspended. The governor was anxifoas 
to know upon what terms the king would consider 
the British, and wished to become a mediatobr ; 
Vat the Annamaboes, who placed a* vain d^eif'* 
dence on their name and rtrengih, fully expeeted 

• that the king and^ Ms army woeid he conquered ; 
and that if not the whole, the greater part of the 
am^y, would fall ilkto their hands; and hence 
were not disposed to pacific* measures, nor would 
they permit the governor's messenger to 'p^oeeel 
inland. * Shortly after this, a <$ris£on of tbe 
Ashantee army made its appearance*^ GWmaA- 
tine, and routing tHe ilfih^bitants-lik>m the town, 
coinpletely destroyed it. The captuu' of this di-- 
vision contrived to get into tiie Dutch fort, and 
having pillaged it of a number of articles, took 
up his residence there. It^as now time to be- 
come ac<tiiainted with the king's intentions j and 

' fo^' that f>urpose, the governor of Aimamaboe 
fort sent a messenger with a flag of truce to the 
commander of this division, intimating a wii^ to 
be acquainted withthFkmg's motives -for tnarch* 
ing an army to the coast, and proposing himself 
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M n mtik^f. This me»^e, \^e may tiixjppm^:, 
wits timveyed to tlie kmg : and <^ tlie following 
dty> three meii wete observed coming from Cor* 
nMntine wM a white flag displayed ; tad (Mr^ 
White) the goreraor, expected they were Itas 
beiirers of some agreeable atid satisfactory iiMtela 
UgdUce : in this, ho'^ever, he was nmefa ^dbsipft 
pointed ;^ fw the eommiiiider of that liivisioii of 
the Ashantee army^ being in fomieiBAim of fVni 
AimBterdbm^ w«b elated witil ids snecess^ pattitctl^^ 
Ittly itt getting to &e sea^-side ; (a circ«ikt»ttoed 
WUch inspired him with sueh joy ^ that he #ent to 
thebi3^aoh> and dipped his sword three txiies ill 
the sea^ some of which he had conreyed to Ihi 
king as a proof of his succeBs:) — ^whether Ihose 
circuifcistonces sfttmnlated him to try the dii^pOBK* 
tion of the English chief, we knoW n^tj bnt Uti 
mmatuge he sent, imported a degree bf haa|^-s 
MM by no means agreeable to Mr« WfaSte^ wmt 
wtt*to this efiect: That when the governor 
would send him twenty balrrels of guhpowtto^^ 
ttiidone hundred tnnricets, he wonld be told wh«l 
Ife king's designs were. To eoitaply ^th tiiid 
denEHoid would be acknowledging too mneh sttb^ 
im^ion, md wwdd doubdess give the king u ret^jl 
ndiflSa^eht Opinioii of the Britiih eharacter« MH 
Whito bdbaved poiitefy to tibe people, gate Ikem 
ioihe refreshiAfcnti dsmd tcdid thein> that h& regret;^ 
tstt that the kibg^ or their toaster, did Hot nffmat^ 
iBetttitd.to.Mte to ati etpfaaurtiea^ mr ioeonKili» 
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ate mattert: that if the king would point out hi 
what manner the Annamaboes bid offended^ he 
would use big authority to have 8atisfacti<m given : 
Aat until he was assured of their having trans* 
gressedy or having injured his majesty, they were 
entitled to the protection of the fort, if they 
•ought for it : and that, finally, if the king's army 
should come with any hostile intentions near the 
fortt it would be fired upon. 

jliler this, two or three of the heavy guns were 
fined with shot for the purpose of giving them im 
idea of the destructive power of artillery ; atid 
th^ w^re praparing to depart ; when private in* 
fonnation was received, that the flag of truce 
would be violated in its return, and the men 
mnrdered. Whereupon Mr. White and Mr. 
Wflscoi (a gentleman not in the service,) escorted 
tlMn, andieft them in safety withnt.a short dis«- 
teoce firom their quarters. The governor now 
anxkrasly looked for a definitive reply from the 
king, and every assiduity was used to place things 
in a defensive position; and the towns-peo]^ 
havii^ heretofore placed' a firm reliance on tbnr 
strength, became alarmed, and were solidtoos to 
be, assured of Ihe governor's protection. Mr* 
White informed them, that if the king of Ashan* 
teaintCB^I^ to attack die tovm^ he would give 
them all the assistance and protection in his 
power ; at the same time advised them, of the 
most pvodetit measures to be emplayed 6xJdim^ 



MMy and d(e£mce* He iiutractod them^ in tb<^ 
fert inirtaiice) to have strong parties on the look* 
out^ and to guard every af enne leading into the 
town ; and^ on the first alarm^ or approat;h of tiie 
miemy, to send the old men, women, and children^ 
to? the fort, where tHey would be received ; itnd as 
many as the fort would not accommodate, to come 
close to the walk, where they would be under the 
protection of the gups* 

At tills crisis, Mr. Wbite and the inhabitant^ 
of the town werie ignorant as to the strength tit 
the Ashantee forces, and had but an imperfect ideH 
of the bravery and intrepidity of the men who 
composed the kmg's army« It was supposed 4;hat 
the Ashantees partook of the dispositions of tiiie 
natives oa the coast, who in general cannot stand 
againBt a tegular and deteitnined fire, and often 
creep into some concealed hole, when cannon or 
musket i4k>t are heard to whiz among them ; oi^ 
if the Ashantees were. superior, it was little ima*^ 
gifted that their courage, or ardour for conquest| 
would carry them to the very muaszles of the 
^gmis, and ccMequenily expose them to inevital^^ 
liestraction* 

About a we^ had elapsed, and no news from 
the king ; which was no favourable indication of 
pacific measures. The commander of the divi« 
sion at Cormantine, and who proved to be the 
kmg of Dmkara, sent forward a party to ascer* 
tU^ the strength, of the towti of Annaftiaboe, m 

I. 2 
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sMMDdM in gtaaimg poiMMon of m ynUmgt eitt« 
ei Agtk^ fitai^iBd «pMt « point df lud aboitiNril 
nile Mihvttid itwi Aonaafiaboe ; whaioe exvf 
no^MMot of die AnofttnabMs wm dnt side coidd 
beefasMirred. Thk was isMtiderod (ui anaoyettee j 
and «a tbe 14tli of Jlme^ a stroi^ body (indeed 
aliaost the whole of the toWns*feof k) maxdbed 
••t finr the porpose of dislodgti^ dbe AshanteeSk 
The action was clearly seen from die fort. The 
inmmahoes were received in the most |f aUant 
and spirited manner hy nearly a tlnrd of their 
iMMe $ and for some time the contest was ileid4* 
M* The jyjianteeB fired with mei!e regntarity 
than Muld haTo been expected^ a*d their muskets 
were wdl directed: whereas^ the FaidMs ke|^ 
«p a eoa&sed fir^ without takii^ aim: Avf 
however sacceeded ; and the «4shantees retreated 
in esKcelleat ctfder^ ke^ag possession of pwt of 
the viUa|pe which lay concealed in a vailqr^ aod 
wImto die Annatnaboes did not think proptt to 
proceeds The iksnamaboes w we ^ther to0 ci^ 
ideot of their strong position^or tibionght too i»» 
ligiadfioantly of tfa^ oppon^its^ to attend to the 
advice given them by Mr. White : for while iks^ 
were amused by this mall party, thf king* with 
the maiu body^ was vigilant m secaring the dif^ 
ferent passes leading to the tow^t^ and was at this 
time only three miles to the rear of it. 

Early on the 15th^ those who were on tl^ loot:«» 
^t» oliwrved the vMiantee arqiy ia motion; ijm^ 
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atotm WMk given ; and evQiy BMW whow«taU« 
ta 98ir j!^ a iTO6k#t» fepnired to lo^et. tlie etkGca^. 
JU the to^m WM Mtuaitod $i the reur of theferf^ 
«Bd extended s0bm #itaiice hdaod^ iic^ praq^eol 
of l^e eeateiidiag parloes ewld be eb^M^: 
smoke wag cieeu to wm from difiereul parte of 
the rarroimdiiig cowatry^ aad heary dkdharget of 
vm^txj "were dybsdiaetly heard. Mmm nA 
tKnvfunon now preirailed throt^^hoirt the towa^ 
aad-thfTWonen, ohiUbron, a«iJl^iiMli nadi^tha 
bent of ^cjc way to the fert,, th« asea of whidh 
^j m>m^ SXkAi after whkhi, tlia gates wwa 
<^Q»e4. Tfai»yctteyBofiiiii8kc!feif;^were(ad!feai^^ 
^leiy ^i<t,. aad the^ Fanteea w^re letMalni^ m 
groat djwrdier : oae or two gveali gum w«o fimi 
O^ver the town, wiih a iriew to imfA Uxnot on liiA 
assailants ; bat they were too mnd^ ^atod in^ 
h^^^fof conquest,, and too Ksphiteto be sAight- 
ad : about deiren o'elod^, ^ wusl^aMMills vmm 
Iwwd t(^ whktle in emiy part of the £»rt, and tins 
^haii^^es entoved the town ia every jfeeotsoa^ 
piliiming the wnqaiAed In tite^ boafi^,^ whcira» ^ 
9l«l^ii]b» was great 

Thc^ Amiaiiiaboes ewceived^ that, with ik» aid 
ol Umik^ c^^ioeif «B^ their kuowledgie o| s^i^ 
moigk they»«boald be aUe tp* ea(m|ie} biit thi^ 
wwo^fnrrosd too^clasdisF by the iUhantoe% whdas 
6iiy »i i pi»wid t»be«^ mian^wow^ aad 

iahilidiisii wtMafti^wedby indiaGfimin«te d^iftma^ 
#sN» ]>«mg^ti«Mworh.of<<i(«» 
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was very actire with his small garrison to Ifeper 
the aanilants : a twrnity-foar-pounder, that point- 
ed along the beach to the westward, .several times 
disdbarged g^ape-shot among them, whereby vast 
mimbers must have fallen : a three-pounder like- 
wise, which flanked the gate on the ^ast side, was 
inquently fired wilh g^rape, notwithstanding iresh 
parties came on much quicker than they could be 
repelled : and at length they came -under the 
walls, for the purpose of carrying away the wo- 
men who could not be received into the fort. 
About this period, the governor was wounded in 
two places ; one ball struck his mouthy and car- 
ried away four of his teeth ; another ball passed 
dnoog^ the left arm: and nearly at the same 
time, an x^SBcer and two men were wounded, and 
one man killed. 

Thingg smmed now a more serious and dan- 
gerous aspect than was apprehended, and gave 
Ae garrison a strong assurance of the disposition 
of the enemy, who, it was evident, intended to 
bend his utmost efforts against the fort. Hie 
Ashantees were confident, that, by gaining pos- 
aeasion of it, a large booty would be obtained. 
However, the small number whidi compdsed the 
garrison of Annaniaboe at this period, consiirting 
of governor White, Messieurs Meredith, Swansy, 
Stnidi, and Baines ; idso Icmr free mulattoes and 
twenty men. Including soldiers, artlfici^, and 
laryaDts; weie confident of the severity of tfieiir 
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ffiliiatioii. The walls being high, and accural^ 
flatd^ed, and the grates sound and well baunieadof 
ed ; the govemcn*, from the nature of his wounds 
from gtetaA debility in consequence, of much effsk 
sion of blood, being constrained to retire, and tbe 
command of the fort haying devolved on the 
senior officer, who perceiving that the cannon in 
ope quarter could not be used with effect^ for thn 
enemy fbred with . such precision . as to cut oS 
every man who was exposed at an embfawce, de« 
pended solely on the mud^et ; and another man 
Having been killed about noon, and. two mora 
woqnded: — ^The garrison was now reduced to 
the small number of eighty including officers, who 
could be. depended upon, and the Ashantees wdr» 
using every effort to force the western gate; hot 
were twice repulsed with no small loss, A thM 
time they attempted it, and endeavoured to appljL 
fire to the gate; but the man who bfought tbe 
materials for that purpose, extia^mshed tfaa 
£st0 by falling a corpse upon it. . In aUjth^ia 
fttteqipts they were defeated with miis)i^etry akme^ 
and notwithstanding that th^r efforts to gain an 
entrance into the fort proved in^ectnal, the con' 
test was continued till six o'clock. After tins 
eepnfttion. a^d before total darkness came (m, th/s 
gpurrison used all posisible eqergy in repwjng inr 
jpiries, and preparing yfpr the defensiye, in. cas^ qf 
ies being renewi(d in the night. 
Qn the following df.^f a.sc^e rc^etewith the 
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•ad womdid anmod the wdh, and ibr- a aifle 
•loBf^tlie eaatern flhoMy towad abontrby a violent 
garf : .i l ie miof amroofi^d, and o1fcer» on fire >— ike 
mn^m kX o og nt eaaacat of ^ old men, vrh^ 
mmghtretage in thie Ibit) tiM moamftd lamanta* 
liana ^ tke wonara, and the pkiaUa cries of the 
ehttdMn^ prasented a pietareof exqiHste feetingv 
and 4xf the gnateak distarew ! Of Ihemunber the 
lapim eontainad, and which we wfll calcnlate to 
haive hean allaaat fiftem thowand acNila, we BAay 
anppoae thai two^tfnrda of thafc nwoibei' penabed. 
Vhe fort aff>ided leftige to ahoat two thowand of 
airevy.doKiffq^tion» and about two IwHidied aacap* 
ad la aaook aumnnded by thesea^ and at piatoU 
ikot from the beach, where thay Kmaiaad unme-- 
hrtad, and notwithatandiBg the vigiiance of the 
44>tntong, we maj nqppose that two op three 
thootand eieoted their escape. Withont going 
into fkrthw anqiiiry> we may Tentnre to state thait 
eight thonsand Fantaas were destroyed ; and al» 
t ha n g h thaj were attacked by at least three times 
Arirnnmbe^ yet if they wwe actoated by one» 
Ihifd ei tiiie bravery of their opponents, they 
WMdd haye eommitted seme execution, mid 
danhdesa woirid have checked that intrepidity 
nnd ardenr, whioh were so preeminently eo&r 
fpidieiis hi their enemy* Vheie resistance 
was very fedUe; tanrw schied' them ai Ae 
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aJ Ui l iBi fl» famhtf, tkat tfete sM fofmedbiA wtt 
iiidiiSBMiit INnrie^ t« tibeir prec^[)itate figkt. 

Wln^ tibe Apey irf die Askantoet agaiurt 1^ 
l^^lUBteei wan a litjA^ dinNjUsked^ lHa^j turned pavfe 
nf thab frpee agaiMl t^a fint ^tl| g^reat eoakma 
anineMiliitioii^ adaaaciag wijth idiaaiB axpMsiivo 
of their loyalty and o^urafe, iathe rei^ iswKafaai 
el die gaaa. Jkt the Bart sd^ of th^ fort, two 
Ifaree^poiUddeiay whaeh were well sewedy desteoy^ 
ed mmheia of ^k^m wHik ewvy discharge of 
gfaipe; bat 9$ the Wert sid?^ the canaoa ivhiok 
AudBedihe gete, oouldnot be rendered uaeiul, hi 
eonaeqiMace of advaati^ea the enemy peeiessedi 
afd whk^ "fjraiie not to he found oq the o{ipo«ite 
qoaiteffy whwe the nuuket alene waa to. he dat 
p»dediipe»: and we have Ifbe aiitharityof the 
l^entlemaa who commanded (aftev Mrv Whili 
^M|ft weanded) of statuig, tiiafe 1^ and ^nolAttf 
nSBiceat (Mr. Sweney) fired nearfy thMe hamdved 
MandB of biA^artridge in keeping the ^e chmi^ 
a|id ptotectiiig those who were midir the wdUli 
Ifv. Smsmey- was so injured w^ the reoott e£ Idy 
mxiakekf tfkat he^ could not use hia n^ arm ftr 
naane di^ys in^oat mndi pain, and the otlmt 
ailcep (Mrw Meredith) wa& nearly ia Ike uam 



. What Issa the Ash%nteee sostakiedr oaopoAihe 
preoisel^ laid down : the. Idng, |mor takli dipai&» 
Iwe from Annanakoe, eaid, he fert Ihaee Akm^ 
iaBd»»; but » thii nu«ker kaprokahfykk^ 
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clsded those who were carried off by diirtini: 
His men howe¥er suffered very sevnelj; for their, 
approech was made with such la^e Jbodias, tiiat 
twenty, thirty, or perhaps m<«e, fell with every 
disdiarge of g^pe-shot; and the muskd; not 
only killed bat Tery often wounded at the ssna 
time, so close were the enemy. 

At this period (the IGth of June,) the fort was 
in an awkward state, — completely blockaded on 
the land-side, and a very imperfect ccmmumica-. 
tion by sea, and only a few weeks provisions for 
the number it contained : add to which, the eflbh 
via from the dead bodies, which were approach- 
ing fost to a putrid state, excited very nneaay api» 
prehensions. These circumstances . demanded 
some extraordinary effort, which the garriscMit 
from its weakness, cduld not attempt. Every 
person, from great exertion, and constant expo« 
sure to a vertical sun on the 1^, and from soU^ 
ckude and want of rest, was much fat^^ued. 
Nevertheless, things wore a more promising ap- 
pearance; whenever plunder was attempted^ 
which now and then was the case, it met witiire* 
»tance. There was not, howewr, «ay deriie 
manifested by the Ashantees to renew hostilities, 
and eveiy motion indicated a wish for peace. 
The garriscm too was very desirous of such an 
event, but did not wish to be. the first to yield, or 
to <^er any terms without orders from the chieft 
govi^mor. The king, fr<»n his late suopMMs, had 
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a'iiigli c^infon of his power and &e bravery of 
liit army. On the other hand^ the small garrison, 
notwithstanding its reduced state, had no mean 
opinion of itself, and wished to confirm in his 
majesty an idea of the superior skill of Europeans. 
'The governor at Cape Coast was apprised 
of the state of affiiirs at Annamaboe, . and 
lost no time in sending assistance. Two ships 
were provided for the purpose, which sailed from 
the Cape on the morning of the 16th : but, from 
unavoidable circumstances, the re-inforcementthe 
ships brought, could not be landed before four 
o'clock in the afternoon. This re-infbrcement 
consisted of twelve men and four officers; and 
thieir arrival in the fort afforded much satisfaction. 
This party was landed under cover of the smoke 
of some heavy guns, and was not fired at ; but 
the canoe, on returning, was fired upon, and one 
man wounded. It was the governor's order, that 
a flag of truce should be s^t to the king, to en-^ 
deavour to bring about an amicable understand* 
ing. A white flag was accordingly low^ed over 
the wall, accompanied witb the national colours ; 
and when the emblem of peace was observed, it 
is impossible to express sufiSciently the joy iknt 
diffused itself among the people : the multitude 
which crowded^around the flags, was inconceiva* 
bly great, and it was with difficulty that the king's 
officers* who were known by golden swords 
and axes, could clear the way leading to 
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qMVtam: Ihe air tmomii/od ^b >eiJhi>»iHttii >fc 
pmisaaf tbttr ldll9^•dl eiqpMQ^ 
fMfeion at 1ii» proipoct» oS pMM* 

And htie we eannoA ferbear raoMrksagw Ihaik 
aMKMigh die Askao^Ms are se remote ftempaKifci/ 
ed er ciicilized natioQSi tiiey seem not to 1^ miac- 
<|«ainted wMi tbe curtoms o£ a dvUiased peopld#. 
as they are connected with the rvdes of war: for 
they paid e\rery respe<^ to the 4ftg o£ ^piip%; % 
few iiideed of them were laaJiiqigi t«^eMk thb 
reek on wUda weret a nnnd^ol Wmimf^i tliA' 
Aey weH ^Rdenrtood 4^o ttgM& of roem^^ whw% 
mndtot ottwo wi^ie fired over tb^ir lnea^. Th« 
flag" of ^*ttce returned aj^omt m¥^» o^qloi^ wi^ 
thffeeisMseagorfrfronittdhekiag; aiidtbey,upiiOrd#i^ 
IftjiM^fy^e k«9 (mt hvs proceodiBgisi^agQw^t tk<^ 
Fwt^i«9 (^tered into a lo9g detail <^ th$ oi%M 
eif the! W8ff> whidh we have hee^ att;ei«ptsD^ t|[| 
dMertbo. Tho kin^ vfm pleased thaii the fla^ o| 
tawe was Hfio^f and ^:${>r^»ed bii» satisfaetieii, h$ 
gwruag^ dl0 two. fi(cldie]?9: who w^re thehewwiQC 
kaifkcAiMp. Afti^a€ton£fiv^ooihi9t.eQf|tiDm4 
bejimwi two ho«m^ the mo8a9i(g^s^di^|pwtf)4 

A omumiamtm we^ tli^As,estahli^k^ wiA^thii 
king and bi^ aimy ; but it was^ con/iid^red pniv 
dent to ke^ the grates lilosed. uatjil a perfect nn% 
derstandingwas^offe^ed^ Itafi^eaflediiboweii^ 
tii«t Hm cmiA^ not be. ^no, wililiQiit aj»e^30f 
%fNiiK^n iJm; ehief go^ei^or ajidthe king* T<bai^ 
Minfiiisbf tbiif, Afr. Meroditk twed. to peqiiwdQthd 
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klbg4:0^toCi^€oafi&t} tAit in liiiB ke was 4i8» 
ap|ioihted: be iiowcT^t gaiiied Ms majmty's ^emK 
s^nt to MRd some of liis coBfidentml a&d chief 
|Ma» |o wiiit ufMMi the fofeniotr, and to heur his 
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It willy we doubt not, foe g^tifyk^ to die 
riBftdery if we ha^e subjom the eorr€iipe«»- 
^aam hdtween Mr* Mereditihi awd Mr. IWitaic^ 
the gofAmor^ia^'chief, on lim o^casioiiv 

Sir; 
Mr. White direets rkk to acknowledge the re- 
ceipt of your letter to the governor of Elmina. 
The state Mr. White i^ in^ being much 
weakened with loss of blood and other causes, 
prevented him paying that attention to your letters 
which they demanded ; and my duty was such, 
that I could not iq>are a moment to write yott 
ftdljr; I' had a cot^enee with three of the king's 
messengers last night ; and at this initent there 
•re two dMA with his mi^iesty : when they retilnii 
you Aall be aoqiiainted with the result. I hftft 
alravly mentbned to the kiag^ that Cheboi 
woukl be given mp j and if it was agteieabli ftf 
hni to send hie oane^ attd o&e or two cf 1» l^dtiU 
Im^ded swordiBy I wp^ld engage theijr serarfty if 
foiBg to Cape Coitst with them. Tbt meMafl 
te^ive4 fi^tn the kilig was of a faToaridi^ fmst- 
^m^i attd I tirost he Will pw oeive the iikpildwi^ 
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cy of pattmg an end to tiuui rangninary war. Be 
aMured, we are all so employed on various dttties* 
h debars me more particularly of gliding yon 
a further detail of our proceedings. But I trust, 
by a messenger this evening, to relate fiilly every 
circumstance attending this very severe contest* 
The party were landed in safety, vie. twelve pri- 
vates, one cwporal, with Messrs. Bold, Galloway, 
and Woolbert. Both diips will remain hmre ud« 
til to-morrow. I am well pleased with the attri- 
tion and assistance afforded us by Captain Coley. 

I am, &c. 

Henry Mbkedith. 

Colonel Torranef 

Chwemor^in^hief, 
!fc. 8fc. Sfc. 

Cape- Coast Castle. 



Annamahoe Fort, June l7^ 1807. 
S»; 
I wrote you this morning, aduiowledgiBg ^ 
receipt of your letters, and, s^eeably to my in- 
tentions then, I take the liberty of stating more 
particularly the occurrences in this garrison oa 
the. 15th and subsequent to it. I beg leave to re^ 
liiind you,, that we wei^ {M^pared for any attack 
that a]%ht be made upon us, by any body of m^ 
INKsopustcmied to the shodc of artilieiy ; and I 
l^^ve Mr. White assured yodi of the confidwoe 
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he jheed. m . dw oflSeers and men under bis com- 
Band, aiid erety sonl was animated with a desi.^ 
to do, his duty^ * 

[Her€ ibUoWs a description of the battle as foe^ 
lore niated.] 

The re^inforcement you was pleased to send, 
fot on fihore without any opposition about four 
o'clock P. M. ; and I assure you, we were very 
^ad to receive them, as, from the severe duty we 
had undergone the preceding day, we were much 
cut up by fatigue. About six P. M. the flag of 
truce, with a corporal and private from the de- 
tachment you sent, were conveyed to the king : 
and as they proceeded, they were warmly greet- 
ed by the Ashantees. The message the king re» 
turned, was modest : he said, it was not his inten- 
tion to commence hostilities with the fort, nor to 
distress any of the Whites; his enemies were the 
Assins and Fantees ; and he now conceived his 
anger against them pretty well assuaged. This 
morning (17th), accor^ng to agreement, his 
messengers came^ and said, that the king wrished 
to i9ee the same person that convey^ the flag of 
tmee, that they migbt hear from his own lips^ 
wliat'hehad t6 delivet^. AccoMingly, I sent 
tbem With'Dutton, a man* of quick understand^ 
afigr to heal- niore partictdarly the sentiments of 
hii tnAJesty. After remaining some time hearing 
m^ opinion of his counsellors, they returned^ 
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ud after «onie pi^KuHnaiy 4m0<Mum» 4lif|r ifi* 
fermed me thftl; the kisg liikl deputed eix *f Iw 
pnncipal men, with six deputed h^ the Aaeh of 
poww m hift train, t6 refdit to Ci(^ Coftit to 
hear what you have to say, ahd to nigoCiefee« lA 
coimie of their communieatioB^ the Idng depidied 
the nwaber of liyes that were iMt in eeteequeBce 
of the fire irom the fort. 

Am the memetag&n mean to rqpair to Ca^ 
Coast, I wiU forbear luting every poMifttfai^ 
The king seemed to say that he most hate those 
who sought proteetion m the fwt: tiris he only 
Unted at, and probdbfy the eune may be hinted 
to you ; but in giving tbrad op^ we ought to be 
assured of their being Qsed kindly^ I sold a tt^ 
noe with this, and have agreed with the nlessen^ 
gersy that you wiU send cano^, and a guard for 
their protection, Mr. White's travelUi^ eendo 
is in good order; therefwe be pleased to send 
dleven canoe-men far her. This eaooe; with 
three more from the Cape, will, in my o|^nion» 
be faUy sufficient to convey the wh(4e twelve 
messengers with their guard. The milnber of 
persons here arereducing ourprovittoos vjsry Am*( 
and if not removed soon, some of thsm wSl be 
most likely starved, or will be the eenae of seine 
•erious OM^My : the sooner we are nd c^ then 
the better. But if you can gain their prii«' 
lection, it will be a humn^ act.^ l|lr« WhiM^ 
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9^!j^ }^r: l^ttec^ pi yesterday's* ^^Xe I hs^¥^ 
T^YQ^ : th^ \sk^^x bfMi.giv^n me particujUf fo^ 
ijfd^^tm^f npt ofily 9^ it affords ev^ry pccMtpedf 
t)iat ^v?'vi5?u-,wijl t)e teraiiiiatefl, bat ^^ 9a it 
W»oyf» g^^fit anxiety frooi my min4 r^pacttof 
t}|p 4^ flf Mr* Whiti^'s wquncjs. The awuf anoftl 
yfiu niKff Tgiy^ m^$ thiit he is in a fair w«y ^f il«? 
9W«ry* 9^r0 higWy gratifykig^ I dispatdi fApy^t^ 
c^m^iV^m for J^lr. White'*, ^^laoe; .9n4 I ab0 
8^ tbs^ Otbeir ^aoQ^* I tru9t> the king viU 
appoint {bisons ^ pf snfliaent con$^<|tteiipft to m> 
gf^tiate with |i}0 : I hav^ an earnest wish to siM 
ti|e l^ng : iqaink^ this di^ire known to him \ teU 
hitp I thi^k it may essepti^Uy lead io the aiv 
]?;aij|feiDent of wfl^rs of much impottsax^.^ that I 
have greiatty to deplore with him this ifaf.;-^4lmt 
«ilthoiigfa tibiise iSTents eannot always, ha gtbrdid 
4gf|in9t, tliegf nay teren ultimateiy bring fhtiini 
gMlA.ctqpw^eiifie$:i 4UQ^ I think nmchde** 

{(^ili§ OB oar xaeetin^. Assuhs the king/ that 
^gtftintlyLtandipg the steps I ^liva taken tti giyf 
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protection to the Fantees, I have ever held him 
in the highest respect, from the many reports I 
have heard of him ; and that, had I seen* any 
memmger ftom him antecedent to his attack on 
Annamaboct I am of opinion we should have 
avoided the blow in that quarter. The king I 
understand to be a man of strong mind : it will 
naturally suggest itself to him, that a meeting 
between us may be of vast importance to the 
fonntry. As^sure him, I liave too high a consi* 
deration for my own character, as well as his con« 
sequence, to suffer the smallest indignity to be 
offei^ to him : that if he will come to the castle, 
I shall be proud to shew him every honour ; and 
ihat I iiirill give every possible security for his 
personal safety. I have apartments ready for 
him, and officer^^^hall be sent to attend him here. 
On recdpt of this, send your accustomed mes* 
senger to the king, saying, that you have a letter 
from me, and ihnt an officer will wait personally 
on him to explain the contents. This officer with 
this letter in his h^nd, you will send (say Mr. F. 
L» Swanzy) as early as you shall receive the 
king*6 reply. I know not whether you have a 
good flag for the occasion ; I therefore send one. 
Mr. F. lu Swanzy will have two flag^bearers ; 
oneiWit^a white flag, the other carrying the nni« 
<m>; and he will be very particular in e^q^aiftiiig 
^jery. port of thtsr letter, and do hit wUnost t# 
fcq|uade;^he. king.^to visit the Gape. H# miljf 
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nlflo addy that a ship can be procored, if he (the 
king) prefer doming that way; and that an 
officer of difltinction shall be sent to accompany 
. him. In a fewwords, Mr. F. L. Svrani^ will do 
his utmost to persuade the king to f isit the castle^ 
An officer should come here, with the guard yxm 
•end to protect the messengers. You must let 
me know, of what consequence the messengers 
are, that I may treat them accordingly ; imd th» 
it will be advisable to acquaint me of before 
their arrival. 

I am. Set. 
(Signed) Georos TqpBJ^Jsm. 

To Henry Meredith^ Esq. 

Although thes^ men proceeded to the Cape, it 
was found that nothing importaint could be trans** 
acted without an interview with the king ; and 
for this purpose Colonel Torrane was obliged to 
go to Annamaboe, and a day was fixed for a cob<* 
farence. To g^ve as favourable and as r^pectable 
an opinion as possible of the British^ a mimber 
of articles as presents were sent to the king ; and 
as many officers and soldiers as the service could 
afford, were assembled to attend the governor irn^ 
the day appointed : but previous to thoie prcpa^ 
rations, and a few days after the flag of truce wit 
Mceived by the king ; Cheboo (one of the meft 
who was the cause of the war) was seeuyred tij 
Ike govenior at Cape Coast, Md 9mt to jLgm9c 

u 9* 
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iBaOkHf, to lie itiitetei uqp to tU« kihg, id expedi» 
isttioo ihai ftAy fArthe^ efl^on of blood wovdd M 
pte^ehtbA, and thM it Would bo tbo m^ns of saV-^ 
k% tN6 Fiint«es frodi l^Mire doslrttciioii; Thes^ 
benevbletit purpdsiSd Werd not reali^ : the kiBg* 
fitid t)r6ce^ded sb far iti the war, tUat he t;o«IA 
ffdt recidb withotit^ti^leasing thoi^ auxfliarieo 
lie had #)th hthf^ cttid who f^xpected a Tagk^deiA 
df plunder ; arid besides; Apoutaj and Acoom 
#ep^-a^n in ftrins, and ^oliectihgf all ih^ Fam 
tees they could to oppose the king^s pfo groMi , Oh 
the day appointed for the interview, the governor 
Hnd^i^^lf <^^^ put in motioa; aild although 
the procession was not rery nqineroas, it wap ar^ 
ranged with taste, and made no despicable ap- 
^e^i^e: About twmity of the ^itrApnn^^if sit^ 
ttficef^y habited in a neat malittetv ttihrdh^d 'ia 
^^t; ^ ^ g^idrd of forty men, and aHbaildi»f mn^ 
f^-fbtfo'^bd them; next walkdd tire gorehiori 
tbH%#6;d by ten officeri^^ two iiml two j mJA Mme 
|^^H!tem'ett'*«rtt4em {^fao were enticed from ^iH 
"^kpe %y ciik^i(k4ty ), bi-oUgbt bplfae rear. When 
kSt ptSii^klk hitd f ot ia iste>ff distafixeev it Wais: aiM 
k^ k^ptftitipkl mati^, who wu$ mat by %be icmg to 
«ddd1iet llhi ^hSfbmKif, and to^eep off tke.tnaK^ 
tINfe; W<iif^ m^an aissevibfin^ ib gfne«t numbers^ 
¥!tbk ^i Vhom had ri^vet fiben ^ Wlate mte: 
ffWWitUsto^diwg Ifae'auikority olftysr|)kiboniaad 
We^'eMrfik>M of {hk irtt^ndants, the euriosi^lof 
-M^l^'^ws^^M gitoat, >tb«t '^vta*y Moamt wit 
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«f air, aogOMQted th^ Qfttn^al jh^at-.q^ ^ dfiyj 
and this iacciiyeoieoqe ifi^^p iai^her JLiici^aed !^£ 
tlm putrid smell froopi the 4efid ^bodies, fiad i^^t 
yasl; swacmiof :i^ie9. The ff^emor #fa9 objig^ 
to tViAit .each aiia}i af rank^ t^fore he ^qu^ he re* 
eekedhy the king.; a ceremQuy ^at <^#i^d iie^ 
he prudently deiciied, <aiid icidiieh pixnipied 9om^ 
time: :for tibose menffaad their siSTjoraL eowtis, .a|i4 
ooU^ctiTely Had- iNTined aa exte^sivfe icir<^)er 
fi^sery one «of tbecu M^as seated, under a huge 
umbrella^ smrrounded hy .attendants i^nd guards^' 
witli young persons employed. in faniungvthe airi 
ind dispersing the:£ies which were numerous^and 
troublesome. One. of those men addhis^a^aiJtt 
ants ^occited some curiosity and attention : \m 
dress. and appearance were . so. difierent £rom4hn$!fi 
of )the others, that it evidently piTaved, he^mu^ 
J»i;re oamefrom countries situated a coasiderdhia 
distance inland. rHe waa a . tall, . athletic;, and 
iiatlier>aorpuleiitman, of a complexion resembling 
an 'Ax^ . or ^m ^JBgy ptiani ^His dress .was beajv^ 
and hy po«dQ»eans ^adapted ito the eUmate.. :^l3h 
pwe^a cap.that came dowp^J^lQWibia^e^rsj .a&d^ 
beit^iinadei&f jwllbw tlbtfa,it did.not joon^rilnitf 
to diminish hisitaivny c«xKipio(s:ioa) He. was , a 
^oUomer of ttke>Moliamniedan:i!eligiany poasesii^ 
ttneh .gmvity ; but - was* c^ounui^icatiite, .co«Kie^ 
«caiidi»g^.and agoasablei 1^ , had ahmt hint 4t 
I^Boat vmeifsx ^ ^sentenoes .fsam.'fthe MkMtx^^ 
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which were carefbUy incased in gold Imd tilvei^ 
iad upon which he set a high value. He was a 
native of Kasnna, a conntiy that appears to be 
ritnated to the ftouth of East from Tombncjtoti. 
He said, he had been at Tunis, and at Mecca ; 
had seen many White men and ships ; and de- 
scribed the method of travelling over the great 
desert. This person commanded a body of men, 
who fought with arrows, as well as mudcets: 
four of the arrows were found in the fort ; they 
were Aort and pointed with barbed iron. He 
had msiny persons in his train, who were of the 
fame colour, but varied a little as to dress : they 
were all habited in the Turkish manner, but did . 
not wear turbans. After the ceremony of visit- 
ing those persons was over, the governor was con- 
ducted towards the king, who was surrounded by 
a number of attendants, whose appearance bore 
.evident signs of riches and authority : chains;' 
stools, axes, swords, flutes, messKatge-canes, &c; 
were either of solid gold, or richly adorned with 
diat metal : those dazzling appearances, added to 
damask, taflety, and oth^ rich dresses, gave a 
splendour to the scene, highly interesting. When 
the governor approached the king, and when an 
interchange of compliments had passed, the air 
resounded with the noise cf musical instram^fits, 
such a^ drums, horns, and flutes, After some 
iponvers(|tionj during which fnuph politeness was 
pbsefyed in the behaviour of the king, the gover- 
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aor wished this ceremonial vii^t to be returned i 
which was agreed to^ and a convenient place was 
found to receive the king* and his train. The go« 
vemor, his officers, and attendants^ were formed 
in a half-circle, and seated under the shade of 
some trees ; and a passage of sufficient breadth 
was formed by the soldiers for the king and his 
attendants to pass through. It was fiill two hours 
before his majesty was announced, so nuinerous 
was his train. Each man of rank, as he advan- 
cedy paid the necessary compliments agreeably to 
the custom of his country, and then filed off. It 
was previously directed, that the king should be 
received with arms presented and the grenadiers 
inarch when passing the soldiers. This mark ol' 
distinction and respect appeared to give him much 
satisfaction : he halted to observe the orderly t)eT 
haviour smd uniform appearance of the soldiers ; 
and the martial air that was playing, seemed to 
produce the most agreeable sensations on his mind« 
The writer had an opportunity of seeing this man. 
He was of the middle size, well formed, and per* 
fectly black, with regular features and an open 
and pleasing countenance. His manner indicated 
understanding and was adorned with gracefulness; 
and in all respects he exceeded the expectations, 
of every person. His dress was plain : it con-* 
nisted of a piece of silk wrapt loosely about him ; 
a ii|rreath of green silk ornamented his head : his 
sandals were neatly m^df^ and curiously studded 
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miitk gitAA. tife Was ii6t disftingruiih^a by aiiy 
)go\d crtMietitSf ks his attiendants Vere. Oti6 
fbflh'wfao wais dressed ih a ^ofesqiie thtcntiery ^nd 
Who kppea^^d to act tfa^ 'bttfibot!, "wtks, literally, 
Ibaded 'With gdid. 

As 'l!hi6 wtts W visit '<yf cyeeaftv/y, tto btisin^ of 
c5oh^queniife wdCS trslnsacft^. ¥he'klhg^ politely 
feiiqui^ed dftarMr. Kvhite,'ana'e5c:pftes'eduhiDip'B 
thiit fife i^dttld KOOti "he ^ell df liis wounds. "Be 
skid 'he tebdld liibVe from Atitiattittbde soon. ^ his 
)iji% f^ iH 'effects from the "miter, and frdm ih6 
^ad'bbttfes. After this visit, iivery confidence 
iirtis'phice^lti'^lfe kitig atld )iis army; and asihe 
^tes Verie hd w ' opened, a ^free admittance ivsts 
iiShdwed : VitrioUs conferetices of ia favoiirable na- 
iiiiffeVej^e carrfed on'betti^efeti both parties; biit 
peace Vitb the Pantees iirsts considered impracti- 
cabfe. Ap^utky hade^caped theking'^Vigilance } 
tod Ac66m>d^ mt ""the head of ti strong party, 
arid ^afdhlng towards Amiansaboe to give the 
k% ^d^. ^Ke 'king 'aissnred 'the governor, 
€t^ ^ftferlieli^d ka>aried1i?s^^(^ttires to leewaitf, 
fie *'otild V^ltirh^t6 Atin^m'abde* iBr'the ptitp6se of 
tftuikibjf ari^aiigements r^MiVe fd^etorire weT- 
fk^e'of'^e dtfuritry/aAa flie rie^tiktibtls df 'trade. 

It V)is Vgi-eed,llbat fliose n&gSdttg uhder Brrtish 
ftlHSf ^rd^ii^d liiey 6b^e^ed^ niihtraBlly,'jaiduia 
ft6t' be'tholestfed ; 'iLtid\hiteveiYr^i^tk('sltidW\ie 
jpUid to flie firiti^h flag. THe -^enttVllkfeWisfe 
jj'r^iAll^ed.the^rd^ ' «tftthd$e' whb'scfuglir t^ 

} 



in Ilie^Cori, laMbmi^h the king xHxitested tisiril^ht 
I0 dhein^ fdr 'thb reason, tkat ^as lie destroyed the 
t&i^n, be blid a cMm to every pearsooa, and ^ 
Qfv^ry -tkkig beiod^mg lo it. *0n report ^of Acoma 
being iti apieiis and ^saaking (preparations to attack 
Hke AAsaake^, thfe 'king ordered his army to cdi^, 
ieotabdwarch to iseet him. Two days sub&e- 
Ifuinft^o the kifig's depaittare (3d July), Acooiu'b 
l^arty mA the advanced gtard of the Ashantee*s 
4^t'; >ab»ttte^as the cotiseqcienoe, ^K^hi^h ended 
M tbe <tefmt'of 'Aeooniy who witfa4iis perrty would 
4iBtve'be6ticyrt<iff, if a.rii^rthat was iii their reso- 
had ^not ftiyoi«red thdir fliglit; the fordable parts 
iot which were known 'to 'thetti^ but niot to Ihe 
iAjshmitees. After^thrs defeat, tibe king's enemies 
^ared tiot «liew tk(^iiis6hr0s ^in the field 'in any 
-fol^e : ihey however isu{^rted a^ind^of preda- 
-toty'war&re, and v^Pe sometimes siiceessfal in 
-eatting off small foraging parties. As the 
'Ashaiitees proceeded <to ^leeward, desolittion ^8K>- 
*4;ottipanied 'them ; ^ahiMst ev^ryHown and* village 
Weare kuidin miits; %ut disease^ wliich got^motrg 
•diem ^t Amia^/adboe^ and wbi^h spread rapidly, 
-earned off vQu»t fiumbers. ^hiis unexpected 
'eiJa^ity'Stk^rcd ihe king's intentiotis : be'coulH 
'im€ i^ttirn to Amiamaboe ^ witbont risking thel l^is 
6T his ^bKiie^rttiy ; prodence therefore direefeed 
^ififti to "fflice towards -his -kingdom, jesting At 
^AdWki'a iRE^eient force to dispose of ^prisotoers, 
>ffiidHo' toax^y ihf^ in Mf^ty to Ailhantee. 
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Cbeboo and Apoutay, who appeared insepara* 
bk friends at the commencement of this war^^aad 
throngbont it, fled to Cape Coast with about five 
hundred followers, as soon as tbey perceived the 
Aiibantees approaching towards Annamaboe, on. 
die 15th of June. The Cape Coast people wore 
willing to afford them protection and assistance : 
but when the governor heard how things were at 
Annamaboe, he warned them of the danger^ and 
advised them to be neutral. When an account 
arrived at Cape Coast of the desperate attack 
made on Annamaboe fort, the governor came to 
the resolution of securing, if possible, both these 
men, and delivering them up to the king, as the 
most probable means of not only putting an end 
to the war, but of securing the king's friendship. 
A party was accordingly selected for that pur- 
pose ; but Apoutay, after a warm contest, where<- 
in some were killed on both sides, effected his es- 
cape. Cheboo was not so fortunate ; he was se« 
cured and sent , to the kmg, as we have already 
mentioned : his followers too made a precipitate 
flight, leaving behind them some bulky articles, 
among which were the whole of Cheboo's rega- 
lia, which were carefully lodged for the king^: 
and it had the effect on his disposition that was 
intended ; it gave a favourable opini<Hi of the 
British, and assured him of the governor's friend- 
ship ; and at the saitie time it abated the desire ^e 
encouraged, to be revenged for the loss biii army 
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hkd M^iMd oil the 15th« Foi^ lie concerted a 
design to attempt the fort by storm^ and Wedhes* 
day the 17th was the day appointed for this en« 
terprise. The plan was not badly arranged, and 
was to be conducted in the following manner. 
Sht thousand men were to be selected ; half of 
diem destined not only to monnt the walls, but to 
apply a quantity of gnnpowder under them ; the 
explosion from which was expected to shake the 
'^rt very much, and likewise to create such a cg^<* 
Ihsion within as to cause the garrison to be off its 
guard : the other half were to keep up a con« 
tinned firing. The plan was averted by the pru* 
dent policy of the chief governor, not only by his 
securing Cheboo, but by his alacrity in demand* 
ing a truce, whareby the king^s resentment was 
coded, and his inclinations diverted towards pa» 
dfic measures. 

No sooner had the king and his forces &ced 
homewards, than Acoom and his party again todc 
the fidd, ai^ were joined by others, which in 
the course of a short time increased to a formida* 
ble body. He was successful in cutting off strag- 
gling parties of the Ashantees, who, being allur* 
ed by plunder, delayed to join the main army. 
After ikaSf Acoom was considered a commander- 
ef no small merit. It was industriously spread 
dbroad, that he compelled the Ashantees to re- 
treat, and that even the king was in danger of 
being taken by him. 



lender in danger, Mid uibenilbfy'jbi^iieQcnm^ ft 
little Ifom tibe effects ^f the ww, As^j formffl 
plans of revenge <>n ikbose ¥^ho were neutral, ^ 
who in the ileast assisted ifce Asbantees ags^ns^ 
them. Being oow reduced to a state of ;|)a!ifev(y^, 
they wete willing -to embraoe any means, wber«i:« 
by their condition would be am^fidod, or ft fAao/* 
sible preteadt for plunder would /be enconraged.} 
and war offered them the most faTOUi*able m^sm 
of carrying on iiieir designs. War was aocord? 
ingly declared against the inhabitants df Bhniiiii 
and Accra. 

(From motives of policy, the Fantees did .not 
think it prudent to declare openly agqiinst ithe 
Cape Coast people, who w^^ perfectly acquaint^ 
ed with their 'intentions, and voluntafilgricamelfor* 
ward with a sum of money, and ofleredt their as* 
sistimce in the krtended ^ expedition ^igatnst 'Ithe 
Shninas. Intbisstate'Werextifairs in 1809. 
' Although the inhdbitants^ of 'Sbniaa. ami Aceita 
wereeelleetiiMgly aceused/of giyhag atway iFantees 
who sought jfor 'Suceour affioi^ tfaam, cyet the 
'Fantees' were paipiicularly < enraged -agaiqst ttmo 
4ndivid«id4s'of< those (towns; one of wiMim/(i\ftf. 
'Kaiser,' e« fnttlattoe) ' mus *&cens03L*o( ieneonragii^ 
Ihei^h^ntees^tO'Comre'to the wattV4side,'Andisu|>- 
^lying ijiem ^^^ith iarms 4^ JominiiiittiQn ; iJie 
^ther (Mr. ^Sdckey, ^a resp^etdbleBlack^man^vt 
Accra) was accused of making ffrae'jpith^|^Q|fl 
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lodgediin his eaore, alkl dkipo»ng df some Vnvt^ 
tees who were under his protection. ReqpectiD^ 
the g^ilt or timdeeiice of these persons^ we shall 
i0th^t eatermg into any enquiry : we may^ how* 
ever, remark^ that the people of Elmina, Accra, 
s|pd eVen df Cape Coast, very probably parttcU 
P^ted in thdt kind of spoliation^ to which a van* 
<}uished people are exposed or liable, by g^reedy 
and avaricious observers : but the Fantees cono^ 
diered it impolitic (as is above related) to co>me to 
an op^n rupture with the inhabitants of Cape 
Coast; and they, expected that those two men 
wpuld readily come forward with large sums to 
prevent ibeir respective towns and families being 
involvedin war« N^er would not listen to any 
^oopofiitson of that nature ; but Sackey very im-« 
piHddently [advanced, at diffisrent paymenis, nn 
Ifias &;siiin than three hundred and twenty ouncea 
twelve eickies, equal to one thousand two hundred 
and eighty three pounds .of the currency of this 
couMry^.witkwhkh he; expected the Accra peo^ 
pleAvould pAi:cha3e'a peace: but larger sums 
W9n def]&anded;. and Siickey at Iragth sawing 
inror, and withheld his liberaiity;. 

.11b# Faotee fdmfe wBte oow divided into two 
bodies ; one of them was joined by a strong par*^ 
ty of Warsawb, and proceeded against JBlmina; 
^.^tjbot agaiiiBt Accra^ fiimiiia was blo(^«aded 
fpr be^ldy ^is: montfas ; and after nmny ineffectual 
MMtapti to titka th^tewn, the Fa»i«Ms4BUMl Wtf^ 
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Mwft ratted the blockade, and retired to tbeir re* 
qpecttve homes^ in May, 1810. 

The party which was destined to go against 
Accra, advanced towards that town in Mardi^ 
1810; bat meeting with a vigrorous resistance, 
they retreated with precipitation, after losing 
abont one hnndred men. The Fantees handng 
tfaos failed against both those places, did not 
deem it prudent to renew the attack immediate* 
ly ; and an unexpected change, oniavoarable to- 
die Fantees, soon followed, which will give ii» 
occasion again to introdnoe the Ashanti^es. 

The king of Ashantee^ h^^ng by a message 
stet to hmi by the governor of Elmina, how^ 
tronUesome the Fantees were to their neighs 
iMHirs; and knowing that the preservation o^ 
Accra, was of importance to him, being the Cfoiy 
maritime state his subjects could trade to without 
interruption ; was determined to give them as- 
sistance. He accordingly levied two armies for 
this purpose ; one of them to proceed to the Fan-^ 
tee country, the other to Accra,. The army that 
proceeded against the Fantees,. and which eon* 
fisted of only about four thoveand men, routoA 
them tn every engagemeii^* This body of Ashan-*^ 
tees made their appearance « on^ the coaist On th# 
1st of March, 1811 ; but they did not long r^ 
main here ; for, having sillied Asmsdht^milit 
tibe* different articles they w^e m wMsA &f^ iA^^ 
it^unied..with their priaonera ai^ ilooty; TlW 
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•army w)iich was marching towards Accra^ met 
with an unexpected and serere check from the 
kingf of Aquapim, through whose country it had 
to pass in order to get to Accra. This man^ it 
appears, was with the king of Ashantee in his 
first expedition ; and not being rewarded, per« 
haps, in proportion to his wishes or expectations, 
took advantage of this occasion to be revenged. 
He watched an opportunity when the Ashantees 
were dispersed in sniall bodies, and surprized and 
destroyed numbers of them, before they could 
escape or collect for their defence. 

This man, thus shaking off his allegiance, and 
becoming a formidable enemy, obliged the king 
of Ashantefs to levy a strong force : twenty-five 
thousand were soon in arms under the command 
ef Apakoo, the king^s captain-general ; and pro* 
oeeded to be revenged upon Quaw, the king of 
Aquapim 3 who, like all others of the king's ene« 
fiiies, fled when he heard of this formidable force 
coming against him. He directed his route to- 
wards Crobo^ a country eastward from Aquapim; 
but was soon followed by Apakoo at the head of 
twenty thousand men ; having left five thousand 
to watch Quaw in case he should return to his 
country. When the Ashantee general got to the 
Crobo country, he heard that Quaw had fled to 
Addah : and he hastened in pursuit of him. Bat 
when be got to Addah, he wa3 much disappoint^ 
«d in not fiadiAg his enemy. jQuaw^ by ^orot 
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kitdlige^My diligently watcbe4 thc^nv^yeDo^i^o^ 
ihe Ashantee^; ai^l b^for^ thf )( got to A4dah, he 
wa3 ^1 his r^tura b; a private roi^te inland. 

Apakoo, 10 con8eqiiem>e of tlxisunsuGc^^ful ai)4 
long marchy was much enrage^y v^ committed 
depredatioas against the ii^habitaa^ of Addah 
and Crobo, who, he sn^pectedi had favoured thfi 
flight of his enemy. : and when h^ turned his back, 
the king of Crobo deolsgr^d him^If against th^ 
Asbantees. Apakoo being in this nianner divert^ 
ed fi'oiu his desigps agaipst the Fantees^ got Mr, 
Flindt, the governor of the ^Danish fort at Addah, 
into his possession, and had him conveyed iidipd* 

While these transactions were pasi^ing \n thi# 
quarter^ the Fantees were a,|^ain suddenly aw^rc 
kened by an unexpected i^v^t \n th^ir fi|¥pur t^^ 
the king of Akimi who wa^ in aUianoe with, 9$ 
tributary to the king of AsharM;ee, sndde»Iy vritln 
drew his fealty ; but not in ^o treacherous a maiiM 
Mr as the king of Aquapim ; and n^iehed along 
the coast to the Fantee country, giving out, tk^ 
he came to drive the Ashantees from the Fantee 
oouniary, and exhorting every person capable of 
bearmg anus, to repair to im iquarters. Qe WM 
joined by the idkabitants of Agoona, and othof 
amali districts^ and Mosa fdond himself ni ih$ 
bead of dbont t^rae th0!ias9iid men ; with tbil 
fotee he wished to la^vess the FiSidSMteesiritil % 
gireat iika 'oi his power, and jHucceede^ ^ facj^.an 
toxaas^ his-Aaaie ^Attah) to ^be.di^adfid Mid 
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respected. This man, in conjunGtion lyith Tanr 
^o, goyern^d the Akim country, and was tribu- 
tary to the king of Ashantee. He refused obe- 
dience to t)ie kipg's orders, by not going againc^ 
the Fantees : which produced a dispute between: 
himself and Tando. who drove him out of Akim: 
and, being joined by a number of pei^ons hostile 
to the Ashaatee g^v^nment, he became a respect- 
able, an unsettled^ and d^sperajte Wf^nior. 

The garrison of Anaamaboe consists of tfa|f& 
governor^ who is rice-president of the council; 
two officers, a Serjeant, corporal^ and rigbteen 
men 5 a force by no means adequate to th^ 
strength and importance of the place. The fort 
can accommodate fifty soldiers wkh jsase; and 
that number W43^1d be able to defend it against a 
powerful army of oatives. 



CHAPTER VI. 

COBMAKTINE. — TANTUHatTEBRT.— A9AM. 

WINNX:B AH. — — BEBBACQE. ^ACCBA.— *-- 

VBAJKI PBAM.—— NINGO. BIO VOLTA*— — 

ABPAH.— — aUITA. CONCLUSION. 

jtLbOUT three miles from Annamaboe is situ* 
ated the Jtown of Cormantinef where the Dutch 

N 
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have a fort, called Amsterdam. It was built by 
the English, and was the first fort erected by us 
on the Croldw;oast. It is situated on an eminence 
that orerlooks the sea, which renders it particu- 
larly airy. It was taken in 1G62, or 1663, by the 
Dutch admiral De Ruyter ; since which period it 
has continued to be possessed by that nation. 
We have dilated so much on Fantee affairs that 
little is left for us to remark concerning this place. 
It has been observed, that the Ashantees, in 1807, 
found their way into this fort, and plundered it of 
what provisions it contained; since which, the 
^lace has been neglected. The Fantees residing 
in Annamsdi>oe, taking advantage of this neglect, 
demanded of the Dutch government the sum of 
forty ounces, under a threat of destroying the fort, 
if this sum should be denied them. The Dutch 
government would not comply with their demand; 
in consequence of which, the Annamaboes 
inarched out, headed by their king ; and as the 
fort was incapable of making resistance, it was 
pillaged ; the guns rendered useless, part of the 
walls levelled, and the artificers attached to it 
made prisoners. From Cormantine, the coast is 
rather flat and sandy, until we get to Tantum, 
where it is bold and rocky; 

Tantun(qaerry is about six leagues from Cor- 
mantine. The fort is on an eminence about mus- 
ket-shot from the beach : it is small and confined. 



171 

und otily capable of defending itsielf against then^ 
tives. The landing here is difficult and dangerous; 
the only passage is between two rocks, which will 
only admit one canoe. The Fantee country was 
considered formerly to terminate here^ but the 
changes which have happened of late years, give 
no exact boundary to that country, until we get 
nearly to Accra. The inhabitants of Tantum 
partake of the character and disposition of the 
Fantees, already mentioned. 

About eight or nine miles from Tantum, is si- 
tuated the district of Apam, or Apang; where 
the Dutch have a small fort, near to which is a 
small river. The country hereabout is more 
open than about Tantum ; and the landing is less 
dangerous. The town of Apam with a number 
of its inhabitants were destroyed by the Ashantees 
on the 1st of March, 181 1 ; and in about a week 
following, when the Ashantees left the place, 
Attah, the late king of Akim, marched towards 
it, in the expectation of cutting off part of the 
Ashantee army. He entered the fort, pillaged 
every article that could be carried off with ease, 
destroyed the gun-carriages, reduced part of the 
waUs, and nearly laid the whole fort in ruins : a 
Serjeant who was on command, and the Compa- 
ny's slaves, escaped to Berracoe. The reason as- 
signed for this violence was, that the serjeant 
did not inform the Akims of the direct route the 

n2 
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JUhamtees took ; wiieraby , they nid, tliey were 
prevented ftom coming up with them ; and that, 
oonseqnentjlyt they had effected a safe retreat. 

About eight miles from Apam is situated the 
town of Winnebahf or Simpah ; where Urn 
British have a smaU fort The fort is seated f a- 
tfier on aa eminence, and overlooks the towsi 
which is situated directly under its w;alk ; a very 
great inconvenience. The landing here is gene- 
rally safe ; and at times, boats may beach without 
danger. Although the ibrt overlooks the town, 
yet it cannot secure the landts^-place in eonse- 
queilce of the houses, which tfre situated between 
the beach and the fort. Indeed it would ap^iear 
to strangers a most imaocountable neglect, not 
only here, but at other places, in permitting the 
natives to stop up the av<enues leading to the land- 
ings-place, and to live so near the fort. If the se- 
curity of the fort, and the preservation of pro- 
perty landed oi^ the beach, bad not t>een thought 
of; heakh should have been an object of some 
consideration. 

About four miles westward from Winnebah is 
a remarkably high land, that g^'s by the paiiie 
of the DeviVs-hill ; near to which is a salt-ipond^ 
There is a river about two miles eastward fifenn 
Winnebah, which is capable of supplying ships 
with good Tmter, for which a small daty is paid 
to the pynins of the town. The natives swim 
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the water off to the aihips* boats^ at a moderate 
e3c|>ence. 

Winnebab, as well bs other states westward of 
it, was formerly called the Afoetu ooHntry : but it 
became connected wiUi the king of Agoima's ter-^ 
ritory/ and in course of tkne became a separate 
state, under a ttiiiced gotemment of the elders and 
the ccHBmonity. It is still considered as form- 
ing a part of the Agoona cdnntry. The kings of 
Agocma are now extinct, and the Agoona coun- 
try is merely a nominal appellation, under ibe ge- 
Temment of one person. Strictly speaking, 
Winnebah may be considered as under the om- 
troul and power of the Fanlees, particularly at 
the pn^ent period* They however retain th^r 
primitiye language iAiortu, and some part of their 
ciistoods. 

Tim , coiuitiy about Winnebi^ is not ao confix 
ned with wood, as other parts ofihe coast ; it is in 
some places dear and open, forming on the whole 
a pleasing variety of woods and plains elegantly 
decorated with dumps of trees. The country 
immediatdy at the rear of Winnebah cannot be 
exceeded fer beauty and yariety. An exteninye 
domain, laid out with all imaginable art, and 
fitodied with deer, hares, partridges, guinea-fowls, 
&e« &c« will convey a strongi idea of the country at 
the Few j&i Winnd>ab. 

The fort q( Winnebah is somewhat larger than 
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that of Tantum, baClt is not so regularly con-* 
structed. The bastions are not in proportion to 
the curtains, and a sort of homework or ravelin^ 
that projects from the face of the fort, is very 
awkwardly constructed. The fort was neither 
built with judgment, nor with good materials; 
but it is capable of improvement at a moderate 
expence. The garrison of this fort amounts to 
no more than seven soldiers ; a number not capa- 
ble of defending it against the natives : it should 
have at least a complement of thirty men, a num* 
ber which would render the fort respectable, and 
prevent impositions and insults to those who from 
time to time might be under its protection. The 
natives of this place, from time immemorial we 
may say, have been notorious for everf species of 
licentiousness ; they possessed a degree of feroci* 
ty beyond any others with whom we are ac- 
quainted : they lived entirely by plunder ; during 
the Slave-trade, they supplied their exigencies in 
a very quick and summary method, by seizing, 
very often, the innocent, indulging the victim 
with the form of a trial, having him sold, and the 
amount divided among the parties concerned. 
They could not move without the boundaries of 
their district, through fear of the law of retalia- 
tion: and by these horrid practices, this town 
was continually involved in every kind of excess* 
The fort was continually embroiled in disputes 
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with them ; and candour obliges ns to state, that 
two instances have come to oar knowledge, of 
two governors having been literally flogged ! by 
the people of thi^ town ; one captain of a ship,- 
nearly flogged to death ; and anoAw, almost 
murdered : besides other cruelties and indignities 
too painful to relate. 

The natives, not only here, but at Cape Coast, 
Annamaboe, and other places, are too well ac- 
quainted with our weak condition ; and although 
they are convinced they could not stand against 
an open attack, yet they know we are only for- 
midable when surrounded by walls and guns. 
It was a most fortunate drcamstance for the Bri- 
tish character in this country, that the Ashantees 
made a trial of their courage and strength against 
Annamaboe : if they had attacked any other fort 
under similar circumstances, they most probably 
would have succeeded ; and although that afiair 
is generally known throughout the country, yet 
the spirit for warfare, which is spread in every 
part of it, has gradually lessened that fear and 
respect, which that event was calculated to create. 
At present, the British is the only European pow- 
er thai appears to sujjport itself with tolerable 
respect. We hear of contributions being im- 
posed on our neighbours ; forts pillaged ; gover- 
nors threatened with torture, or beheading; 
others actually murdered} and one gentleman. 



176 

Mr. Flbdt *, sorprized^ and naw a priwner vnik 
flie JUhaatee irmy. Howereri in the teidst of 
thesd alarming circumstanieft, the British have 
not bMD pmsnitted to enjoy pe^^ct tranqoiUity. 
Tlia govanor of this fort was siNrioofily threat^i- 
ad twice by Attah, the late king of Akim ; of 
whom we have already made menti<Hi. He aent 
a jiferemptory 4Sies0&f e in March last, demanding 
a ifaantity of powder, lead, and a nnibber of gmiBj 
aeoompanied with threatemng language, ealasu- 
iMad to excite terror, and a stoeilg idea of his 
powier. Thii demand wae not oMipIied with ; 
bat a present WaB sent to him as a token of friend- 
ship, with an assoranee of the desire the British 
had of supporting a strict neutrality : he was like- 
wise acquainted, that petite language would be 
more becoming his dignity, and that his threats 
were expended to no favourable purpose. In 
July, 181 1, he sent another message, endeavour- 
ing to levy a contribution, but attended with less 
threetening language than ti^e first. In this he 
was likewise disappointed ; and we believe he 
Vould wish to be ^venged, if he thought his re- 
venge could be satisfied with tittle danger or loss^. 
In consequence of this, the governor iis obliged to 
keep within certain limits; prudence restraine 



* This gentteman was htely set it liberty, after hatio^ 
rea five Hoafts and three dus i*Sft Us Asf^aaiBa aiiiiy. ^ 
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him frcHii walking any di^rtance from the fort 
through fear of being surprized. 

The town of Wimiebah was formerly the 
most populous in the Agoona country : it con- 
tained about fcair-thousand souls. War and 
other casualties have reduced that number con- 
siderably ; and the population may now be 
estimated at two thousand. 

For the purpose of making this description of 
the Gold-coast as complete as we possibly can, the 
following account of the Agoona country is ad-* 
ded. It is taken, with trfling additions, from the 
foorth Beport of the African Institution. 

The Agoona country, of which Winnebah 
forwB a part, extoids about twenty miles in 
length from East to West, and about fifteen 
miles in breadth; being situated between 5^ 
and 5' SQf' of North latitude, and from 10' 
to dO' of West longitude. The sea forms 
its bouDdary on the South and East; on the 
West, North, and North-east, it is bounded 
by the ceuntries Accron, Adjumacoon, Assin, 
Akim, and Accra ; the three first of winch are 
GQimected with the Fantee country. The aspect 
of the country varies considerably ; in some places 
it is flat, and railher marshy ; in others, it rises 
into hills ; in som^, it runs into open plainsi of 
oonaiderabie extent ; while, in others, it is richly 
covered with virood. The dimate is esteemed 
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comparatively healthy : it certainly is more tem- 
perate than that of many other places on the 
same line of coast. The height of the thermo- 
meter is usaally from 75*" to SO"" ; in the raiiiy 
season it has been observed as tow as 73^ 

The seasons may be divided into the tornado^ 
the rainy, and the dry. The tornado season 
commences in March, and continues about two 
months ; the rainy season begins about the end of 
May, and ends in August ; the dry season follows, 
and continues, with trifling variations, throughout 
the remainder of the year ; that is to say, from 
August till March. About the end of Decem- 
ber, or beginning of January, in every year, 
and sometimes in February, the Harmattan wind 
blowfil, and continues for four, six, or eight days, 
and sometimes for a fortnight. 

Near the sea, the soilis in many places light and 
sandy, and therefore unfavourable for the culti- 
vation of most articles of Tropical produce ; and 
where it is of a different, description, many plants 
are found not to thrive, partly, as is supposed, 
in consequence of the coldness and humidity of 
the sea-breeze or South-west winds, which meet 
with nothing on the shore to mitigate their 
severity; and partly, because the air is thus 
impregnated with saline particles thrown up by 
a constant' and generally violent surf. About two 
or three miles from the sea, the soil is found ta 
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be much more productive, and it, gradually im- 
proves as it recedes, till, at the distance of six 
or eight miles from the shore, it is so fertile 
as to be well adapteid for the growth of almost 
every article of Tropical culture. The climate at 
this distance is also improved, and so temperate 
as to favour the cultivation of European plants 
and seeds. 

The only mineral production which has hither-* 
to been discovered in this country, is gold : their 
method of procuring which the natives endea^ 
vour to conceal from Europeans : and they 
are obviously very igpiorant of *the proper means 
of searching for mineral bodies, or of working 
them when discovered. * 

The domestic animals are sheep, goats, hogs, 
dogs, cats, common fowls, ducks, &c. : those in 
a wild state are leppards, hyenas, buffaloes, hogs, 
deer, hareiS, ant-bears, musk-cats, squirrels, alli- 
gators, monkeys, snakes, &c. &c. 

There is but little timber in this country 
applicable to ship-building ; but there are several 
kinds well adapted for house-building and cabi- 
net-work, and other useful and ornamental pur- 
poses ; though not in any great abundance. 

The chief vegetable productions here are maize 
(of which there are two crops in the year), millet^ 
yams, cassada, sweet potatoes, plantains, ban- 
nanas, sugar-cane, various kinds of pulse, pepper, # 
cabbages, oakras, eschallots, besides pine-apples^ 
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and other Tropicd firuite. Cotton grows wild in 
0ome places ; and the indigo-plant is to be seen 
in Taiioos parts. The Indian peppto grows in* 
land ; and that fruit justly called the miracu- 
lous berry, which, on chewing, imparts an 
agreeably sweet taste to acids^ is sometimes 
brought to the coast ; the natives name it 
assahbah, and they caU cotton assaba; names 
very similar, although so wide a difference in 
their signification. 

Their present system of agrienltare is indeed 
very rude and defective ; but it iaigbt be greatly 
improved, by introducing among them horses 
and horned cattle ; and proper imj^m^its of 
husbandly ; as well as usefiil seeds and {^ants, if 
they had at the same time the benefit of the 
enlightened example aioid instnictkm of intelli- 
gent Europeans, who might be induced to en- 
gage in agricultural pursuits ; and provided also^ 
that their industry were excited and encouraged 
by suitable rewards. 

At present, all the land in the country forms 
a common stock, and fiio part of it can be appro- 
priated by any individual, except during the 
time he actually Cidtivates it. Thero are ex*- 
tensive tracts of unoccupied land, not above ^ 
a tenth part of the whole being in cidtivatidn. 
Any native of Agoona who chooses to clear 
and cultivate any part of the unoccupied land,, 
becomes the exclusive possessor of it for the tmeie > 
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but if he should afterwards allow it to be waste, 
he. ceases to have any peculiar claim to it; 
it may be occupied by any other indiyidual. 
Among the natives^ no sudb thing is practised 
as the lease or sale of land, except in the case of 
Europeans, who sometimes for five or six pounds 
may obtain the appropriation of a considerable 
tract of land. Th^ title to lands so obtained is 
mrt Ukely to be disturbed ; but in the present 
state of society, unless they had the means of 
protecting themselves, if necesaary, by force^ the 
prodoce which they might raise could not be 
considered aa alfa^ther secure. Their best 
mea&s of protection would be to have a con- 
siderable mimber of hired cultivators in conrtant 
pay, who Would serve the double pnrpose of 
cultivating the soil, and protecting the fmits of - 
thfeir labow from pillage. labourers may easily 
be had at the rate of from ten shillings to 
twelve shillings and aix^pence per mcmth *. 



■* The &ct 18, that all oyer the country/ land is so plenti- 
M Oh fproportion to Hhe populatkMi, that evtry man cuts 
dmm the wood iifMHi a piece of ground where he pleased: 
thb is biim^d^ upon the spot; and whea the vmq com- 
menceSj, he sows his maize in the ashes, and procures a plen- 
tiful crop without the trouble of breaking up the ground at 
aU. Next season he manages a fresh piece in the same man* 
Her, For ymns, plantains, An. they clear more permanent 
plantatbns/ 
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A^oona contains no navigable river ; but it is 
tolerably sapplied with fresh water, by means of 
rivulets, which flow through it, and branch off in 
a variety of directions. The chief towns are : 
Winnebah (or, as the natives call it, Simpah), 
Agoona, Berracoe, and Fettah. Their present 
extent and population fall very short of what 
they were before the late desolating expedition 
to the coast, made by the Ashantees. Indeed 
the whole population of the state cannot now be 
estimated at more than ten-thousand souls; of 
which number, seven-thoiisand may be considered 
as women and children. The country, however, 
has begun to recover from the effects of that dis- 
astrous war, and it^ population appears to be on 
the increase. 

Immediately on the sea-coast, the people derive 
their subsistence chiefly from fishing; in the 
other parts of the country, from hunting and 
agriculture : few, and only few, gain their live- 
lihood by trade. This trade consists in pur- 
chasing from Europeans, in exchange for gold, 
dowries, and a few other articles, East India cot- 
ton goods, iron, lead, spirits, tobacco, tobacco- 
pipes, guns, gun-powder, vessels of brass, and 
woollen and cotton goods of British manufac- 
ture. The India cotton manufacture is most 
esteemed, not only here, but on every part of the 
coast. They afterwards barter or retail these 
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tarticies with tbeir countrymen, and persons fronw 
the interior, for gold, provisions, palm-win^, 
palm-oil, &c. &c. 

Cowries and gold form the current medium of 
exchange ; the former are universally esteemed 
on the sea-coast, from the facility of their being 
reduced to a very small sum : forty cowries make 
a string, and fifty strings a head : thus two thoa- 
3and cowries are equal to one ackey of gold ; and 
sixteen ackies of gold go to the ounce, valued at 
four pounds sterling. A labouring {nan, in the 
plentiful season, that is, from September to April, 
or May, may subsist abundantly on two strings of 
cowries, or two pence farthing, a day ; and even 
for five, ten, or twenty cowries, the cravings of 
the stomach may be relieved. Gold cannot be 
reduced in its native state to such a low ex-^^ 
change ; which gives cowries the preference. 
When the men inland, or, as we call them, the 
bush people, exchange gold for cowries, they 
^ly g^t forty strings for the ackey. 

The means of increasing the trade of this 
country, and of every other country on the coast, 
obviously consists in opening a free intercourse 
with the interior, in introducing an improved sys- 
tem of agriculture, and the arts of civilized life ; 
in enlarging their knowledge, and exciting their 
mdustry ; and, above all, in establishing such a 
government and police, as will secure them in 
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Ab enjoyment of what they may acquire by 
^xiertion. 

The government^ political institutions, and 
laws of Ago(Hia, resemble in a great degree 
those of the Fantees. In some cases, the cabo- 
ciers, or chiefs of petty districts, are hereditary ; 
in others, they are elected by the people. These 
diiefs occasionally assume a despotic power ; but 
in general they do not retain it long ; the people 
frequently revolting in such cases, and expelling, 
OD otherwise punishing, the usurper. The chiefs 
are assisted in the administration of the laws by 
a kind of judicial senate ; the members of which, 
called pynins, are chosen by the people from 
among the elders of the dbtrict: and it is: their 
dflice to hear and decide causes, and pronounce 
die sentence of the law. They must be consi- 
dered as having an interest ii| condemning p^- 
flcms who are accused, as they have a share of all 
fines and forfeitures. The pynins are the only 
depositaries of the law ; and in order to preserye 
and transmit the memory of them, they h<^ld fre- 
quent meetings, at which the laws are piwud- 
ged, or rather rehearsed. 

The moral standard of the pec^le is extl'einely 
low ; they appear to have no idea of restraint, 
beyond what their own interest, or the ditead of 
punishment, imposes ; and besides that, their I^ws 
are both too loosely framed, and too paitii^ ex* 
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eciited, to have a powerful effect in curbing men's 
passions. They are \vithout any edlicatioh, or 
discipline of a moral kind; and from their earli- 
est infancy are habituated to examples of inhu- 
manity, fraud, and licentiousness ; in short, the 
moral principle is not cultivated among^ them, so 
that there is hardly any 5ict which will attach 
disgrace or infamy to the individual, or even 
bring reproach upon him, if he do but pay the 
penalty of the law ! 

Their religious system has no tendency what*- 
ever to improve their morality. It consists al- 
most entirely in a superstitious dread of suffering 
from some malign influence, and in the faith they 
repose in the fetishes, or charmsf wh?t*h are furnish^ 
ed by the Fetishmen, or priests', for" the purpose 
of warding off the dreaded evil. ' The people in 
general do nol^ appear to Engage in any kind of 
worship ; and although, oil certain days, they ab- 
stain fi*om their ordinary employments, yet they 
assign no reason for this, except that it has been 
the custom to do so. The Fetishmen however, 
who may be considered as an order of prie^tk, .en- 
gage in certain forms of worship and religious 
ceremonies ; and they ai*e supposed to hold' com-^ 
munion with the demon, or Fetish, aind to obtain 
from him the knowledge Mrhich is required for the 
exercise of their profession ; which is, to solve the 
doubts and perplexities of their folld^¥ef9, and to 
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fiirnish them with tbe means of averting the evil^ 
either actual or poisible. Their profits arise from 
the presents made to the Fetish by the votaries : 
these they appropriate to their own use, and they 
are often of considerable value. The Fetishmeiai 
usually connect themselves with the persons in 
power, and are often serviceable in strengthenings 
tbe government, and enforcing obedience to the 
law, as they have g^eat influence among the pee* 
pie, and continue to be respected by thm, even 
when the government has fallen into dix'epute. 

At Winnebah there is an annual sacrifice of a 
deer made to the Fetish. Human sacrifices take 
l^ace only when a man of eminence dies. The 
victims are selected from among the slaves of the 
deceased, and are generally old and infirm per- 
sons. Such sacrifices, however, very seldom oc- 
eur in Agoona. With respect to intellectttal ca* 
pacity , these people do not discover any natural in* 
feriority to Europeans^ yet, at the same time, their 
attainments are as low as can be imagined ; their 
minds not bdng improved by any kind of culture, 
they are wholly ignwant of letters ; and the pre- 
vailing language, which is the Fantee, has nevar 
been reduced to writing. The language itself is 
soft and harmonious : the following short sged^ 
men of it gives the proper names of men and 
women, accor<fing to the day of the week on 
vMch they were bom. . 
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Bays 0f iU Wedc, 




' 'Wimeti, ' 


Sunday 


Quasliie 


Aqutshewah 


Monday 


Cudjoe 


Adjuah 


' Tuesday 


Quabino 


Abinabafa 


Wednesday 


Quacoe 


Eccoah 


Thursday 


Quo\ir 


Abbah 


Friday 


Couffee 


ElRiah 


Saturday 


Qiaamina 


Ambah 


Numerals. 


« 


Numerals.: 


1 Akur 


7 


Afthun 


2 Abien 


8 


^Aoutchie 


3 Abiasah 9 


A'eoon* 


4 Anun 


10 


Adue 


5 Enumb 


100 


Ohab 


6 Acien 


1000 


Apim *. 



Arts and manufactures are in a low state 
amopg them, Th/ey make canoes^ fishin^-q^etSy 
hooks and line39 hoes, b^ls, basinets, ix^ts^ and 
various other articles of the sapie kind^ and 
some of thpijp can wprk as masons an|d c^rpenlei^. 



t a .  i., ' . in I ; IU .,1. 



■' ; ' ;; ' t ' Mi ' .. luii w. ^JLi.,i > i ' t>^ ! Ll 



* 9lie Faiitee language is understood on M parts of the 
etmtib, ham JlpolAonk to Accra, and to a cousideiaUe 4tft- 

fanf ^ ii|l?Ki4> It U wiAerstqp4 m Arfiaqjtaie, vrbn^s tbf bar 
mg^ fl#V ^^7 Wtle irgm f^^iefi. Tf^9 U fS^Wy M» 
efi^ct of ihft Fai^ees beii^g gjreai^ traders, and travelling oye|r 
so many parts of the country. 

O 2 
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The amusements of the young consist chiefly in 
dancing and singing: those more advanced in 
years amuse themselves by relating the exploits 
performed in their youth. The women of this 
coontry, as in all countries where polygamy is 
practised, are in a degraded state ; they are lite- 
rally slaves to the men, and perform almost all the 
laborioa. oflSces, as grinding com, procuring fire- 
wood, and water ; they do every thmg, in short, 
but fish, and plant com. The women also gene- 
rally act both as physicians and surgeons. The 
prevailing complaints are venereal, fevers, fluxes, 
rheumatism, and leprosy ; for the cure of which 
they use for the most part certain herbs which 
are natives of the country. They sometimes 
have recourse to bleeding, by means of scarifica- 
tion and cupping ; and these operations are per- 
formed with much dexterity by the women. 

About three leagues from Winnebah, is situat- 
ed the Dutch fort of Berracoe, likewise a town 
of that name, but called by the natives Senniah^ 
or Seniah which signifies a bason. The country 
hereabouts is more woody than about Winnebah, 
and is equally fertile. The fort is on an eminence, 
but in a defenceless state. Attah dt Akim laid a 
contribution on this fort in March, 1811 : after 
being disi^poipted in this respect at Winnebah, 
he was resolved to satiate his malignity on the 
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p^rwm who was in command of this fort; and 
who^ being a mulattoe and a native, was more 
exposed to his rancour. This man had not pro- 
perty sufficient about him, to satisfy the demands 
of Attahy and to save himself and the persons 
belonging to him from the danger that was im- 
pending : he was therefore placed in an awkward 
position ; but after some entreaty , he was p^- * 
mitted to go to Winnebah for the purpose of so-^^ 
lieiting the assistance of the commander of that 
fort, to extricate him from his difficulties. He 
was only allowed a limited time, at the expira- 
tion of which, if the sum demanded was not 
paid, vengeance was denounced against him. — 
The gentleman who commanded WinnebiA, did 
not hesitate to lend the sum required ; which pro- 
bably saved this man*s life, and the fives of those 
belonging to him. Some months after this cir- 
cumstance, this unfortunate man was put to 
death by the natives of Accra ; as will be related 
hereafter. 

» 

About nine leagues from B^racoe we eome iox 
Accra, where the English, Dutch, andDlftBcs,' 
have settlements. Accra is an independent state : 
it was formerly governed by the kings of Aquam- 
boe } which country and that of Aquapim lie at 
the rear of it. The town of Acpra lies in about 
5» aV N. lat. and about 10^ W. long.; and its^ 
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appearance i» vary pictareMjoe, {larticulat'ly from 
the sea} white buU^ings and housen pteseM 
themselves anteriorly, and at the rear is an ex- 
tensive plain, studded in a fiiiaciful manner, with . 
clnmps of wood, inhabited by deer, hares, and 
other wild ammals } and the prospect is terminat- 
ed by high land, rising grradnally j forming ob 
the whole a hiost pleasing appearance. Being 
thus surrounded by an open country, Acera ia 
rendered the most healthy spot on the Gold-coast} 
it is likewise more cool than other situations : the 
s(m1, however, is of a light and sandy kind } whid& 
forbids the inhabitants to follow the cultivation of 
com, yftms> plantains^ sugar-cane^ and other pro- 
dUitiotiSi whibh Hequire a moist and rich soil. It 
is fayoltfable fto cotton, cassada, gr^^und^ntits, and 
puk^. The )Sativea too attald to the breeding of 
poultvj^i hegs, she^ &c* } which produces a live- 
lUiood to many. 

/.:dUtaL b Ihe only eouAtfl^ on the Goldr^cdast, 
that has a free trade with the interior; and it is 
in general very much resorted to by the Ashan- 
tttis. Tbfs fr^e tMM-couiiie With that nation Aot 
only ^^Mls ^fmf aiiiob^ i^vory clMS^ "but hn^ 
pn^d theh* ^AUtUsi^r^d feifiders them tbtyte eiu 
viMsed 4ift their i^lghbduK: 'fbl^ tfke OblriBiities 
al« «iid£MAy ^t66^ ac^4^dftt«a With tte VtfleB «f 
d^^ifbf VtA «&iyky , thM) ^flkf ^people We l»oW 
sT^Hlid jmktrfi Altid ttitth ^A»ir 46n^ itiieN 
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course with the inhabitants of Accra, they ha^e 
acquired habits of meekness and sobriety, which 
are more yisible in them than iti any of the natives 
0n the sea-coast, especially the Fantees; who 
are, in coiiq>arison, an indolent, faithless, and fe* 
rocious people, and their caboceers, or petty chie6, 
in general drunken, deceitful, and avaricious, 
ever seeking an opportunity to gratify their pas- 
sions. — Some respectable natives who reside here, 
anA who have had the advantage of education in 
ISngland, likewise contribute, by salutary exam- 
ples, to hnprove the manners of the people. We 
are sorry, however, to add, that this fair picture 
is^ not without its blemishes : some palpable ex-^ 
^options have lately manifested themselves among 
tlie people of Accra : b^t we are confident, that 
l^bose who are well ac^ainted with these people, 
wili agree with us in opinion, that those deviati<» 
ons from their usual behaviour arise more from 
the impulse of momentary frenzy and the inita* 
tion of a desperate situation (to which tliey'faaye 
4been lately exposed) than the effects of natural 
BM^gnity and vicious disposition. ' '^ 

In conformity to our original design of enter- 
ing into a true, impartial, and candid examina- 
tion of lihe country, we will relate twoevents ^(diich 
liave happened here, and which probably reduce 
the character of this people to a standard beneath 
ikit most pitofligate aiid abandoned characters on 
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^ A merchant, in the commenceiQent of April 
last, was on the point of sailing from the country 
and atopped here to arrange some of his trading- 
concerns, lie brought with him some Fimtee 
canoe-men, who were^ always in the habi,t of at- 
tending upon him, and whom he directed .to re« 
main on-board the vessel, as the Fantees and Ac- 
eras were at war. He knew it would give rise 
to some quarrel, if the canoe-men came on shore* 
Some Accra canoe-men who were employed in 
conveying water off to the vessel, made use of in- 
sulting language to those Fantee people, which 
produced replies equally indignant, and inflaoMd 
the Accra canoe-men not a little : hut as they 
could not indulge their rage on the canoe-men, 
they were resolved to be revenged on their master: ^ 
and no sooner were they landed, than they spread 
evil reports^ which soon brought together a con- 
^derable mob of the lower order of people, who 
SipiTQunded the house the merchant happened 
to be in, {vpd threatened vengeance against him* 
gome wanted hi^ head^ others were satisfied with 
securing his person, bs a pledge for the surrend^ 
of the canoQ^m^n, At length, after some inter- 
cession, dqqbtless on the part of the fort, the mer- 
chant yi(9f permitted ^to b^ at hberty, but not 
without paying merchandize to the amount of 
fprty-tWQ poimds sterling. v. 

The second eventji which is of a tragical Mr 
ture, happened as.follows. — The person who coiKW 
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manded Berracoe Fort^ and who^ although a na- 
tive, was considered from his behaviour on an 
equal fo6ting with a White, went to Accra, in 
July, 1811, for the purpose of arranging some 
matters belonging to his service. He lodged in 
the Dutch fort, and in course conceived himself 
in perfect safety. He had not been long hei«. 
when one of the Accra Fetishmen conceived a 
design of proceeding to a river about six or eight 
miles westward from Accra, in quest of fish. He 
was surprized and seized by a party^ of Fantees, 
who were in the neighbourhood, and conveyed to 
Berracoe ; where he was beheaded. When the 
people of Accra missed their Fetishman, they .im- 
mediately suspected what had happened ; and, in 
the night, wient in a strong body to the Dutch 
fort (or rather the remains of a fort), where they 
soon made an entrance, seized the person of Mr. 
Vanderpuy the Berracoe chief, and murdered 
him in a cruel manner ; they likewise destroyed 
six of the Dutch Company *s slaves whom he had 
taken with him from BerracM. 

The government of Accra is of a mixed na- 
ture. An aristocratic form is very often Mended 
with a large portion of democracy. When the 
different caboceers are permitted to exercise a full 
authority, their proceedings resemble tho^ of the 
kings of Africa in general ; but. this arbitrary 
power is confined chiefly to their slaves ; a free 
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mati has a r^t of trml before the pynins. Im- 
peachments and trials are not nearly so common 
here, as in the Fantee coimtry. Disputes are 
settled with more, readiness and moderation. 
Avarice is not so predominant as among the 
Fantees; a moderate fine generaHy suffices: 
whereas slavery is the ruling punishment for al- 
most all crimes in the Fantee country. 

Superstition is cherished here with much cajre. 
The Fetisbmen are usually habited in white, a 
cfdour held here, as well as all over the country, 
m great veneration. It is considered as emble- 
matic e( innocence and perfection, and on all oc- 
casions where Fetish obtrudes, or when it is con- 
sulted, a white vestment is displayed by the Fe- 
lidbmen, or priests. The customs of this country 
hear sudk a similarity with those already related, 

that a description of them mi^t be deemed 
s(^)erfliyocis ^. 



* Two of the most reiiiai%able ot these customs we must 
■ot»howefci;amitlometitaoii{ they svesoch as n^y ocetisioa 
much sptculftCioiiy from whaA souroe An mhsbitmits of tki 
small diststet of Accra deuTed them» when the suriouiidiiig 
people, as far as we are acquainted, do not practise the smnc. 
One is circumcisiang which b performed on boys about ten or 
twelve yeans old: the other, inoeubaicn for ikt -swuJtff^, 
wkiob Aey efleci hj insertiug Ike variolous matter iato t 
asmll punslnrt upo» Ike. wrist ^ 
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The langfuagiBi of tfae Atetuftistems ta be |>eeaw 
liar to thdmselVetf It bc«ti tio omnesioa wimt* 
soever mth the Ashantee or Fantee Unguoge^ 
it r ewo miblgs very niiGli the Xidttik lan^aHf e, 
and is mapfK^A te be vmd^fk^tood as far as li^e 
Rio Yoka; which Atvoia^ an optui^n of tfaj^ir 
orig^natingr imm thitNie partd« It id v^ry pra* 
bable they oanie from Pbpo ; for Mr, Dal2el> in 
hiB hisitory cf Dahotny, m^otiotifi ti^ the greater 
part of the Ac^eraui fled to iPopo in the year 1680» 
Wfa^a iSie king ^ Aq«amboe threatened them : 
alkl we ca^ hardly suppose they would hat^i 
sought an asylum among the Popos^ if there hmi 
been no faibify'-eotin^ioii* 

Hie English iott at Accra h called f ort J«»e»; 
aftd trould fe^ r^i^c^ble, if it had ite tsotti fte > 
meni ^f men : it fi^M¥its sdt»e heavy mmam M- 
wairds the - »ea^ imd tew«iitls» tbe Danish and 
Botch fdrts. IM;/^ k\l (ott^tti^ tbe garmoii ^6( 
this idace in to^ ft%}M ; H fAi^M have a eoati- 
pletneM of at lea«t fifty nieti, wMdi wo\ild render 
it a Mspectable sifl*attoii. ThM fbtt potiesses an 
advaatikge which M the otlier drtti^h forts waiit ; 
Hit tdwm is nie>t otefietoit ; and beings kept more 
dean ^an w*nm hi g^eral in ihis ^^ountry^ tlie 
fbfC'«i|«ys the bendlt of pare atid refi^si^ng air, 
Md atio lem^Hteds the kndhsgf-plnce in an 
efeetoal min tk mt ^ 'l?he ]an«fo% here u often 
iMiin^d ^th Sailer ; th^ pkoe is itocky) and 
the passage intricate, particularly at high wit«r » 
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The Eng^Iish and Dutch towns almost join eaeh 
other ; and, in every other rei^ct the inhabitants 
are united. 

The Dutch fort, called Crevecceur, was nearly 
demolished in the American war, by the same 
force that failed against Elmina. An attempt 
was made to re-build it not many yi^ars ago ; 
a. curtain and two bastions were raised ^feeing 
Fort James, and mounted with cannon : but this . 
work has very much gone to decay, and the fort 
altogether may be considered in a dilapidated 
state. Both places are within the range of 
point-blank shot. 

The English and Dutch towns have been 
threatened by the Fantees since 1809 ; and a 
strong body went against them in March, 1810, 
which met with a severe repulse; since which 
period; the Fantees are contented to keep up a 
blockade; and the king of Ashantee has poro-* 
mised the people of Accra every assistance, and 
levied a large army for that purpose; but the 
treacherous conduct of Quow,ithe king of Aquar 
pim, and the rebellious behaviour of Attah, the joint 
king of Akim, have averted the d<^igtui of the.' 
Ashantee general* and redui^ed the pe<^le of 
Accra to great distress. It^is now repeated 
(September, 1811,) that the Ashantee army is. 
on its mar<;h to AccrU; which dov^less will be 
the cause of great changes in this part of tht 
country. 
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At Uie distance of two and a half or three miles 
from Fort James^ is situated Christiansboi^ cas- 
tle ^; the head-qnarters of his Danish Majesty *s 



* Christiansborg was built by the Portuguese ; in what 
year, cannot be accurately laid down. It was but a small 
fortiiScation, and resembled a block-house more than a fort. 
The Swedes expelled the Portuguese ; and in the year le&l, 
his Danish majesty Frederick III. sent an expedition to the 
.cofist of Afnea under the direction and command of Sir 
Henry Cadof ; who conquered the Swedish forts Carolusborg 
(now Cape Co^t), Taccarary,. Annamaboe, and Ursu Lodge 
(now Christiansborg). At this period, the Danes had erected 
a fort near Cape Coast, and named it Friederichgherg; 
(which wiu afterwards purchased by the Royal African 
Company,, and destroyed). The governor of this fort 
enlarged Ursu Lodge, and gave it the name of ChriUiansbar^, 
The Danes remained uninterrupted masters of this place 
until the year 1679; when it was treacherously sold totl^e 
Portuguese by a man named Peter Bolt< In 16da, it was 
restored by order of the king of Portugal ; and in ten years 
following, the Aqumnboes, who then lived a short distance 
from. Accra, took possession of it, at the instigation of the 
Ursu Caboceer, in the followbg manner. They brought 
down a number of slaves, and a large quantity of gold and 
ivory, in exchange for which they would take nothing but 
guns and powder* This was agreed to by the governor; 
who also consented, that the guns and powder should be 
proved before they were taken out of the fort. Having now 
charged a number of their muskets, they loaded them with 
bullets which they had concealed, and * in a moment seized 
the unguarded garrison, as also every White person in the 
fort; there was but little resistance made; no lives were 
lost; and the- fort. was plundered^ ^bttt aof injured. The 
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Ibrtoaad tettttpMivhi «i Um €Mit It m built 
Mnetbiogr niter Ui9 mmfttr of :6bmii4, M nek m 
larger Tl^n 9Te Ukf wine ibree tiA^ tets he^^ 

longing to the Crown of Denmark i two of ^em 
on the left bank of the Rio Yolta, and one about 
forty mHes East of Christiansborg. Through 
the political changes in Europe, th^ governinent 
of Denmark is prevented fro» is^dmg wppliop 
for the support of its ^tabliiiliiiionto hene. Not 
only the Danes, but the Dutdi also, are support- 
^ by a Inding interoourse formed on die most 
friendly terms with the English ; the good or 
bad policy of which we will not midwt^^ U> in- 
vestigate. The Dau^ wi^jcie tbe fii^ tff abpli«h 
the Slave-trade, and ieonfiequa»dy nwre bffare 
all Europeans in the introductron of {dasting and 
agriculture. Not only the govemor-in-chief, but 
other gentlemen in the service and out of it.^ 



'J- ' z »- r r^ 1  «■ .  » " * . ' ^ r . M ..,f 



Ursa Cadioce^ w«9 pF«el9imi^4 go«a«ar» ani eompAM 
both Eoglirii mA DiMtvb WUiilQfi* wba h^d oocwoo 4o pass 
the f<Mrt. |0 pay their ^betMOoe to hiai ; aftsr wfaicfa, he 
feneially treated tboi9 ^vitty^ Md fri fno n ity hoaomrad theai 
srilh a salute from ibe i^i pm$.» He 6Aeii wdnifeA 
himself with a «a}ute, saip(^i«ie(i at midMigliut. The next 
yfar it waa M^r^mA v^, trough tfhe intesGeMias of 4he 
pulcb natipn, and «» 9 l^mm ^wa baioi iwid bjAe Danfaii 
^yenunept 

Chri»tiiui9b9i{ jha% «nci^ th^t p^n^d* bam in ihe fMsaaf- 
jii9n of the XUqjBi^ f|id ^bppstevj^yff^'miiasr fai««^ 
ftdditifPtn to jt; iwtii it b9f # te«fth heaoaieakrge aad 
irregular pite of liuUidia|^> f^ it mw «ppmia« 
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have their respectiye plantatians* The governor 
of Chri^tiansborg* (Mr, Schionoing) has an ex* 
Xesmre plaotatioa about fifteen miles iolatfdt 
where cofiee^ cotton^ and other productions 
have tilllately proieised an abundant increa^e^ 
and clearly exemplified the capabilities of the 
country^ if once exerted by enterprise joined 
with persevering industry. The flattering pro* 
spects this gentleman's industry exhibitedf were 
suddenly blasted by the disturbances in this 
country. By some means or other he became 
odious to the king of Ashantee's general; and 
when his army commenced their march, Mr. 
Schionning considered it no .longer safe to re- 
main at his plantation. When the Ashantees 
got to the place, th^ destroyed the house and 
out*bttildings allotted for himself and people, and 
committed every sort of depredation. The hatred 
of the king's general ag^nst Mr. Schionning did 
not end here : he accused him with favouring the 
flight of Quow and Attah, and positively re« 
quired the Blacks^f Singlish, Dutch, ^id Danish 
Acora, to deliver him into his hands, to undei^o 
the punishment he conceived due to his be- 
hayioor. Mr. Schionning, ia consequence of 
this, was constrained to ke^ within the walk of 
his castle. 

These is a neat chapel erected heref and when 
the service wais m a proip^ous state, a school 
was established for th^ educMi^^n <^ chiidreo 4»f 



^ 
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both sexes.- The chaplain was at the head of the 
school ; and it was an agreeable sight to behold 
youth of both sexes, decently clothed, " pro- 
ceeding on Sundays to hear Divine service. 
Indeed, both Danes and Dutch have shewn a 
greater desire to instruct and improve the minds 
of the natives than the English ; although, we 
believe, some years ago, the gentlemen at Cape 
Coast associated for the purpose of forming a 
school for the education of children of every 
description ; and the institution commenced and 
proceeded with favourable hopes of success : but 
it was at length suffered to fall into neglect, 
and finally to be disregarded. 

About forty miles from Christiansborg castle 
is situated the Danish fort of Ningo ; but before 
we arrive at it, there is a small British fort, an 
appendage to Accra, situated at a place called 
Pram Pram, and at the distance of eight miles 
from Ningo. The head Fetish of this part of the 
coast is placed at Pram Pram ; and it is sur- 
prizing with what ready compliance, and with 
what deference, obedience is paid to it: onel 
instance of the dread and respect paid to this 
demon of superstition, may not be unacceptable, 
and we trust will suffice. 

An English gentleman, who was governor of 
Fort James at Accra, had a son by a slave of his. 
On his departure from the Coast, he bestowed 






201 

upon her^ with ber freedom, sufficient to tender 
her respectable and independent ; and she aftei'- 
words became the wife of the caboceer, or chief 
of Aquapim ; a country which (as we have 
already stalled) lies at the rear of Accra. The 
child, when arrived at a proper age, was sent to 
England, and after having been educated, re* 
turned to this country, and resided in a respect* 
able manner at Cape Coast. When the king of 
Ashantee revisited the coast, he had in hiisi train 
this caboceer of Aquapim, who brought his wife 
with him, with a view, probably, of giving her an 
opportunity of seeing her son. She made a 
journey to Cape Coast for that purpose, and was 
received by her son wi& kindness : but, as it 
afterwards fell out, she did not experience that at- 
trition and kindness from his wench, or wife, that 
was expected ; and after a visit of a few days she 
departed, but carefully concealed her resentment 
till a fit opportunity offered for displaying it in its 
^fects. Not many months after this, the son died, 
leaving some property to his wench, but none to 
his mother ; which when the latter heard of, she 
conceived the design of being revenged on her 
^ughter-in-law for her former inhospitable treat-^ 
ment. She laid her case (accompanied with u 
gift) before the Fet^shman at Pram Pram ; who 
gave her claim the sanction of his support. After 
which, she dispatched a message to Cape jCoaist, 
demanding half of the property left to her daugh** 

V 
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9oa 

tar^nJaw, uiid^ tiie penalty of ddirennlf hat 
over to the power of the Fetich. This demaad 
and threat acted so forbibly, that the poor widow 
instautly caught that infection^ which a dreold df 
incimriiif the displearare of the Fetish will cteatd^ 
and became inconwhible : fai Vain &d she astair^ 
the mother-iB^law^ that ho property was left h^ 
by her husband but a trifling snm^ and, in mf^ 
port of thisy produced the assertion of the de^ 
ceased*s execotors. 8he at length* came to tihA 
resohilion of going to Pram Praln^ to endeaTOUv 
by her appearance before the Fetish^ to mitigate 
the prejudice formed against hen She e o M* 
menced her jemtiey^ and airir^ at Fl*aiti Pram# 
whilher her accuset also repaired, Who^ dw 
better to support ker eaase^ was attended with di 
alined force of upwards of fifty men* I%eFetiib» 
man soon pronounced the opinion of tiie Fetish f 
and sentenced die widow to pay a fite littls 
diort of two-hundred pounds, whidi^ with pre^ 
sents given the Fetidn^ and expuncea atteadiag 
the journey, amounted to so large a som^ thai 
the woman was reduced to absolute penury. 

Pram Pram and Nii^o lie in the confines of m 
cfaampaigli and luxuriant couatry^ I%Me if 
ahuhdanceofgamefa^re: hares, deet, partridges^ 
guhiearfowls, mo^ be seen in great wttdbeaii: 
there are some large^ised hom-cnttk, whkdx use 
almost in a wild state. 

At die badk ^f N«igo is mtusited a.^to«nitry 
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eiiMed Crobo '; tHe caboeeer or king of whiclk 
is prdly powerfiil. There is in this country 
a remarkable tnountain, whieh can be seen 
from the sea at a distance of twenty or thirty 
miles. If it be seen in clear weather it appears 
as if topped with snow. 

The Danish fort Qaiia^ is situated at the mouth 
of the "Rio Volta; and another called Adda is on 
the left bank of that river. Both these forts were 
purchased from Portugal by the crown of Den^ 
mark. The Yolta is a river of some magnitude, 
but inaccessible at its entrance to vessels of bur- 
then, by reason of rockis and sand-banks. We 
learn that this river is about a mile in breadth ; 
and, from the rapidity of its stream, it doubtless 
has its oriofin a considerable distance inland. In 
the wet season, it is dangerous for small craft to 
venture near it, from the impetuosity of the tide^ 
The hippopotamus is frequently seen in this river 
und on its banks. 

' We have now reached the extremity of the 
^Gold-coast 3 and in the course of our pere^na- 
%on, and description of it, we have avoided as 
far as possible all extraneous matter, having ad- 
liered strictly to correctness as far as local know- 
ledge, diligent enquiry, and good information 
WOidd allow us ; and we trust, from what is stat- 

V 2 
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ed in the foregoing sheets, that the capahiUties of 
this part of Africa are not to be depreciated. 

If the disturbed state of this country had com* 
menoed subsequently to the abolition of the SUive^ 
trade, we might i*easonably have supposed that it 
was in consequence of that-measure* AU those 
commotions commenced frcmi the Ashantee inva» 
«ion ; an event that took place some mimths be* 
fore the fate of the Slave-trade was known in this 
country. This invasion of the Asbantees has 
produced discords, commotions, and war, between 
the Fautees and their neighbours, and has caused 
the Asbantees again to invade the Fantee coun- 
try. This state of warfare has prevented the 
agreeable changes which were expected to have 
followed the annihilation of the Slave-trade by 
the English ; add to which a renewal of it in 
some degree by the Americans, and Spaniards. 
When the country will be tranquillized, is a pe- 
riod that may be sought for with much uncertain- 
ty : though we believe the Fantees, particularly 
those who live inland, would be glad to come to 
terms with the Asbantees, or allow them a free 
communication witli^ Europeans, on their coast; 
which is all the Asbantees require. But they are 
a vain and obstinate people, and will not yield 
without the interposition of another power; and 
that power is the English. 

The reader is alre^y in possesion of the Fan- 
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tee cbaracter, "which will inform him, that these 
people are litigious, turbulent, and ungovernable; 
in constant hostility with the weak and innocent ; 
prone to idleness, deceit, and avarice. Men of 
such dispositions cannot be reclaimed by mild 
measures ; it is the hand of terror alone that wiH 
make them tractable. If the Fantees were not 
kept in some awe by the Ashantees, they would 
be as troublesome perhaps to the British interest, 
as they have been to the Dutch : for although we 
well know, they would not come to open hostiU- 
ty, or, rather, they would not attempt an open 
rupture, by attacking any of our forts; yet they 
could cause great annoyaifce, by stopping com* 
nmnication, and supporting a strict blockade. 
Had they succeeded against Elmina and Accra, 
BUceess and ambition might carry them to extra- 
ordinary lengths. We think it would be an e& 
fectual step towards checking the spirit for warfare 
ill this country, if the exportation of gun-powder 
to it were prohibited. But there is one great ob<* 
jedtion to this : the service would be exposed to 
danger : the natives would coalesce perhaps, and 
reduce it to great difficulties : and until it is on a 
more respectable footing, we think the importa* 
tion of gifn-powder into this country could not be 
prudently prohibited *• * 



* Other natioBSWoQid gladly supply them. 
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Tbe cMimimii^BMi wiio hare been lately ap«» 
poiated by government, to examuie the state oC 
this coontry, and the British settleaoents in i^ 
iviU doubtleis satisfy the public nsiind as to the 
eendition of the cooetry» and the advaiitagea 
which are likely to ensae» in coneequence of 
more attentiopi being paid to it. The paUic also 
will be enabled to ja4g6 clearly^ when a eonrect 
state of the country is laid beforo tbem, and t9 
foan solid opinions, as to the importance of it s 
ittd among the numerous opinions which may be 
expressed, none in course is more des^viag of at* 
tention, than that of the g^aU^nen who wee^ 
particularly appointed, and expressly seat oat, to 
make observations, and ^iquiries: especiaflyas 
two <lf these gentlemen were not strangers t# 
Xrepical Africa. We irost however, that, in is^ 
trodueing our obbervattoas and ^jpioMms on the 
soliject, they will not be coMidei^ as the eShctf^ 
^ preaooiptieB, but as arising tnmk a desise ef 
improving the country, and making it of aom 
advantage to the naticm^ aad iiHbich wehogpe dhe 
fbiegpoing lines have suffi<»«Qtly indicated. 

We will take the bberty of layii^^ dofmk mtat 
efhmons under the heads of Trade, Cultivatioih 
and Civilization. 

Tbabe. — Grold and ivory being the staqple artj^ 
cles of the country, they are produced principally 
from the inland parts. The latter is entir^» 
and the .greater part of tjbe £brmer> bre^ht from 
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tM m$emr$ tmi wery other jartick wbrdiy of 

mUF notice f or of use to us^ is produced ia greatar 

Mhmdmuut inland, tlmn on the Coaid;. To in- 

MBUfiB our trade^ Aerefore, the necessity of a free 

•nlerecHiteerwilh inland countries will appear ob* 

vimuu The parlinimentary grant anuuaUy allon^- 

^ for Ihe support of die Britis)i settleineats on 

4hui Coasly is inadequate to an extension of our 

"inflneiifce in tins eoimtry ; and until an addition is 

made to diat. sum^ apy el&rt to faecpmie connected 

milji ialand states, we should suppose, would 

•fvone afaoitixe. If our attrition be .directed to^ 

the ereation .of new exportaMe produce, and 

<«(haA ive viffl supfXMse can be edkcted by con- 

ifauBig our opecttlations |;o tfas Sea«coast ; the usoal 

-ipnnt wOl, aven in that case, he found insu^ient 

te support necessary authorily, to fusotect proper- 

49:, Mid to Moeserro the fndts of labour and ia- 

nually granted, to forty or fifty thousand poonds, 
iUnd^ eoidd lie yjastly ioipnored. If it wece de- 
. jS9ed to isxtoud our tea^e inland, Alienees ahoidd 
k^ £mnfd with Men of powi^r, and residents jar 
^igents ^should he ^kiced «t the principal towns; 
for th^ purpose, in addition to other objects, of 
MOf QW^gin; A ooii&d^nce in our fidendship, of 
^fgH^vg At iHm fseaowoes .of the country, and of 
mtmMmg 4m waiuifactoires jimong the natives, 
.pwtiflliMlly fliota .vAdm adapted fiur weaciatg- 
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apparel: many «ach articles would be broc^fat 
into dradandt coarse Imensy for instance, wooUcmiy 
-checks, hard<-ware, &c. which at present are in 
no esteem. Every nation inhind would eagerly 
seek for our articles of trade,, and, in the course 
of time, caravans^ ot travelling companies, wonld 
he established by the natives bordering upon, this 
coast ; which would be the meansi of introdncitog 
onr manufactures into the most remote parts of 
this extensive, and, we. may add, unknown omi- 
tinent. Every person who possesses a knowledge 
of tins country, will cleariy perceive tiie imrpor- 
tance of becoming acquainted with inland states, 
• and of introducing our several manufactures into 
the heart of the country. We iriiould be no 
longer contented widi the enjoyment of a coaafe- 
trade, for the natives are in want of our coaise 
articles of manufacture, and they would daily get 
acquainted with almost eveiy article we coidd 
furnish them with. 

The foregoing arrangement is, however, liable 
to impediments and objections: but it is wdl 
known, how readily impediments may be re- 
moved, if judgment and perseverance be com- 
bined. 

A great objection w^ich presents itself, is, Aiat 
the undertaking would be attended with mote 
expence than the present state of the natioH i^an 
well affi)]sd.~^In answer to this, I will <dbBerf«» 
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Ihftt objects of less importance slKmld be either 
r-etinqiiisliedy or the expence attending them re- 
^Hced : for many of our artisans, and manufacf- 
4ufersy would be called into action, who are now 
langmsbing for employment, and exposed to the 
mismes of indigence. 

Another objection may be* started. The Gold- 
;coa«t is not naturally favourable for promoting 
the objects stated ; inasmuch as it is deprived of 
navigable rivers, by which an easy access could 
be formed with inland states : — ^and it is inhabited 
by difibrent tribes, who would prevent, or at least 
^deavour to frustrate, our designs ; which would 
draw the Service into disputes, ultimately subver- 
sive of die object in view : — and besides, the dif- 
ferent settlements, particularly some of them, are 
'90 far apart, that they are ill calculated to assist 
ewch other in case of a sudden emergency. — ^Tfae 
'€Md<<'Coast certainly presents an un&vourable ap- 
pearance as it regards an open communication by 
means of rivers ; and, in some places, the landing 
is very often dangerous. But veiy few indeed of 
-the great rivers of Africa are easy of access, so 
4ihat die Oold-coast is not the only part of thi$ 
'condnent which is deprived of that advantage: 
-and we shall find the landing along the 6old^ 
eoHfty particularly from Cape Three-Points to 
-Aftcra^^is less dangerous than any other part of 
Ihe yi^le line of coast, from Cape Yesd to, pei^ 
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iMfi^ titfs Cape of Good Hop«« IfHofpaitof 
Jtfrka have not the ady^otoge of open itTeni it 
is cfqp«4>le of formngnn extensive inlimd iiaW|fa^ 
lion : diew ara many men iirfaich might b« rea^ 
dily mmt^} and it wonld prdbaMy be found, ikbat 
these rivers, (which ondoubtedi^ riie firom ana ar 
JlKNie laiTger Hveia, or have their Miiree nmong 
JUglb mowitainsy) woidd form «ach connexiona aa 
vrowM laad to important discoyeriea* The riTeoB 
nnthe windwaid coaat, or to tha wertwaid of 
CapePkdaiaSy jrnn invambly, we Miav*, ireoBt 
tiin ewtwaad; whereas thosi^ on dke Gaid-oofMt 
ran ftoaa Ae northward, iaiwing noariy tigfat 
«igles with fiiich.Q]dier« Those fomma admit of 
fftTMHUtabie auppoaitioas towards Idie faeifity of tn- 
Iwd «ang^ilion. 

The Fanta^ we;be)aev^« aos dAie aaly paoffe 
that woidd ncHwfast-a diapoaition AdvM'aeAa ifllan^ 
intWDMoia : smil ifitlw wwidAotaidNnstAo^eBa^ 
#(hle md wvMjiw*«E¥»iitiom, wes^ ^oavmoad 1^ 
4|i^ waidd -mt ^^y ao#»i aae tjie Aeoaadfy.of 
fMmg iiiito 'OW' pHm^ but wiwU n^qioiita ithea^ 
lijir mwjf m^ans in .l^iir piowQr^ f'or lat>«ia ti^ 
f0se,4h^ ^iifr the pecnniary mmmai^abeai^ aM^ 
^ tha miUtary ^^tp^aigth of tha SiMifioe m§iMi» 
4pnddaaably,angmoiitad, which» fcrlhe pnrpoia 
4if aaeMring sttoeesa, idioidd lie ^a^ (Aoaaapd^aMnf 
wade upiof »!BwppaMMs and w^» dn l|ia .pn^ 

-poHtiim af o»a>tp tirfi* 4|MQitt<»^w<ifaMiiil^£^ 



Wk tbe Gold-'Goast, we think, that k too indd^ 
detached ; it requires at least two days to travel 
£rou Dixcove to A^lhmia ; tbe di«itance b^ng 
about sixty miles, which^ in' a diimate 4ike thii^ 19 
too fatigmng for a journey of two succemve days» 
The possession of Fort Anthony at Axim, would 
remedgr this inconvenience, and in other fespeets 
would he a place of sc^bo joonsequ^iee. The 
Dutch, perhaps, would exchaiigiB it for Whidi^hi 
a setdemcnt of no importance to usj wb^i w# 
consider that it is only remarkable for 61ave» 
trade, and that it is under as much cpnthMll, and 
more und^ the dommion €>f the king-ef liaho^ 
my, than the British nation. 



Gxri.TjLV^Tioar.'^We will consider this mlb>- 
ject in two points of vie>w ; plmitations attMnptod 
h^ EiRopemis, imd diose wUch may be uadei^ 
tokien by the nativ^es. The great obstacle agaiMl 
an undertaking of this kiod by £iiropeajisi, islha 
present insecurity for property : let tins impedi# 
i|DME!Dt be remoTod, and ^cultivation may be earned 
on to any extent, aiid, no doulrt, with suoeess and 
advwtage. The writer had no qiportomity at 
seemg the plantation conducted by the Danish 
fovem<ur •(Mr. Sehionning) ; hat he has ceniiefs* 
fd with geintlemen who had been ther)^, and who 
were fiapahfe of makiiig observations with jndg^ 
ment* Th^*g^eedaa all their reports. as teifae 
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fertility of the soili and the vigorous condition oft 
its prodactions. 

Cotton is the most profitable and most certain 
mrticle that will grow on the sea-coast. Coffee, 
tagrar-cane, rioe, com, indigo, fmits of varions 
kinds, and European prodactions, will be pro- 
duced widi greater success inland, that is to say, 
at the distance of from fifteen to twenty miles : the 
•oil is generally better at this distance, and there 
is more moisture throughout the year. Cabbages, 
peas, turnips, carrots, cucumbers, melons, differ- 
ent sakds, and other esculents for the table, can 
be prodaced in any quantity inland; which 
would be highly beneficial to the garrisons on the 
coast, and to His Majesty's ships resorting hither, 
labourers can be procured with facility, and in 
considerable munbers. The usual pay to labour- 
-ers is firoifi two to three ackies a month, fliat is. 
Urn or fifteen shillings currency. But ilie most 
certain method of securing labourers, rendering 
them more useful,* and more attached to the in- 
terest of the planter, would be to take a number 
•f pawns. They are procured by advancing a 
torn upcm security, usually fi-om one to two ounces, 
and allowing them one ackejr a month for subsist** 
enee, or otherwise satisfying their wants m that 
respect They in general labour willingly, if 
treated kindly, and punctually paid. In die 
coune of tinie, they become attached * to thear 
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employer^ and would Bmat m godigdxDg him 
against encroachments of any kind. 

The natives will not attend to the eattivatknk 
of new and exportable articles of produce, unlesft 
- an example be set before them. The natives in^ 
land diligently attend to the sort of c^tivatioa 
that they have been early accustomed to, and 
which is necessary for their support : namely, of 
maize, yams, cassada, sweet potatoes, various kind* 
of poise, plantains, bananas, &c. &c. Maize,' or 
Indian com, is the staple commodity of the coun? 
try^ and in some places much attention is paid to 
the cultivation of it. Millet is cultivated in a 
small way ; and many articles are produced wilh^- 
out much attention, such as pepper, pine^apples^ 
sugar-cane, &c. 

CiviuzATiON. — If cultivation were intro^ 
duced on a large scale, we may suppose that civi^^'' 
lization would introduce itself witii it,; at leastjwe 
think it would facilitate the introdncticm of thiart; 
agreeable and salutary object. WEen planting 
is generally followed, and in course industry 
spread throughout the country, civilization will 
gradually find its way among every class^: we 
mean that branch of it which would unite tha 
inhabitants more firmly with each other; thai 
would lessen irregularities and discords, would 
tranquillize their passions, and, in short, would 
difiuse morality among every order. We ar^ 
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wtXL aeqoftiBted with the eflSscttof industry^ mA 
idleness^ on mimls nnpolislied^ or uoedueated } 
Mid their influence on the natives here is remark- 
mUy evident. A person woidd suppose, and in^ 
deed very reasonably, that the natives uriio haver 
keen OMtny years accustomed to the manners of 
Bofopeansy should far excel the men iniand in 
geod qualities : hut this is not Ae case ; vioe k 
more prevalent on the Coart, than at some distance 
ftbm it; and the cause of this dibSRerence is too 
obvious to require an exposition. 

The first step towards civilization should be to 
atlnihiliite the Slave-trade in toto : whilst there is 
any opportunity of selling slaves, or of Mquiring 
wealth by means of piund^, civilization and in* 
dustry will not be formed on a solid basis in tins 
^omitry. By industry we mean, such industry as 
weidd entice the natives to the culture of new 
articiee calculated for exportation. The next 
ikep^should be^ to establidb schools, which, in ad* 
dition to reading*, writing, and accompts, should X)e 
oapaUe of affiirding instniction in various meeha* 
nicml branches. It is evident, that witiiout schools, 
civilization will not proceed with success ; and it is 
aiso manifest, that a strict government is highly 
jaecesssury to be establii^ed in the country. W^ 
do noft mean^ a government bordering on degfK>t* 
ism, or entirely a miHtary power, h\A sudi a go- 
vernment as would gradually aboli^b evil prac- 
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iioes aod absurd costoms ; > a gfCQremment that 
would hare the power of introducing wholesome 
laws and regulatioliSy and the meauioC enforcing 
obedience to them : and until such a system is 
carried into execution, in addition to other pro- 
positions which we have taken the liberty of 
stating, we anticipate no change in this country^ 
of anttdi btwi&t to ity or of coasideraUy iftereastd 
importance to 6hPeat Britain. 



ADDITIONAL PAPERS 

IKBLATIVB TO THE 

GOLD-COAST. 

Cnmmmiied U the Publiihers after the freeeiing SmeU 
had been committed to the Preee.) 



XHAT part of the coast of Guinea, which is 
known by the name of 2'he Gold<oastf is gene- 
rally considered as commencing at Assinee, and 
terminating at the Rio Yolta. It lies between 
4 deg. 50 min. and 5 deg. 40 min. of North lat. 
and lies East and West of the meridian of 
Greenwich, at the distance of about 1 deg. 
45 min. East, and about 3 deg. 15 min. of West 
longitude. The whole extent of it may be com- 
puted at about three hundred and fifty miles. 



L PAKTHER PARTICULARS 
RESPECTING ACCRA. 

Accra was antiently a great and populous ' 
nation. The chief town or metropolis was situ- 
ated about sixteen miles from the sea, and was of 
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tome extents The goveraroent of the cotintfy 
was monarchical, and perhaps despotic : the bvlc* 
cession is said to have been hereditaty « From 
frequent wars with their neighbours^ particularly 
witib the Aquamboes^^n inland people, the Accras 
were so reduced and divided, that they were ulti-* 
mately subdued by that nation : great slaughter 
and desolation were committed; and the vttn« 
quished fled with the utmost precipitation for sue* 
cour and for refuge, to different places. The 
royal famiily with their attendants escaped to 
l^apo; some fled to the Crepee and Fantee 
countries J others secreted themselves in woods 
and remote places along the coast : and when the 
fury of pursuit and the heat of revenge were 
abated in their enemies, they settled under the 
iPDrtuignese (now a Dutch) fort j where they re- 
mained unmolested. 

The present extent of Accra is from the river 
Saccomo, about eight miles westward from Fort 
James, to Temma, a village situated on the sea- 
shore ; the whole extent of it is about twenty^six 
miles in lengthy and from twelve to twenty in 
breadth. The English and Dutch towns of 
At^cra, although separately built, are connected 
in every other respect^ and may be considered 
fme large town, united by family-affinity, by laws^ 
customs, and government ; and which can muster* 
about three thousand armed men. 

Prior to the present war, and to the abolition of 

a 



ilie l^ye-trade, a rast trade was carried <m al 
Accra by many nations. Here mij^ be aeen a 
eoniox of Aahantees, Akims, Aquafoms, Fantees, 
Aqoamboesy Crepees, and eyen a remote inland 
people who went under the apf>eUatioBi of Dun- 
eoea; a name given by the Fantees to men, 
whose country is not known, or who come a long 
way from the interior : this term Dtmcoe^ in its 
literal meaning, signifies an ignorapt feUow, or, 
as the Fantees express it, a bufsh-man. 

Eastward from Accra town, lies the Panish. 
eaatle Christiandforff. It is a strong but irregu- 
lar fertification, situated about three n^ikafirom 
Fort James; contig^u^ to. which, is a toMrn 
ealled Ussu. Ghristiansborg was originalky bnilt 
1^ the Portuguese, but the Danes enlarged and 
strengthened it, and buik a redoubt westward 
from the castle, to protect the town, and 'likewisA 
as. a check upon it, <m the event of a disposition 
to. revolt Christiansbosg was once, possessed by 
the Swedes, by the ilngUsh, andu even by 4he 
natives!! It forms the head-quarters of tha 
Damsh settlements in this country. They are aH 
inunediately imder the direction of the cdowo, 
and before the late changes took place in Eun^^ 
they were in a. very respectable condition. 
Among the officers who composed &e heads o#^ 
&e Service from time to time, were found, gen- 
tlemen possessed with a spirit for discovery and. 
improvement, not so clearly observable among 
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the !tert^lish or Batch. This distinction arose, 
j)rob^bly, ft6iki a eonfidende in being* re\rarded 
for their industry, or perhaps from some allure-^ 
ment exhibited by their goref-nment for such en- 
terprises** The Dutch ftre remarkable for hor- 
ticulture, with which the Danes hd-ve conjoined 8 
desire for culture in general. 



* Iiil799| agentlemaa, P.ThonftiQg^ was seat out hj/t 
the Danish government to inspect the capabilities of tibe 
country^ and make botanical researches : he was followed by 
another gentleman, H. Schmidt, for the like purpose^ These 
two gentlemen were fully competent to thd task ass^igfie^' 
.Aeitfy aiid doubtless made doM6 tMfdl addvarutfbK'disM-' 
veries^ both in botany and other mi^eets e<>nilecte€( mtHni^ 
tural history. The latter indeed did dot live to comj^fet^b hW 
purpose; but the former, on leaving the country, had dlsco^ 
vered forty-two new genera, and two hundre(f and four spe-« 
<5ies of plants* He like\<rise' made' a survey of the country 
thm Atcfa: to fbeYotist^^ 

We have already noticed, that Mr. Scbionnln^ fadd a* cbflt^' 
flidovable^laalation kilaiMl. Here foU(Avs a de8<5riptioa 6{ it 
in that, gentleman's own words : — *' Ip. October, 1808, Ipmt 
** some coffee-berries in the ground ; and in the following^ 
** June, I transplanted about sixteen thousand young trees t 
*' I have every year added to this stock ; and in Nov embe r 
*' last (1810), I had growing thirty-six thousand five hundred 
** healthy coffee-trees of different ages. Last year I had a 
^ nice crop ; and I am sure, that I should have had from 
** sixteen thousand to twenty thousand pounds weight of 
'^ cofiee this year, had not the Ashantee war put a stop to 
'^ my exertions4 I calculate upon a pound and a half an^ 
*' nually when the trees are four years old'. To keep my 

a 2 



220 

Three mileft from Ussii is a villagfe called La-^ 
badee ; which, with Ussu, can turn out about one 
thousand armed men. 

Six miles from Labadee lies Tossy ^ where the 
Danes have a redoubt, built in 1787, which 
mounts sixteen g^uns. 

Two miles further on is a small village called 
N%ng0% Labadee and Ningo were formerly 
very populous, and appear to have been indepen- 
dent states. Both towns were situated rather 
inland, and contained upwards of forty thousand 
men«. There iqfypears to have been a never-ceas- 
ingp eninily between them, which finaUy effected 
their ruin : the Accras interfered, and terminated 
their quarrels by reducing them to great distress, 
banishing them from the country, and destroying 
their towns. 

From Ningo lies Temmaf where the Accra 
country terminates ; it is a small town, and where 
the Dutch had forpierly a fort. 

From Temma lies Ponyy another small town. 
The Dutch had likewise a small fortification 
here. 



*' plantation in good order, one person is necessary to one^ 
** thousand trees* On high land the coffee-tree thrives much 
better than on level or marshy ground. High-land coffee 
is far superior in flbvour, but not so advantageous as the 
low-land coffee, which being much larger, is in course 
<« much heavier.?^ 
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Close to Pony was antiently a very large town, 
called Sigga. War destroyed it ; and there is 
no vestige of it remaining. 

Eastward from Pony, lies Pram Pram ; where 
the English had a small foit, called Vernon's 
Fort. It went to decay some years ago, and a 
redoubt was erected in the same situajtion in 1806 : 
but having been built with bad materials, and 
run up with much haste and less judgment^ it is 
now falling fast to decay. 

About six miles from Pram Pram is the town 
of Ningo ; where the Danes have a^compact fort» 
built in 1734, called Fredericksborg. It lies 
about thirty-five miles East from Christiansborg 
Castle * 



* About twelve or sixteen miles North from Ningo are 
two renBtarkable hillsy called Crabbo and Sheye, 

Crabbo hill, as it is commonly called, stands unconnected, 
and is almost perpendicular : it is a solid rock» covered with 
mould and some large timber ; it is very fertile, and abounds 
with^ plenty of sweet water, even at its summit. The inha- 
bitants, who (as Mr. Schionning remarks) are deceitful, cruel, 
and revengeful, subsist mostly by tilling the ground and cul- 
tivatiQg the palm-tree. They are governed by a chief, and 
ean muster about two thousand five hundred fighting men : 
their hill is their fortress, to which they retire on the ap- 
l^roach of an enemy, and consider themselves invincible. 
The Ashaatees were twice defeated by them, in August last 
(1811). 

The hill of Sheye is not so high, nor so fertile as Crabbo : 
it is situated about twelve miles North of Pony, and has 






iProia Ningo until we get to A4da^ n clu4aac6 
of thirty-six mifest theife is i^o towHy not evea 
shelter for a traveller. A^lt k situated on ths 
left bank of the Rio Y olta, and at about six miles 
^m its looatb* The town i«^ not an island, as is 
generally supposed, and a3 it is erroneously laid 
^W4 W w^e obarto* Here is a Banidi fi»rt, 
Iwttt in 1788, called Kongensteett : it ia a vegukt 
iquare with four bwtions^ and mounting twenty** 
four guns. The town q£ Adda conteioa about 
9^ Ijhouscaid men. 

The Adampe coob^, which oommeneea at 
l^ony, ends here : it difbrs. m sonue degree from 
Accra^ both in language s^nd religious custonuu 
This country is rather barren than fertile : omn 
is only produced once a year, and affords but a 
scanty supply to the inhabitants ; who likewise 



tMl. M.. "l J IJ  il.i t . ' r ' "  ' ' l U II P I U 



plenty of spring-wafer. The mba))itaiits are suppoi^^d h^ ' 
agriculture, and the manuiiicture of earthen-war.e» which 
consists chieQy pf pots^ of different si^^es and i^qus ; and ta 
nf hich purpose the nature of the clay i$ peculiarly adapted. 

It is necessary to notice another rem?g: kable hiU» which 
^es between Crabbo and Aquamboe, and at the dietanoe of 
about twenty-six miles N. N. £. from Ningo. It ig called 
JVntVf and is t^e highest land in this part of iUric^* In oJLeai! 
weather it may be seen a considerable distance from the seai, 
it is not inhabit^* nor is it covered with snow* It is er- 
roneously called Crabbo-hiU ; and in the African Piloti and: 
in charts, it i» called Great Nmgo. The Volt« flows at its 
1^^ a^d reDdf^ it abuiidaAtly fc»:tile. 
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cultivate gronnd-beansy cassada, aad ei^halliiti^ 

and attend to the breeding of sheep and poultry* 

Neither is much useful tim()er produced here } 

i(ftBe fit for fumitiffe may be procured, but even 

#f that the supply is scanty. This country, like 

Accra, is open, and abounds with extensive plainsi 

beautifully interspersed vi^ith trees and bus^i)^ 

There is no considerabk^ high land to be observedi 

ftkcepting what we have taken notice of; but 

Aiany gentle acclii'ities, crowned with trees and 

shmbs, not onl^ givfe the country a Hch picturesqno 

ippi^aranee, but afford concealment to a variety of 

gatae, such ai? deer, antelopes, hares, pheasants^ 

^isea-fewk, partridges, pigeons, doves, Scd 

The banks of the river abound \^ith a variety oC 

iMjfudtic bir<ls. Thbce is gieat scarcity of good 

#drt;er liffougbout this country ; ^hich is no small 

iffitoonvenience to the inhabitants. Adampe, a» 

^eH as Accra, is capable of producing cotton to 

higif perfection, but no other colonial produce, to 

any great extent : the soil is not rich, nor mols^ 

enfough for sugar-cane, ot coffee : a species of the 

indigo plant groHvs spontaneously threughout the 

country. 

As to 4^e eharacter 6f the natives, we will setr 
it down in tted words of Mr. Schionning, a gen^ 
Uttm^n high in the Danii^ service ; and to whosif 
intelligent observations respecting this and coun- 
tries in the neighbourhood of the Volta, the writer 
is mureh' indebted. << Both i^eitioiis" (Aciciraand 
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Adampe), says that- gentleman, ^* are remaricaUy 
indolent, addicted to drankenness, laxuiy, false 
pride, avarice, deceit, &c« I am almost sure,*^ 
continues he, '' they are (exce^ing indolence) 
not so by nature, but have acquired these, in a 
gpreat measure from the Whites, whose manners 
they endeavour to adopt without the power oi 
discrimimiting between right and wrong/' 

Bio yoi«TA.<*--*The entrance of this river is 
about six miles below Adda, and about 
seventy miles from the English fort at Accra. 
From its rapidity, and from the tremeuAous 
breakers at the mouth of it, the Portuguese v^ 
i^ropriately bestowed upon it the name of 
Bio Votta. Although the entrance to this river 
kfidl of danger and difficulty, and cannot be 
safely attempted during the rainy season; yet 
we hear of an American brig having sailed into 
it *. The Yolta is broad at the entrance and 
^bove Adda, but not deep : it is however navL* 
gdble for small crafit nearly as far as Aquamboe ; 
ji distance of about a hundred miles from the 
sea, where rocks and small cataracts render a 
further ingress impracticable^ even' for small ca* 
noes. The tide ebbs and flows as far as Matfy } 
a distance of about forly miles from the sea, 
Sxe^ting Adda^ all the towns and villages 



f Vidii Chart sbeet to J>^f^'^ Hbtpiy of Pahomjr, 
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on the left bask of tibid river belonsf to tbe 
Cfepee country. 

On the opposite shore of the Yolta, and on 
ihe sea-side, lies another Danish fort called 
Prindsensteen : it wa» built in 1783, and is both 
•trcmg and handsome. 

' The Volta runs nearly north-west and south-' 
east, and separates the countries of Aquapim 
and Aquamboe. It takes its rise very likely 
in Ashantee, or, what is more probable, it 
Stty be a branch of the Tando^ a large river 
reported as^running to the eastward, and which 
ih^ Afihantees are obliged to cross in coming 
to the coast. The banks of the Yolta are 
Mned with an exuberance and a variety of tim- 
ber. The mangrove is the most remarkable, 
from the universal esteem the bark of it is held 
. in among the natives for tanning. 

The Volta, like the Nile, overflows its banks, 
and annually inundates a considerable tract of 
country. This annual inundation not only en- 
ridies the soil of this beautiful country, and. 
raiders it remarkably fertile, but is the source 
pf wealth to the inhabitants of Adda, and adja- 
cent Villages. When the waters recede, or are 
evaporated, they leave behind a thick bed of 
saline matter^ which is converted into salt by 
the heat of the sun, and sold to the people inland, 
. often at a great price. 
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AfttJAnM.'^We hmre remarked ih a pvta^ 
ceding pag^e of this Work, that to see this cmta4 
try to advanta^, we mast proceed a certAin 
distance inland; where we behold a vak dif^ 
ference in the soil, in the climate, and in th^ 
manners of the natives : and there is no pdit 
of Africa, perhaps, more conformable to the 
troth of those opinions, than the country whieb 
we are now about to describe. 

Aqtuqnm is a mountainous country, fbrteiil^ 
a regular continuation of hill and dale ; thM , 
former crowned with trees of an knmense sim j 
the latter enriched with every thing .which tile 
hand of nature, apparently, could bestow ttpoti 
it. It is bounded by Accra and Adampe t6 
the South and East, by Fantee to the West^ 
and to the North by the Rio Yolla. It contairi^ 
seventeen towns and villages^ ; all of them, e3&» 
cepting one, situated on the summits of moun- 
tains: which adds very much to the beautiAii 
scenery of the country. It abounds with thd 
purest water, which txxss down the hSAs from 
numberless springs,, that branch off in a vdandt^ 
of directions. To itse the words of Mr. ISchion-* 
ning. — ** 1 have been almost over the ti^holc^ 
country," says he ; " and as to beauty of pro^- 
spect, pleasing variety, and local advantages, t 
never saw any thitrg equal; nor can I compatffe 
any part of the world where I have been, to it? 
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in shorty yoit msEy compare it to whut poets 
dMCsihe when tliey depict mature in all hex 
elegance *." 

. The government of the country is vested in 
a chief ; who exercises bis power with an abso-- 
late sway : the people pay the most submissive 
oVedi^dce to his commands; and are particu- 
Iwly polite and kind to ^Europeans. The men 
ue rather of the middle size, cl^an and neat in 
their persons ; of bright natural parts, but ob« 
sliRate in l^eir oj^ions ; neither are they want« 
mg in courage. Agriculture is their chief sup^ 
pert ; and belbre the present war, they supplied! 
Accra and Adampe with almost all the neces^ 
SttPies of Mfe : — ^Aqviapim was in &et the granary 
of those countries. Their housesi are small, and 
low, but remarkably clean. Their chief trade 
consisted* in agricultural productions, which aU 
ways^ met with a ready sale, and for which they 
receiyed, ia return, salt, dried fish, gunpowder, 
ifen, guns, and cotton-manufectures. 

This country is capable of every kind of cul- 
tmition. Sugar-cane, if not checked in ifcr 
growth by ants, will grow to ^ luxuriant size j 



* According to the language of Miltoo, 

*' Nature here 
*' WantQu'd as in her prime, and play'd at will>. 
" Her virgin fancies pouring forth more sweet, 
^^ Wild above rule or art, enormous bliss.'* 
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coffee and other Colonial produce wonid als# 
grow here with success ; in short, for colonization^ 
a more desirable country cannc^t be found. The 
climate is healthy, and agrees particularly well 
with Europeans; as has been often proved* 
The mountains attract the clouds, which often 
distribute their watery contents over this country ; 
and this contributes not a little to the fertility 
of the soil. The temperature of the air is like- 
wise much improved from this cause. 

The country abounds moreover with medi* 
dual herbs and plants; and the doctors were 
known to perform wonderfiil cures merely by 
simples. ** Their medical knowledge/' says 
Mr. Schionning, ^' is not so extensive as our 
learned folks in Europe. An able physician, with 
us, must have systematically studied a vast num«* 
ber of disorders the human body is liable to ; 
and it is therefore no wonder if he be at times 
left in the dark, and that his memory fails him ; 
for it is extremely difficult to retain the prescribed 
arrangement, and method of cure of such a 
number of maladies. The Blacks are not so; 
a doctor, when applied to, will answer instantly : 
^ I have or have not medicine for this disorder ;* 
(t. e.) I have or have not studied this disorder. 
If he have not, he will leave you instantly : in 
thb contrary case, you are almost sure of being 
cured." ** When at my plantations I sent for a 
famous man in order to consult with him about 
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1^ disease some of my people were afflicted with. 
JHe answered instantly, * I don't know how to 
cure this/ ' What do you understand then ?' 
He replied : * I understand to cure dysentery, 

* eye-sickness, rheumatic swellings, pain in the 

• limbs, and sterility/ I employed him fre- 
quently since in the three first instances, and 
always with good success." i 

" I presume," continues Mr. Schionning^ 
** wheat would grow well in Aquapim ; all 
European garden-productions grow as well here 
as in Europe : it is impossible to rear sugar, on 
Account of the ants; they are almost every 
where; and where they are, they destroy the 
canes before they arrive to any perfection. I 
have been told, that there are some places in 
the mountains where these destructive insects are 
not met with. Here sugar-cane grows to an 
immense size ; but the inconveniences attending ' 
tiie carriage of it would be too considerable, to 
admit of any advantage." 

II. ASHANTEE CAMPAIGN. 

In February last (1811), a numerous army 
came from Ashantee under the command of a 
tnan called Apocu ; and after having marched 
through Akim, where they met with some loss, 
in various combats with the brave people of that 
country, they invaded Aquapim. Apocu m«t 
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very little resistance here ; all iSew before 
him ; the greater part went to Fantee, some to 
Crabbo hill, and the caboceer with his family to 
Adda. Apocu 'soon ascended the moimttifiSy 
and encamped with his army at 8beye : Ai^nee 
the army went to Adda in pursuit of the Aqnt- 
pim caboceer Qnaw. As soon as the Adda0 
understood that an Ashantee army wa« ap«* 
proachingy all the inktbitants left the tefwi^ and 
settled on an island in the Yolta; and QuaxT 
eommenced his march by private paths ba^k 
to Aqi«p». Apoeu Jga^T piUa^g Adda 
town, and for a time treated with the' AddM* 
about delivering Qnaw ; for the Ashanteeif 
would not believe that Quaw was returned. 

Whilst at Adda, the army committed na 
great outrages; governor Flindt and his g^«^ 
idson were treated with civility; and tlfb^ 
behaviour was acknowledged by Mr. Ftindt 
with various presents and acts of kindness, and 
he placed so much confidence in Apocu, and IrH' 
leading men, that he daily walked out and con- 
versed with them. This friendly intercourse conti- 
nued until the 2d of April last ; when, early in the 
mormng, the army broke up, and set the town 
an fire/ Mr. Flindt, at this period, being under 
m» appnehension. of danger, of treachery, vi^etft 
owfrto Apoeu, who foreed him to march with 
liMT: army. In the mean wfafle, liie scattered 
JApoafand Aquapims united', and being joined 
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\y some FanteeSy occupied the Aquapite momi'^ 
tains. When Apocu got intelligence of this^ he 
siavehed his army back to Sheye^ and encamped 
there a second time, preparing for an attack* 
He soon ascended the mountains in search of 
the- enemy; but by superior yigilancey and ^ 
better knowledge of the coiuitry, the oombiwd 
fturces were not only enabled to make good 9k 
second retreat, but to annoy the advanced guard 
^f the Ashantees, whenever it approached. This 
i&^kctul sort of warfare was continued for soma 
lime ; during whicl^, owing to fatigue, and th« 
bad and brackish water at Adda, the Ashanteesi 
lost many men* Elated in some degree by Uii» 
misfortun.e> the confederates resolved to hazard n 
bMtle ; and accordingly, some time in June, they 
marched forward to oppose the Ashantees., A 
battle was fought,, which every r^ort says waa 
sev^e I night only putting an end to the con^^ 
flid; and both armies separated in the dark. 
The confederates however retreated, (the Fanteea 
with their accustomed bravery having set tha 
example ;) which left the palm of victory to tlM^ 
Ashantees, who in course bec^uae CQnf|uer<»fa;« 
tfiough, indeed, they had no conquest to boasj^ 
Q^j if we. except the capture bf some haimdesa 
women and children, who Uved oonoaaledi im 
a large, cavern, and who. were treacheixiiisly btrr 
teayed by a PrsKm Pram woman. AU.th^. to^^aft 
and tillages of Aquapim were naw. t^uca^d^MlA. . 
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destroyed, and devastation spread itaeU rapidly 
throughout the whole country. Apocu, to com*- 
plete his conquest, invested the hill of Crabbo, 
where a strong body was encamped: he^'was 
however twice defeated here, and obliged to 
raise the blockade. He returned to Aquapim, 
where the army again encamped, and remained 
until the end of September ; when they directed 
their march back to Ashantee, or, as some reports 
say, to the Akim country ; where the army will 
remain until reinforced. Mr. Flindt remained 
with the Ashantee army, fcota the 2d of April 
to the 2d of September ; and in the course 
of that time, doubtless, experienced many privar 
tions : he was however well treated by Apocu, 
and the principal men; but frequently insulted by 
the common people ; (a circumstance which we 
might reasonably suppose). He lived with the 
g^iera), whose table vrss not indififerently pro- 
vided : when the army was encamped, he had 
his own hut or tent ; and when on the march, he 
had men appointed to carry him. The kindness 
and attention manifested by Apocu did not, 
however, incline him to liberate Mr. Flindt, 

r 

without a stipulated sum, amouiiting to 50 ounces 
or £200 in merchandize, which, ^with presents, 
and various expences, increased that sum to 
nearly double : so that this gentleman's confi« 
dence in the integrity and friendship of the 
iu^ii^ee general cost him nearly £400^ in addi* 
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probable that Apocir sitspeeted some ' colkisioif 
between tlie Aquapim caboceer and Mr. Flindt^^ 
for the escape of that person : otherwise^ we 
thmk^ that he would not have, put Mr. Flindt to 
such inconvenience and expence« . ' 

III. DISEASES AMONG THE 

NATIVES. 

It will doubtlei^ be expected, that something 
should be said of the Diseases incid<ental to the 
natives of the Gold-coast ; with their manner of 
treating^ them. But here we must confess, some 
difficulty presents itself; not so much in laying 
down the several diseases^ as the mannerdn which 
they are treated : for where Art is but little un- 
d^ittood and not cultivated, there is of course a 
vast deal of error and con&sion } Nature is very, 
often left in an undisturbed performance of hetf. 
ftincftions : and indeed her beneficence here is ^- 
puliarly observable. The women in general peN* 
form the office of the Surgeon, as well as of th# 
Hiysician : their manual operations are conned 
to scarifications and cupping; both of which 
they perform with much dexterity. Their man- 
ner qt selecting different roots and herbs, and 
dieir choice of them, difcover 90 mean knoW'- 
Ifedge in botany t there is scarcely a plant With» 
put its peculiar vittw among them* Thitr mf*^ 

It 
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4ical knowIe4ge is confined within tbe femAf, 
iAd IS seldom imparted to more than one^ Mrho 19 
moally a female. The men who profess a know-i 
kdge in this way, are more hold in their practice 
than the women» and they may be justly consider^ 
ed in the same light as oiir mountebank^-dQctoifs,^ 
They are supposed Ito perform wonderful cures ; 
and deceive their patients by their expertness and 
pretended knowledge. These men are ranked 
among the Fetish-men, and impose very much 
upon the crednlous and sid^nlitious. iWhea a 
pason ia suddenly seized with pain, in Uie :head, 
back/ breast, or sides, it ia oilsn m^ted to die 
inAoence of some malign power. In snch eaaav 
^ptication is made to tkase men.;, who^ with* 
mach ceremony, and to tha great . satiafeistiasu 
ei the a£9icted, extract: friMn the. part ^ siq>poft« 
•d cause of theit misery^ whick perhaps i&afsae^ 
of bone; hron^ a small craK a. spider, aciscma 

iMCCt.  f .': * 

Otte of the soUi^ra banging. tOi tho.fiNit*ali 
Wtnnebah, wasi tak^i ill wiAh a^ fevei;, fromi 
vrUcli he recovered, though mudi^reilaoedbyiidM 
idolence of the disorder. He qpe morning <ioak^ 
plained to the Burgeon oi a pain m his b&side^ 
and he administered something to him :. iim aft^ 
{lioation,- however^ did not espel ^ei.pain aSk 
cjftiritddy as.dfe man: wished. : This soldier, it mnstr 
be obsdjn^l(,as a native 1 he told tbe.sdrgeen/^lbiiii 
sotflt itale^^ago^ he w^vseiaed^wkh a simil^itpain^ 
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aiid tllat he applied to a iP^^sli-mttfi in town^'Wtfft 
^okfrott tbd pttrt aimalt fly ; which privatidh in-^ 
ttHntatieoufidy rtelieTed him. The surgeon *fierc<^iv-i 
ing^ Ifrefife was Afiudh of ima^tiary ailineht in' thii 
c»^;tfdVis£d the sOldtet* to apply ik) ihe ^me thto 
a^ain, afnd for send for him wheit ihb other itvli 
about t6 perform his cure. The soldier got #ell 
in a few days ; bvrf tibte i\ltg6aifs ttiriosity WAS 

it htfs bfedtf ailready observed, fhfet the WdiAtjtf 
(ifediifotefy persevere in tfee freqnfeVit Hiel of a c&i^-^ 
taitt i>petatioiJ which excludes the necessity df 
l^fliti^e mediicines. In cbnseqtience of tlnsj;' fHii^ 
tiLitehdies are scarcely ereir known amoh^ ili^i 
titet thiii- practice has one bad tendency, it iiXMei 
the ri^ctum aiid sphincter ahi, and iauses (profcfi** 
My) c6n$'ti|)iBttions. It would be^ the heigM of 
iiidfecehcyi in ^is country,' for man* or wdiSi^ 
(but esipecially tlfe latter) to accusfcoin^ thcnftelv<fiF 
to einiidfafions : • indeed^ tfiey W<^ufd Becoi&rdefiff 
with abhorrence. '- 

/SjMc^ifeitJMdMi If the pe^tteular Bikcmsv ' 

Mdls^^sWtUe'iisCtJVes are aMicted' li^'ith, dnd i^ 
g:^erany <:oiisldbi>6d' idicaraBiy ; in' s6^ plkc^/ 
i^ is' ^ppb's^ ddtktagibar, dnd tK^ udfurtibliti^ 
stlffyi'ei^ «t>i ^^blttddd froili sbde^. I HaVe :^n 
tf I^Tdmaii ^*lio wiiS verf ^Hck afilcf^'^tli itV 
hclrey^lidft; Kpsi jfiid^ttdsfe; v^er^ dfestVBje'Jl'; tli«' 

It 8 



236 • 

metacarpal bones of both handtf were in a state 
of corrosion, and the joints in general appeared 
to be affected : yet in othet respects, this poor 
woman seemed to enjoy good health ; she suffer- 
ed no pain; her appetite was good; and as she 
was obliged to {provide for her own wants, she 
was very active : the only inconvenience she ap^ 
peared to endare, was from the flies, which were 
continually swarming about her. The effects of 
tins disease are sometimes mild, and confined to 
the hands and feet, and, if early attended to, it 
may be cured. The natives use in such cases, 
vesicating and excoriating substances, which, 
with the effects of the disease, seldom fail to de- 
stroy the external skin, and pedhaps the internal, 
and leave an indelible white mark which de- 
notes the Iqpra gageorum. This species of le- 
pro^, we believe, is not contagious, as persons 
most closely connected with the afflicted object, 
and dwelling in the same habitation, have been 
known to escape uninjured. 

2. YAWS.-<-This is an infectious, but not a 
common disease ; and is never radically cured : 
it may for a time be restrained, but it soon makes 
its appearance agaiti. — The yaws appear in white 
crusted spots on the skin, the face, the arm-pits^ 
imd g^n3; and sometimes spread and coalesce. 
. 3. EucPHANTiASis. — ^This Ls another incura-, 
ble disease, and a most, extraordinary one ; fer 
the legs are commonly the seat of thft^ disease,. 
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and generally only one leg is affected, which then 
has the appearance of a clumsy deformed log, 
swelled to an enormous size, and does not yield 
to pressure. The other leg is commonly of the 
natural size and shape, which not only adds to 
the deformity of the affected one, but, if possible, 
gives it a more ugly appearance. 

4. Small-Pox. — When this disease appears 
among the natives, it never fails to cause great 
ravages. In some parts of the Coast, when it is 
discovered, they inoculate, particularly at Accra ; 
and the puncture is made on the left wrist. Last 
year (1811), this disease broke out with great 
violence at Accra. The European residents ino- 
culated in the usual way, and with g^at success^ 
almost the whole of the natives who had not had 
the disease. I believe the natives in general ap-^ 
ply no remedy whatsoever to the small-pox : they 
remove those who are afflicted with it, to a remote 
place, where they are left to the care of Provi- 
dence. 

5. GtJiNBA-wORM. — This is confined to the 
natives of the sea-coast : if it be known inland; 
it has been contracted on the coast, where it is 
received in consequence (as is generally suppos- 
ed) of drinking pond or puddle water. There is^ 
however, no disease peculiar to this country, that 
is more extraordinary, and admits of more spe- 
culative ' enquiry than the Guinea-worm. It as 
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^ajp^ble 9f affordb^ fhe ingeniow naturalist and 
medical researcher, much profitable ^qi^usement : 
it is not confined to the natives ; I hayq ki^own 
three gentlemen in the Service, who have IfiA 
Guine^worms in their legs. Mr. Johaanes 
Meyer, a clergyman, ii\ th^ Dan)sli sf rvicei ^adf 
in 1794, two wormi} exti^i^^ ^pmh\f Igg^i Que 
^p^Tfd, t^tt^i^^ tlj^ p^r ^isq %^, ,I>ai«sh 
ljl?^j§ure J ^hiph is J^^ec njor^ ^n tl^^ %grlish. 

f^V. ^9^ ^f ^^^ ^f^*^ Jfr^sfirxe^ in .spirited 
M^ s^t to penmaTk ; ^jhe^e they ^c^^^ j^ucb, 
cu^^ity, aqd vfere hpnoi^red i^iij/^^ jjlftce jft %^ 
llo^al Muse^^. Mr.^yeris.i^)^ djj^ph^ 
his clerical fi^ctip^a^ ii^ l^oipa^, wher^, ijr^ P^^-' 
sun^e, he is u^ol^f t^d by , ^qinea-if 9^M^,; ^l- 
^Qugh iiy^e^ d, hpwev^r extraoirdina^ry it may ap* 
£^ar^ an instance is H,a9wn of a person b^ing 
affl^ted wi^ Gui^ea-v^Pnns ^fter leayi^ng . this^ 
country. One of the thre^ gentlemei^ h^ffiW. 
alluded to, afteif a residence of about twel^ve. 
months in England, had a Guinea-worm taj^ei^ 
oul^ of one. of his legs. It is. singular, t^at the 
legs should be particularly marked out, as the 
seat of the Guinea-worm, but they ar^ found 
occasionally in every part of the body. 

In almost every part of the sea-Qoast, the na-^ 
t^vQs are constrained to use very wpure v^ater; 
and aft^r the rains, eyery standing pool abounds 
with, such numbers; o{ a^nimalcules, that the water . 
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irom these^.pooLi no longer possesses the natural 
qualities of that fluid : it is a composition of wa- 
ter and animal and veg^etahle substance, in a Ur- 
ing and putrescent state. Water. iSkos' strongly 
impregnated with animalcules and vegetable 
matter, and received into the stomach, must pro- 
duce isfome ill-effect. But whether the gastric 
fluid is iavourable to the existence of such ani« 
niale\iles, is a question 'vte will le^te ht others ixi 
discuss. We may however takef ti6tice, that it ii 
teoerteined, ** the gastric juice does not act as 
^femotent, it is\ a powerful antiseptic, anderett 
itstdres flesh already puti^efied." Admitting theti, 
that it does not desrtroy, but favours the genera- 
tion of tho^e animalcules, ihasmuch as to allow 
them to cotined; and form a worm, similar to the 
one in question; Why does it not pass oflF by 
the intestines ? Can the worm possibly woA its 
way through the cavity of the abdomen, and get 
to llie legs, without danger, pain, and, to say the 
least pf it, without great inconvenience to the 
Uttflfercr ? Without going farther, there are suffi- 
cient objections against Guinea-worms being pro- 
duct fVom ittipure water received into the sto- 
mach : although indeed that it is the case, appears 
tery plausible from the following observati6ns of 
^r. Sdiiomiifag. 

** I. From Accra down to the Rio V6lta, aQ 
classes of people suffer cruelly from Guinea-worm^ 
and ai*e frequently maimed miserat>Iy. 
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^ A. From Accra to Rio Yolta then is not one- 
drop of good water to be bad, but standings or 
stagnated water, alut$ pit-water. ^ 

^^ II« In Aquapim there are plenty of rivulets, 
wellsy and q>riDg8 j all water is pure and good 
every where, 

** B. Goinea^worm is never seen there, and 
hardly known by name, but by those who have 
Yisited the Sea^^Hmst and have imbibed the Gui^ 
nea^worm, vrith the bad wnter. ^ 

in. On the opposite shore of Rio Yoltay the 
iphitbitaiits as far as Aflahu have no other kind 
of water but what th^y procure in the following 
ilmpner : they dig a hole on the sandy beacb^ 
Bjnd clear and tolerably good water issues from 
the bottom pf it, often uot three yardt^ from the 
oceap. 

** C. AH these people are never attacked by 
Guinea-worm, 

*^ lY. At Aflahu the inhs^bitanta' suffer daily 
from Quinea-worm. 

• >  

r 

^* JD, The ifihabitants of this place use standn, 
i»g water, 

^^ y, From Aft^hu to Popo, Guiiiea*worm is 
common from the sw^e cause. 

^ YI. At Popo you will ugain find filtered 
water, or water procured near the seai as related 
fljbovej and no Guinea-worm. 
^ ** VU. In the interior, you will never find the 
0iiill0a.woirm where there is a flowing strean^ 
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nd wells; but 'where there are standing pools^ 
that at least twice a year most stagnate^ the Ghii- 
nea*worm is sore to rage cruelly/' 
. From the foregoing^ observations^ it ig evident 
that the Guinea-worm is the oflbpring of bad 
wat^ ; but in what way the worm is propi^ated, 
is worthy of enquiry. Persons conversant with 
Anatomy, will (perhaps) deny the probability of 
its being nurtured in the stomach or intestines, and 
afterwards appearing on the surface of the body : 
neither will they encourage an opinion, that the ^ 
worm is received into the circulating fluid, and 
finds its way in that manner to the loprer extre- 
mities. How then is it formed ? I answer, ihnt} 
U is not formed in the stomach, cm* intestines, but 
introduces itself externally, lodges in the intersti« 
oes of the muscles, and there increases, insinuat- 
ing itself along the course of the muscles, until it 
becomes of such a length, as no longer to bear 
confinement, and at length forces its viray through 
the skin* Those who go to the pools for water, 
receive the worm in this manner, it causes no un* 
^annessi no inflammation ; a circumstance rather «- 
strange, and which favours an (pinion of its ova, 
or animalcules, being received by absorption. 
Others receive the worm by infection, that is, by 
bringing any part of the body (which conomonly 
happens to be the legs) in contact with the part 
nffeetedf It was in this way^ that the three gen^ 
tl^meii b^ore mentioned became affected with 
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Chiuiea^wontt, or (to explain it m^0 dearly) ^kfif 
■keping with their women, when dieic legs weM 
diseased. Thas Gainea-wmm may be comttitniiM 
cated from one peirson to another, withcrat the in- 
tervention of water : but then the worm mtuil 
have found its way throu§^h the skin, and formed 
a sore, otherwise the ova, or animalcules, of the 
worm, oannot possibly be absorbed. 

To the naked eye, this vi^orm appears 00 bi^-^ 
g0f than a large woollen thread, rather flattened, 
and of a whitish appearance. Before it protrudei^ 
Ibrough the skin, it causes much pain, and an it^ 
flammatoi^i tumour is fefmed on the part (dirdni^ 
^■diich the worm will appear. When H appekrs^ 
the uativea get a dip of wood, which tbejf ^ppl^^ 
to dttt sore ; and when the worm comes in CM-^ 
tact with it, they* twiist it carefully, to aifir to g^ 
the worm round it : affter which, they let it hang; 
md the weight of it i» supposed to dra# flM? 
worm out faster Hi&n it oAharwiSe wdvdd cettie; 
md in tiiis atat^ tAJey allow the worm to>rem^Ai 
until the whole of ife comes out. If it t^ppjidA US 
get divided^ that part remaining in the fleiihtWill 
icecede^ and perhaps wilt iiot appear for mme 
months. If tlie extracting of these worms biO' 
not carefully managed, they cause much pain an^ 
inflammation, and rery often produce bad and^ 
dmgerous soi'es. 

6. Eni^rgbd ScROTtTM*. — Aj» lie Gkiinea*' 
wwm is suf^sed to be produced iu contseq^Eieiiee^ 
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ttf.dniikia^ impure water; ao. this disorder it 
fop|K>86d to be hfought od, by an immoderate 
Me of palm*wiiie. We have oaUed it enlarged 
sofotum ; but the Faculty would piorhaps term it 
mifPCBoeU. Th^ enlai^ment is so"" great iu some 
persons, that they feel much inconvenieBce, and 
Mimot walk without difficulty. 
' 7. DirSBNTERY.^-^This disease, so dangerouA 
and fatal in warm climates, is healed by the na. 
^TeSy with n^ore success than might be iBoagine^* 
Theip plan is to empty the bowels by ch-ais^ie pup* 
gativ^aj after which, they introduce astringent 
and stimulating c)y<sters« They keep tbemselvea 
warm, and frequently embrocate the loins and 
belly wjth a coa^Qsitien of pefq[>er; they also 
Biake use of suppositories. 

%. 0(BHTHAiJifiA.-^This IB Dot a. common dis* 
ease in the coi;ntvy ; it is, however, at some seasons 
levy troublesonjie j and asise^ chiefly from aoei- 
dental causes-: it is also brought on by excess. 
The^Bi^ves use topical i:emedies only : Ihey draw 
bloed froiD^ the templea and forehead, and drop 
lim^<-juiceanlia the eye. This application is pro«« 
duotlYe o£ much paia; but i^ sustained witil 
amazing fortitude. 

9. Fevbbs. — These are most prevalent after 
tl^e periodical rains ; ai^d if we except ext^roal 
^ppliQatiops, they are usuaUy left to thiQ c.air# q| 
i^tuf e* The natives use frequent ajblutiona witk 
warm water ; *after which, the body is rubbed 
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over with certain herbs. If the head and jcrinta 
be afiected, a composition of pepper, lime-juice^ 
&e. is applied ; and when the person is free from 
fever, the bark of a certain tree^, to which they 
impute the virtue of a restorative, is used in the 
same manner. 

10. Rheumatism, and InternaIi In« 

Fi«AMMATiON. ^The former is a common 

complaint, and is successfully healed by warm 
applications, and warm clothing. During; 
the rainy season, and after it, the latter prevail 
very much. Pleurisies, and diseased lungs, are 
likewise general complaints in that season. 

Poisons.— In concluding our description of 
the diseases among the natives, it becomes us to 
say something of the Poisons of the country.—^ 
This is a subject that is treated by many in an 
absurd and extravagant manner ; and by others 
it is considered too insignificantly, and as unwor«' 
thy of attention. That the natives are acquaint- 
ed with poisons, is well known among us in this 
country; and that they employ them to their 
puqposes of revenge, can be pretty well attested : 



* The tree from which this bark is taken» grows inland : 
the bark is rough, and of a brown colour ; the taste of it 
lesembles more, what is called Wmter's Bark^ thaa the 
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but in saying this much, let it not be thought, that 
the natives can cause their poisons to act in that 
slow, and I may add imperceptible manner, whicl^ 
is too credulously believed by many, and vrhich 
merits reprobation. They are totally unacquaint- 
ed with mineral poisons ; but they have^ a suffi- 
cient knowledge of those of the vegetalble kind ; 
and these are chiefly of the narcotic class. The 
ordeal of the country is a poison ; and, as has 
been already noticed in our description of ApoU 
Ionia, page 63, it powerfully acts as such. 
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JL HE Portuguese being the first who discovered 
the coast of Africa, they built one fort on the 
island of Arguin, on the North coast ; another^ 
called St. George del Mina, on the Gold-coast ; 
and a third at a place called Loanga St. Pauls, 
on the coast of Angola, to the southward of the 
Equinoctial line : by virtue of which possessions, 
they not only claimed, and for many years enjoy- 
ed, the right in and to all the said lands and 
copntries, but likewise seized and confiscated the 
9hips of all other nations, as often as they found 
any of them trading on any part of the said 
coast. 

About the- latter end of the reign of Edward 
the Sixth, some London merchants fitted out the 
first English ships that ever traded to Guinea j 
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lad ilk t)i€ leigQ i>f Queen Mary^ and for the firKi 

fi^H or tw^ve years of Queen Elizabeth^ sundry 

9t|)ier, private ships were fitted out for the same 

{larts: but the. English not having as yet any 

Mttlements or plantations in the West Indiesp 

and, consequently, no occasion for Negroes, such 

ships traded only for gold, elephants'4eeth, and 

Malaguetta pepper ; and all such voyages were 

undertaken and performed at the hazard of losing 

the ships and cargoes, if they fell into the hand9 

gf the Portuguese, without the least ground to 

hope for any redress or^ satisfaction for the same. 

. Queen Elizabeth, in the 80th yex of her reign, 

being then at war with Spain and Fortagal, 

ar/^ted a Company for the better discovering, 

and caarrying on the gum-trade, from the north-* 

^Knmost part of the river Senegal, and from and 

withia that river,, all along that coa^, unto the^ 

SQUth^nmost part of the river Gambia, and witb- 

in the same} and granted unto them the sole 

traide in, to, and from the said rivers and coun^ 

tiMSy for a qertain. tarin of years t with prohibi*^ 

tMH ta all othei?i^ her subjects to trade to tha sama 

places^ OB pain of forfeiture of shi^ and gooda ^ 

m4 thdpa; were the first English merdbanta who- 

ew tvad^ tar tke^ coast of Africa, hy ajad.undec 

tka wthority andv piotectam of the. Crowns .<tf • 

QmiM^ Britain^ 

Ii^ the reign 0(f . Jaoies tha First and hii^aaiacaa*:^ 
mt CihariiW^aaA during the> time of t]|f.U«i}9^> 
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tioiiy sundry penons were encouraged by public 
nuthority^ to trade to other parts of Africa^, and 
to take snch measares for the better carrying* on 
and improving the same^ as they should judge 
most proper. In pursuance whereof, they built 
one fort at Cormantine, on the Gold-coast, and 
another in the river Gambia, on the North coast : 
and these were the only places of consequence, 
which the English were in possession of at the 
Restoration. 

The States-general of die United Provinces 
observing, as we may imagine, the measures 
taken in England for the encouraging of a trade 
to Africa, did also, about the year 1621, erect 
and establish a company, which they called the 
West-India Company ; and, for their encourage^ 
ment, g^nted unto them all the lands and coun* 
tries which they could conquer or gain possession 
of in Africa, from the Tropic of Cancer to the 
Cape of Good Hope, and in America, from the 
southernmost part of Newfoundland to the 
Streights of Magellan, and La Maire, on tfie 
East side; and from thos^ streights to Uie 
Streights of Anian, on the West side, with the 
whole trade, and right of trading into and frote 
all such lands and countries ; and also with pro^ 
lubition to all others their subjects to trade to or- 
frequent them, or any of them, under the severest 
penalties. Whereupon the said Company appti* 
^ themselves to the making of divers impovtaHi 
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conquests in Brazil and Africa ; and such success 
attended their arms, especially in Africa, that, in 
the year 1637, they took the strong fortress of St. 
George del Mina, on thq Gold-coast ; and in a 
year or two more, all the other Portuguese forts 
and settlements, on the same coast : all which 
places were afterwards yielded to them by the 
treaty of truce and navigation, concluded (anno 
1641) between ihe Crown of Portugal and the 
States. 

Prom this time, and in virtue of these posses- 
sions, thus taken from and yielded by the Portu- 
guese, the Dutch West-India Company took upon 
themselves to claim the sole right in and to all 
the lands and countries in Africa, from Cape 
Palmas to Cape Lopez, comprehending all the 
Gold-coast, — ^Whidah, and sundry other great 
and populous countries on each side of them. 
And, although the English had built a fort at 
Cormantine, and settled factories at other places 
on the Gold-coast, before the Dutch had made 
the said conquests ; and had, therefore, as good 
a right and title as themselves to a free trade at all 
places on the same coast, not in their actual posses* 
sion or occupation : yet from this time forward^ 
the Dutch West-India Company always kept one 
or two cruizers on the coast, whose chief business 
was to watch all such English ships as came to 
trade there, and to follow them Trom place to 
place ; and either to lie between them and the 

s 
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shore, and intercept their trade with the natives, 
or to frighten them o£f the coast and ruin their 
voyages, or to seize and carry them to St. 
George del Mina; and this not only \irhere 
such ships were found trading on the Gold-coast, 
at places near any of the Dutch Company's 
forts and settlements, but also 'at places several 
hundreds of miles distant from them. 
. King Charles the Second, soon after his resto- 
ration, being made acquainted with the preca- 
rious state to which the trade of his subjects iu 
those parts was reduced, and having likewise 
received mtoy complaints touching the inter- 
ruptions given . to, and depredations committed 
upon, the ships of this nation, by the Dutch 
West-India Company, on the coast of Africa; 
it became necessary to considw not only of a 
proper method for protecting and securing the^ 
trade for the future, but likewise in whs^ man- 
ner reparation might be obtained for such 
damages and depredations. 

For the first ; it being now evident that the 
sihgle and separate endeavours of private En- 
glish merchants were by no means sufficient to 
contend with the united power and interest of 
the Dutch West-India Company in those partsi 
of the world, and the Engljish having found 
by former experience in the East Indies, what 
little stress was to be laid on any treaty that 
might be concluded between the two Nations 
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in Europe, for the securitjr of sucli a distaBt 
branch of our trade ; the only chance which his 
Majesty bad left. for maiatainiug and defending 
the right of fats subjects to a free and unmolested 
trade im Afriea^ against the pretensions and en- 
croachments of mch a rival, was to incorporate 
end unite such of his own subjects as i^uld 
be willing to engag;^ in the said trade, into 
one body ; and to grant unto them such powers, 
privileges, and encouragements, as the circum- 
stances of the trade $tt that time required : which 
was accordingly done by letters-patent under the 
great-seal of England, bearing date the 10th 
x)f January, 1062 ; and the a»id united body of 
Bnglish merchants was called The Company 
of Royal ^dventurera of England, trading to 
Africa. As to the second;^ bin Majesty was 
pleased to cause a particular account of the 
damages complained of to be drawn up, and 
transmitted to his envoy »t the Hague, with 
orders to demand and insist upon full repara- 
tion £or the same. But neither the one nor the 
other of tiiese steps had the desired effect : for, 
in Holland, the States started «o many diffi- 
x;ulties, and made such ddays, that no sat^fac^ 
tion could be obtained for any past injuries. 

Nothing is tiiore evident than that the chief 
iriew 4kf the Dutch at this time, and for somo 
years before, had been to exclude the English 
^ipttirely from the trade to Africa, and to engross 

B2 
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the same wholly to« themselves. And it is 
equally apparmit, that the value vtrhich they, then 
set upon this trade viras such, that, rather than 
consent that the English should enjoy a share 
thereof peaceably and quietly, they made it their 
choice to stand all the hazards, and to bear all 
the inconveniences of a war vi^ith England. But, 
however, it so fell out, that the event did not 
answer their expectations ; for, in spite of all the 
efforts of the Dutch, the English Company 
kept their footing in Africa ; and by the third 
article of the treaty of peace concluded at Breda, 
anno 1667, it was mutually agreed, that each 
party should keep and enjoy all such lands, 
islands, towns, fortresses, places, and colonies, 
as during that war, or before, the one had by 
force of arms, or otherwise, taken i^om the other* 
And in virtue of this article, the Dutch West- 
India Company kept possession of the English 
fort at Cormantine, and the Royal African Com- 
pany kept possession of the castle at Cabo Corso, 
which they had, by the assistance of Admiral 
Holmes, re-taken from the Dutch before the war 
began, and to which they had an undoubted 
right. 

But the stipulations of this treaty, in favour 
of the English Company, were by no *means 
sufficient to enable them to bear up against 
the many difficulties they had to struggle with. 
They had found it extremely difficult to per- 
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suade people to come in at firsts and be con* 
cerned with them in so precarious a trade ; by 
which means, their stock was much too small 
for such an undertaking : they had been obliged 
to be at great charges in Africa, and they had 
met with many severe losses by captures and 
otherwise at sea, during the war, and, for want 
of sufficient stock to begin with, they had con- 
tracted a large debt at home* And as under 
these circumstances, they were so far from being 
able to carry on and improve their trade, or to 
make any new acquisitions, that it was with the 
utmost difficulty they could maintain those places 
which they had'' still in their possession :— For 
extricating themselves, therefore, out of these 
and the like difficulties, as well as for opening a 
way for others to undertake the care,management9 
and iinprovement of so valuable a trade vnth 
more success, they consented and agreed, in con- 
sideration of s^ certain sum of money, which was 
to be paid unto them by another Company then in- 
tended to be established, to smrender their charter 
to the crown, and to assign and transfer all their 
estate, property, interests, and effects in Africa, 
and elsewhere, unto the said new Company. 
His Majesty likewise approving of this^ as the 
most proper expedient, as well for doing justice 
to the Company of Royal Adventurers, as for 
the better preserving and enlarging the trade 
to Africa, was thereupon pleased to accept of the 
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said sttrrender ; afid hj his letters^paieiit umAemf 
the greaf-seal of Eogland, bearing date the filth 
day of September, 1672, to establish aiid incor^ 
porate the Idte Royal African Company of 
England, and to grant nnto them, all the lands^ 
coontries, havens, roads, rivers, and other places 
in Africa, irom the port of Bailee, in South 
Barbary, to the Cape of Good Hope, for th^ 
term of one thousand years ; with the intire 
trade and traffic into and froiii the said ^otmtries 
and places^ with prohift>ition to all others his 
subjects, to visit or frequent the same without 
the licence of the said Company : and also with 
such other powers and privileges, as were then 
judged proper and necessary, for enabling them 
to Undertake so hazardous land chargeable n 
Vrork. 

Hereupon the nfew Company provided proper 
books to take subscHpCions in, and kept them 
open for" nearly twelve months, aftid - itivited all 
His Majesty *s stibjects who pleased td become 
adventdrers lvith> theiH^ and to Inibscribe for 
what sums they thought £t, -t6t4^<irds i^istng a 
soficient joint-stock for retf ibvitig the said trade 
out of the precarious condition in whi6h it then 
wikB ; and for the better iSfecUrfkig and enlarging 
the same for the futtire* But so backward and 
fearful were merchants and others, i(t this time, 
to ht cttikicemed therein, that iill the Stibsei^ 
tims tfaey could get froti ftU partii of tlte kitog* 
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doip) amounted only to the sum of £111,100. 
With this* stocky however small it was, this 
Company applied themselves, with all possible 
vigour, to pursue the ends of their establish- 
ment *. 

At this time, tlfe Dutch West-India Company 
were in possession of the strong fortress of St. 
George del Mina ; smd of the English fort at 
Cormantine, called Fort An^sterdam : and they 
had likevfise another, nam^d Fort St. Anthony^ 
at Axim ; another called Fort St. Sebastian, oh 
the river Chamah ; a fifth called Fort Nassant^ 
at Mouree ; a sixth called Crevecceur, at Accra ; 
and a seventh^ named Fort Conraadsburg, at St. 
JagOy within gun-shot of StC George del Mina ; 
all on the Gold-coast, and lying very com- 
modiously to co-operate with and assist one 
»noih^ in case, of need. The Danes were in 
possession of one small hut impregnate fott 
(aft^wards called Fort Royal), on the top of a 
hftU, wiliKm gun-*shot of Cape Coast ; and of 
anoth^ at Accra, to the eastward of the Dotdi 
fkrt at tihe same place. The Elector nf Bran- 
denburg had one good fiNti, at C^pe Three-pmnts, 



* The smaU slock the Company had» and their great 

desire to establi9h tkemsdves as speedily as possible^ in 

opposition to the Dutch interest in this country, sufficiently 

account for the hasty, and I may add, unskilful manner, 

%k which some of their forts were constructed* 
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and two smaller ones at some little distanee fa 
the eastward of the same : and the new English 
Company were in possession of one small fort 9t 
Cabo Corsoy tiiat being the only fcnrt on this 
coast, of which the Dutch had not dispossessed 
the former Company daring t^e late war. 

Th^ first thing, therefore, which this Copi^ 
panj found most necessary to be done^ was to 
endeavour, by all lawful means, to strengdien 
themselves as much as possible on this coast, 
as other nations, and especially the Dutch, had 
done before them : and for this purpose, they 
barged Cape*Coast Castle ; they built one fort 
at Accra, another at Dixoove, a third at Win- 
nebah, a fourth at Succoitdee, and a fifth at 
Commenda ; and rebuilt a sixth at AttnanMjM>e ; 
all. on the Gold-coast, and three of them aboirt; 
musket-shot from Dcftch forte : and they Uke^ 
wise purchased Fredericksberg, or Fort Royal, 
«f the Danes ; . without which^ Cape-Coast 
Castle could not be safe. They also biyit another 
fort at Wbidah, for the security of the slave- 
trade at that place. And, although in the 
prosecution of these works, the said Company 
met with all possible opposition from the Dutch 
West-India Company on the Gold-coast, which 
often broke out into <^en hostilities, and many 
times ended not without bldodshed on both 
sides 5 . and the Company were put to an incre- 
dible charge and expence in purchasing tlje 
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consait and assistance of the natives, for inakingf 
such settlements, as well as for transporting, 
from time to time, the requisite supplies of 
soldiers, artificers, provisions, and all other ne<* 
cessaries and materials from Elngland for such 
buildings, (all vehich. were rendered still more 
difficult, chargeable, and hazardous, by the long 
war which ensued with France) : yet, never- 
theless, the said Company never ceased their 
care and endeavours, until they had completed 
their undertakings, and thereby put the Eng'lish 
interest on an equal footing with the Dutch. 

The losses and damages which the Company 
sustained during the war, were more and greater 
than can be easily imagined : but the chief 
^ievance was the loss of their fort on the 
river Gambia, (anno 1695,) which was taken, 
plundered, and destroyed, by a squadron of 
French men-of-wair. And in additiop to this 
misfortune, when the Con^pany came to take 
possession thereof again after the peace, they 
found the French settled in the river, and claim"* 
ing an equal share of the trade^ 

In 1697, the Parliament, having taken the 
trade of Africa into their consideration, thought 
fit, as a further means of enlarging and improv- 
ing' tli^ same, to lay the trade open to all His 
Majesty's subjects for thirteen years, and from 
.thence to the end of the (then) next session of Par- 
liament : and^ in regard the Royal African Com* 
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paiiy of England had been at the charge of build* 
ing and maintaining a considerable number of 
forts and castles on the said coast, which the Par- 
liament likewise judged necessary to be main- 
tained in fiitnre, for the preservation and better 
carrying on the said trade; they were further 
pleased to impose a duty of 10 per cent, ad vah" 
rem on all goods and merchandize exported to 
Africa daring the said term ; to be assured and 
paid to the said Company, for enabling them to 
maintain their said forts and castles. 

This act continued in force from the 24th of 
June, 1608, to the 24th of June, 17 12 : in which 
time, the charges of the Company in maintain- 
ing their forts and castles, amounted, at a medi- 
um, to about 20,000f. per nnnum ; and, in fovat*- 
teen years, to 280,000/. in die whole. The duty 
whidb the separate traders paid in the same time, 
amounted in the whole to 78,785/. 10^. Qid. and 
no mwe ; and 10 per cent. Upon the Company's 
own exports for the same time, amounted to the 
sum of 86,387/. 18^. lid. Whence it appears, 
that, even while that act continued in force, the 
total of the 10 per cent, duty fell far short of half 
tiie charges and expences, which the Company 
were at in tnaintaiAing their forts. 

Since the expiration of this act, in 17 fit, to 
this day, all othe» His Majesty's subjects ha^re' 
traded as freely and ^openly to aH parts of Africa 
M they did| or might hove done. Under the Mlho* 
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tity of sftid act* And the said Company did, at 
their own <;ost and chtoge, defray the expences 
of maintaining the said fort8 and tastles j which, 
at a viery moderate computation, has been repre- 
sented by the late Royal Afirican Company to 
amount to abore 260,000?. By which means, 
and by the extravag'attt rise in the price of slaves 
at Annamaboe, 'and other places on the coast, 
and by thte decay of gold-trade which ensued 
therenpon, the pmprietors of the Company have 
been, for many years past, obliged either to raise 
sundry great sums of money for maintaining 
their forts and Castles, without receiving any pro- 
fit from the trade in return for the same, or to 
run the risk not only of loiaitig all the money 
which tibey had from timte to time raised and ex- 
pended for supporting their tjwn property, but of 
becomitig accessaries to the ^fith*e loss of the 
trade to Aflrrca, and conse^ttetitly by relinqofi^'* 
ing and abandoning their forts, to be seized and 
possessed by such foreign nations as were long 
watching for an oppoTttmity to get them into 
tfkeir hands. 

This being thfe Case With Vfegard to the Com- 
p'atiy ; and it being t^ris si^n:^ of Ihe nation, that 
the trade to Africa should tbontimle free and open 
to all His Majesty's Mbjetts ; the only thing that 
remained to, be considered Was, 'whether, or no, 
forts and castles were necessary to be mainftdined 
for iltsB preservation of the t^id trardte to this king* 
^iotof And ff tfccy tvere%ece»Kary to be k^efitttp 
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for that purpose ; who, upon the footing of ao 
open trade, ought, in justice and reason, to bear 
the charges of them ? 

That it is absolutely necessary that forts and 
castles should be maintained in Africa, was urged 
from the following considerations. 

For a series of years it has been the constant 
policy of all such European nations, as have been 
fortunate enough to make any new discoveries, 
and to gain any establidied power and authority 
in remote and barbarous countries, to build and 
maintain forts, and, in virtue of such possessions, 
to claim a nght to whole kingdoms, and to tracts 
of land of vast extent, and to exclude all other 
natious from trading in, to, or from them. 

By this method, £he Portuguese long enjoyed 
the whole trade to Africa, and to the East Indies. 

By similar measures, the Spaniards for many 
years claimed and engrossed to themselves almost 
- Aie whole continent of America, and most of the 
adjacent islands. 

By alike method, the Dutch had rendered 
themselves absolute masters of all those islands in 
the East, which produce cinnamon, cloves, nut- 
megs, and mace; and from^ them supplied the 
whole world with those commodities, in such 
quantities, and at such prices, as they thought fit : 
besides which, this enterprizing people, for some 
time before and after the year 1660, attempted to 
gain the entire possession of the most valuable 
parts of the coast of Africa, and to exclude t^e 
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English from any share or interest therein; 
which, in 1664, produced a war between the two 
nations. 

It is apparent, that the safety and preservation 
of our trade to Africa, against the pretensions 
and encroachments of such nations as are strong- 
ly settled in those parts, particularly the Dutch, 
^ depends absolutely upon our keeping the forts 
and castles on the coast in a defensible coiidition ; 
and that it was but just and equitable, that the 
public should have supported those forts and setn 
tlements. 

While the Company enjoyed the entire trade 
to Africa, they purchased, built, and maintained 
their said forts and castles at their own sole 
charge; and thereby acquired an undoubted 
right and property in and to them. The ex- 
pences of maintaining them, from the year 1672 
to 1698, was not less (accordino^ to the Com- 
pany's account) than 15,000/. per annum ; which, 
in twenty-six years, amounts to 390,000/. ; the 
charges for the next fourteen years, viz* from 
1698 to 1712, at 20,000/. per annum, deductmg 
the amount of the duty which the separate 
traders paid in the same time, came to about 
206,000/. ; and the charges which the Company 
were at, on the same account, for the succeeding 
seventeen years, reckoning but \&fiOOh per an^ 
num, comes to 255,000/. Which three sums 
jtnake together the sum of 851,000 : and so much. 
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at kasty th? Company represented that they had 
expended in keeping and maintaining their isaid 
forts and castles since the commencement of 
their charter ; and this, exclusive of many other 
necessary articles of expenditure, which might 
he bnwight iUf if they wished to swell th^ ac« 
count. 

Now, although the Company did willingly and 
cheerfully bear the expence of the first period, 
because nothing had been done by public author 
ri^ in all that time to deprive them of any of 
their privileges : although they continued to keep 
and support their said forts and castles for the 
next succeeding fourteen yearsn in hopes that the 
duty of 10 per ceni. upon their own and the se« 
parate traders', exports to Aftica would have fully 
defrayed that charge, as the Parliament undoubt^ 
edly intended it should : and although the Com-* 
pany» for the preservation of their own property,. 
as well 93 for the protection of the ti*ade, continu-- 
ed to keep }J^ and maintain their forts and castles 
for seventeen years after, at their own sole cost 
and charge, whereby they expended in the ser^ 
vice of their country above 250,000/. : yet, while 
the trade to Africa remained free and open to all 
others His Majesty^s subjects, there was no reason 
why the Company should be obliged to maintain 
fhe said forts and castles at their own sob cost 
and charge^ 

Accordingly, in the year 1730, thi9 Cgwpany 
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petitioned FarUwient; and tliey obtained :jLO,000<, 
to enable them to support their forts and settle** 
ments: which sum wa3 annually paid to them* 
excepting two or three years interruption, until 
the la$t change effected in the state of lAm Com- 
pany, by an act of parliament made in the year 
1751 ; intitled, " An Act for the application of 
a sum of money, therein mentioned, granted to 
His Majesty, for making compensation and satis* 
faction to the Royal African Company of Eng- 
land, for their charter,4ands, forts^ castles, slaves, 
military stores, and all other their effects what- 
soever; and to vest the lands, forts, castles, 
slaves, and military stores, and all other their 
effects, in the Company of Merchants trading to 
Africa : and for other purposes in the act men** 
tioned/' 

By this act, the said Company were divested 
of their charter, and after the 10th of April, 
1752, ceased to be a corporation ; and their forts, 
castles, and all other their possessions in Africa, 
are vested in the new Company of Merchants 
trading to Africa : and in consequence of the 
trade to Africa being, by virtue of the said act, 
and that also of the 23d of George the Second, 
made free and open to all His Majesty's subjects, 
the Parliament allow the said Company from, 
10,0007. to 15,0007. per annum^ for the support of 
die forts and castles for the public service. And 
in consequence of the abolition of the Slave* 
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trade, and a rise in tbe prices of India goods, and 
other articles, with which the expences of the 
Company ai^e defrayed in this chantry, Parlia- 
ment Toted the smn of 23,000f* Yor the support 
of the British establishments on the Gold-coast, 
and Whidah ; which sum was annually paid *, 



^ Thb increased gnmt was made from the representation 
of the Committee, to enable them to enlarge the salaries of 
their officers, who suffered a diminution of their advantages 
in consequence of the abolition of the^ principal trade of 
the countiy. 

When the very limited means appropriated for the main* 
tenanee of the forts and settlements on the Gold-coast of 
Africa ans considered, it will rather appear more wonderful 
how they can be kept up at all, than that they are not kept 
in a more respectable state of de&nce: the whple expendi* 
ture is not more than that of many a private gentleman's 
house in Engian^* 
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